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The Ensemble 
 
 

 
 
Allison Leigh Corke is thrilled to be onstage with Georgia Shakespeare!  Most 
recently she participated in the 60th National Players tour (1984/Julia, As You Like 
It/Audrey).  She was also seen as Sketchbook in PTP/NYC's production of Scenes 
from an Execution at the Atlantic Stage 2.  Educational credits include: Jumpers 
(Dotty), Company (April), The Lifeblood (Mary), and On the Verge (Fanny). 
 
 

 
 
 
Brian Harrison is originally from the Atlanta area.  He has recently performed 
at New Stage Theatre in Jackson, MS, having played Reverend Sykes in To 
Kill a Mockingbird, and Willie/Young Scrooge in A Christmas Carol.  Brian is 
a graduate of Ball State University. 
 
 
 
 
  
Sarah M. Johnson grew up in Lewisburg, WV, a small town with a big focus on the 
arts.  After finishing her BFA at WVU, she moved to DC where she toured with The 
National Players performing in The Tempest (Miranda), Twelfth Night (Viola) and The 
Call of the Wild (White Fang).  After that, she moved back to WV where she was in To 
Kill a Mockingbird (Mayella Ewell).  Sarah also enjoys Ben & Jerry’s Pistachio 
Pistachio ice cream.  
 

 
 
 
Craig Thompson is a recent graduate of Northwestern University in Chicago, 
Illinois.  He has recently performed in productions of  Angels in America, 
Accidental death of an Anarchist, and In a Dark, Dark House for 
Northwestern. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Edgar Allan Poe  

was born January 19th, 1809 to David and 
Elizabeth Poe, actors travelling along the east 
coast of the United States. Young Poe's father 
abandoned the family soon after Edgar's birth 
and his mother died in 1811. At that time, Poe 
was unofficially adopted by John and Frances 
Allan, a childless couple from Richmond, VA. 
After spending a brief period at the University of 
Virginia and then shortly attempting a military 
career, a single semester at West Point, Poe 
published an anonymous collection of poems in 
1827. He then switched then his focus to prose 
and spent the next years working for literary 
journals and periodicals becoming well-known 
for his expansive literary criticisms.  
  

In Baltimore in 1835, he married Virginia Clemm, his 13 year old cousin. In 1842, “The 
"Masque of the Red Death" was published in Graham's Magazine. While the disease of 
the Red Death was created in Poe’s imagination, it is likely that the disease was 
inspired by tuberculosis, or consumption as it was called then, as young Virginia was 
suffering from it at the time the story was written. She would succumb to her illness in 
1847. Both Poe's mother and foster mother also died of consumption.  
  
"The Tell-Tale Heart" was published the next year in the Boston-based magazine The 
Pioneer. For the which, Poe was likely only paid $10. This story was very well-received, 
and was reprinted several additional times during Poe's lifetime. In 1845, Poe published 
"The Raven" to instant success. On its heels followed "The System of Dr.Tarr and 
Professor Fether," also published in Graham's Magazine, as a timely commentary on 
the treatment of the mentally ill. Then came "The Cask of Amontillado," appearing in 
Godey's Lady's Book in 1846. Legend holds that the inspiration for the story came from 
a tall-tale Poe heard while stationed as a private at Castle Island in Massachusetts in 
1827. Poe began plans to produce his own journal, The Penn, but he died before it 
could be produced. On October 7, 1849, Poe died at the age of 40. The circumstances 
of his death are as mysterious as one of his stories. After disappearing for nearly a 
week, he was found very ill at a tavern in Baltimore, suffering from hallucinations. The 
exact cause of his death is unknown but has been attributed to alcohol abuse, brain 
congestion, drugs, heart disease, rabies, suicide, and even a politically motivated 
assassination. According to the treating physician, Dr. John J. Moran, Poe's last words 
were: "Lord help my poor soul!" 

 

 



SYNOPSIS 
American Tall Tales!  Featuring Edgar Allan Poe  is a collection of some of Poe’s best 
known and least known tales.  It is a compilation of Tell-Tale Heart, The Cask of 
Amontillado, The System of Dr. Tarr and Professor Fether, and Masque of the Red 
Death.  Strung together with live music, movement, and constantly evolving scenery, 
these tales represent the best of Edgar Allan Poe. 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Published 1850 

Allison Leigh Corke 
  

Soundscape 

Brian Harrison 
 

The Old Man 

Sarah M. Johnson   
 

Narrator’s Body 

Craig Thompson 
 

Narrator 

  
Edgar Allan Poe’s The Tell-Tale Heart  is a descriptive monologue, in which the narrator 

tries to convince his audience that he is not mad. He details his murder of an old man 
who lived with him and he tries to impress the audience with his “sane” methods. When 

the authorities come to investigate the old man’s shriek, which was heard during the 
murder, the narrator convinces the police that he is innocent. Then, however, he starts 
to hear the beating of the dead man’s heart. It gets louder and louder, until finally the 

narrator can stand the noise no longer and confesses his crime. Though he has 
professed his sanity, we all know by the end of the piece just how mad he is. 

-Craig Thompson 
 
 

The Cask of Amontillado 
Published 1846 

Allison Leigh Corke 
 

Narrator 

Brian Harrison 
 

Fortunato 

Sarah M. Johnson 
 

Cambia 

Craig Thompson 
 

Cambio 

 
In The Cask of Amontillado , wine afficionado Fortunato has not made a good friend in 
Montresor--to say the least.  The narrator of "The Cask of Amontillado" lures his drunk 
rival into his vast, underground catacombs in search of a bottle of the prized and potent 
Amontillado.  They travel through successively smaller vaults until they reach one that is 

conveniently coffin-sized.  Shackling Fortunato to the rocks, Montresor walls up the 
crypt even through his victim's screams and cries.  He feels no regret--the sickness of 

his heart is a result of the damp.  Or is it? 
-Allison Leigh Corke 

 
 
 



The System Of Dr. Tarr and Professor Fether 
Published 1856 

Allison Leigh Corke 
 

Teapot, La Place, Champagne, Joyeuse, Salsafette 

Brian Harrison 
 

Maillard 

Sarah M. Johnson 
 

Narrator 

Craig Thompson 
 

De Kock, Frog, Boullard 

  
In The System of Dr. Tarr and Professor Fether, a gentlewoman traveling through the 

French countryside comes across a famous insane asylum.  Famous due to the fact 
that its treatment system does not allow confinement or punishments for patient 

illnesses, but instead tends to their mental illnesses with great deference by allowing 
them to freely roam about like ordinary people.  Upon arrival, the lady is greeted by the 

superintendent of the madhouse and is offered a personal tour of its grounds.  From 
there a whirlwind of madcap events ensue, making the woman question just who 

exactly is running the institution. 
-Sarah M. Johnson 

 
 

The Masque of the Red Death 
Published 1850 

Allison Leigh Corke 
 

Narrator 3 

Brian Harrison 
 

Narrator 4, Prospero 

Sarah M. Johnson 
 

Narrator 2 

Craig Thompson 
 

Narrator 1, Red Death 

  
The Masque of the Red Death  relates the story of Prince Prospero's kingdom, which is 
plagued by a mysterious illness called the Red Death.  In fear, the prince and 1,000 of 
his friends sequester themselves in a locked castle, where they celebrate their survival 

while those in the outside world die off.  However, upon the evening of a grand 
masquerade, they discover that the Red Death is hosting... 

         -Allison Leigh Corke 
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Classroom Activities for Pre and Post Performance 
 

Activity 1:  Word Association 
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**Hint:  Really say the word.  Use all of the vowels and consonants when you deliver the word to the 
students.  Students get even more energized when the leader puts a gesture with the word while they are 
saying it. 
  

Activity 2:  Storytelling through Sound �
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Discussion Questions 
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