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Loridans

Gift Expands

Shakespeare in Piedmont Park

Multi-year funding, new venue enable Georgia

Shakespeare to upgrade popular event

ATLANTA, GA January 25, 2012 – A $300,000 grant from The Charles

Loridans Foundation will enable Georgia Shakespeare to expand their popular

theatre production in Piedmont park for the next three years.

Formerly known as “Shake at the Lake,” the event has been renamed “Shake

at the Park,” reflecting a move from the Lake Clara Meer location to the Legacy

Fountain in the newly renovated Greensward area of the park. The shift to the

new format represents a critical step forward for Georgia Shakespeare as it enters an important turn-around year, following a successful “Save Georgia Shakespeare” emergency funding campaign.

“We’re excited to help Georgia Shakespeare and the Piedmont Park Conservancy partner in a way that will help develop Shake at the Park into one of the signature events of Atlanta’s cultural year,” said Robert Edge who chairs the

trustees for the Charles Loridans Foundation.

With Loridans’ backing, the move to the new venue will more than double seating capacity. In years past, tickets often sold out the morning of the show. Audience members started standing in line at 6:30 a.m. for that evening’s performance.

“The demand has always been remarkable,” said producing Artistic Director

Richard Garner. “We believe the expanded size and beautiful setting will help us

take a big step for in making Shake at the Park one of Atlanta’s favorite annual

cultural events.”

Under the new format, a number of tickets and VIP tables will be available to

reserve with no waiting in line the day of the show. For the cost-conscious, the

free tickets will continue to be available the day of the show. For those who

want convenience and the ability to plan in advance, paid tickets are available in

advance.

“We want there to be a place for everyone,” says Board of Trustees Co-Chair

Ashley Preisinger. “And it’s also an important step forward in strengthening the

financial sustainability of our theater.”

“The Loridans gift is a great statement of confidence in the future of Georgia

Shakespeare,” said new Managing Director Lauren Morris. “We are grateful,

and we are determined to make Shake at the Park one of Atlanta’s favorite

cultural events.”

The Loridans Foundation’s gift covers about half of the cost of producing The

Tempest this summer. Georgia Shakespeare will be seeking other corporate and

foundation partners to support the remaining cost each year.

Yvette Bowden, President/CEO of the Conservancy agrees, “We are excited

about The Greensward and Legacy Fountain, and Shake the Park will be great

way to introduce thousands of people to this beautiful new space.”

The new location will also be more enjoyable for those who attend. Parking is

plentiful and easily accessible, with convenient restroom facilities.

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest will run May 9—13th, 2012 in Piedmont

Park. Shows will begin at 7:30 with picnicking before and during the performance. Tickets and pricing information for reserved ticketing will be

available soon at www.gashakespeare.org or by calling the box office at 404-

504-1473.

More information about Georgia Shakespeare is available online at

www.gashakespeare.org.

INTERVIEWS

Interviews with Board of Trustees Co-Chairs and/or Georgia Shakespeare senior

staff are available upon request. Contact Managing Director Lauren Morris at

lauren@gashakespeare.org or 404-504-3407.

ABOUT GEORGIA SHAKESPEARE

Founded in 1985, Georgia Shakespeare creates thoughtful, bold and passionate interpretations of a

diverse body of work rooted in Shakespeare and branching out to embrace the best writers and ideas

of all eras. On the stage and through educational programming, we strive to entertain, to ignite the

imagination and to creatively explore the journey of the human spirit. Our vision is to make Georgia

Shakespeare a national model for establishing a welcoming creative home where artists and audiences

unite in a shared discovery of the power of adventurous classic theatre. Georgia Shakespeare is a proud

member of Theatre Communications Group, Shakespeare Theatre Association of America, Southeastern

Theatre Conference, League of Resident Theatres (LORT), and Atlanta Coalition of Performing Arts.

Georgia Shakespeare is the Professional Theater in Residence at Oglethorpe University, and is located

at 4484 Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30319.
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