
                                           

              
                                           

           Presents           
             
                                                           

       
 

     BARDS BEST! 
                 STUDY GUIDE  
      
     Poets, Lovers and Madmen 
 



The PLAYS 
 
The Taming of the Shrew 
Hamlet 
Macbeth 
Romeo and Juliet 
All’s Well That Ends Well 
Titus Andronicus 
King Lear 
As You Like It 
Twelfth Night 
Othello 
Much Ado About Nothing 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
The Tempest 
Sonnet 116 
 
THE PLAYERS 
 

Allison Corke Katherine/Taming of the Shrew, Lady Macbeth/Macbeth 
   Nurse/Romeo and Juliet, Helena/ All’s Well That Ends  
   Well, Phoebe/As You Like It, Wall/Lion/ A Midsummer  
   Night’s Dream 
 
Brian Harrison: Petruchio/Taming of The Shrew, Mercutio/Romeo and  
   Juliet, Aaron/Titus Andronicus, Benedick/Much Ado  
   About Nothing, Macduff/Macbeth, Pyramus/A   
   Midsummer Night’s Dream 
  
Sarah Johnson Sonnet 116/ Juliet/Romeo and Juliet, Countess/ All’s  
   Well That Ends Well, Viola/Twelfth Night, Beatrice/Much 
   Ado About Nothing, Quince/Prologue/ A Midsummer  
   Night’s Dream 
 
Craig Thompson Hamlet/Hamlet, Macbeth/Macbeth, Romeo/Romeo and  
   Juliet, Edgar/King Lear, Silvius/As You Like It  
   Iago/Othello, Thisby/A Midsummer Night’s Dream 



BACKGROUND ON THE PLAYS 
 
The Taming of the Shrew-Shakespeare’s comical battle of the sexes was written in 1594 
it follows the story of Baptista a wealthy landowner in Padua and his two daughters, 
Katharina, the shrew, and the spoiled Bianca. Many suitors young and old are pursuing  
Bianca’s hand in marriage, but Baptista will only allow Bianca to be married if 
Katharina the older sister is married first. This scenario proves to be a distasteful 
prospect for the would be suitors and Baptista shuts the girls off from all contact with 
suitors unless those suitors can provide tutoring for the girls. Lucentio a Florentine, 
overhears this scenario and disguises himself as a schoolmaster in order to secretly woo 
Bianca. Petruchio a confident suitor from Verona, who has “come to wive it wealthily in 
Padua,” is hired by the other suitors to woo and wed the headstrong Katharina, thus 
clearing the way for the pursuit of Bianca. Pertuchio and Katharina or Kate are a perfect 
match for each other, however once they are married, Petruchio systematically “tames”  
Kate in an attempt to break her of her headstrong ways. Eventually, Lucentio and Bianca 
elope and Petruchio and Katharina return from their honeymoon with Kate quite a 
changed woman much to the amazement of Baptista and his guests.  
 
Hamlet-Shakespeare was perhaps drawn to the story of Hamlet for personal reasons, his 
own son, Hamnet drowned in 1596. This play is centered on the relationships of father’s 
and sons and is filled with themes of melancholy, grief, and revenge. Hamlet Prince of 
Denmark sees the ghost of his father King Hamlet hovering over the castle of Elsinore. 
Hamlet the senior confides to his son that he was murdered while sleeping in his orchard 
by the present King his brother and Hamlet’s uncle, the clever and duplicitous Claudius. 
Hamlet affects an “antic disposition” essentially feigning madness, baffling everyone 
from his mother Gertrude and step-father King Claudius, to his former girlfriend 
Ophelia. Hamlet delays his revenge on Claudius until he is given absolute proof which he 
receives in the form of a play entitled The Murder of Gonzalo. Hamlet an avid dramatist 
himself, rewrites s few lines from the play which when performed give undeniable proof 
of Claudius’ guilt.  Rightly fearing for his life Claudius ships Hamlet off to England 
intending him to be murdered once aboard ship. Hamlet however miraculously escapes  
and returns to Denmark only to witness the burial of his beloved Ophelia. Laertes, 
Ophelia’s brother and Hamlet’s rival proposes a fencing match with Hamlet, however 
Laertes has poisoned the tip of his foil in order to assure Hamlet’s death. In the actual 
fight Hamlet is mortally wounded but Laertes too is “hoisted by his own petard” and 
mortally wounded by his own foil. Before he dies, Hamlet summons the strength to kill  
Claudius and an amazed Young Fortinbras from rival Norway enters the gruesome scene 
to claim the throne. 
 
Macbeth-This play is Shakespeare’s shortest tragedy and it is based in part on the 
chronicles of historian Raphael Holinshed’s History of England, Scotland, and Ireland.  
It was also written to flatter King James I, Shakespeare’s patron whose proclaimed 
ancestor was the character of Banquo, Macbeth’s fellow general and eventual victim. 
The play follows the descent of the title character into the depths of evil. Returning from 
a victorious campaign, the Scottish Generals Macbeth and Banquo are confronted by 
three witches who hail Macbeth as Thane of Glamis, Thane of Cawdor, and “King that 



shalt be.” Banquo is hailed as well but in different terms, the witches tell him that he will 
not be a King himself, but that his children will be Kings. Two of the prophecies come 
immediately to fruition, in order for the third prophecy to come true, (“Thou shalt be 
King hereafter”), Macbeth must take matters into his own hands and murder the beloved 
present King of Scotland, King Duncan. Macbeth balks at this idea until he is compelled 
to do it by his ambitious and persuasive wife, Lady Macbeth. Macbeth murders King 
Duncan, has Banquo killed, (who was privy to the witch’s prophecies), and proceeds to 
murder and obliterate all who stand in the way of his security on the throne. Tormented 
by nightmares, guilt and the false security provided by the double crossing witches, 
Macbeth is defeated and murdered by Macduff whose family Macbeth had killed. Lady 
Macbeth tormented by guilt commits suicide and Malcolm the rightful heir to the throne  
of Scotland becomes King. 
 
Romeo and Juliet-Shakespeare closely followed his source material, a narrative poem by 
Arthur Brooke, The Tragical Historye of Romeus and Juliet in the creation of his classic 
story of love and hate. The feud between The Montague’s and Capulet’s is at a fever 
pitch when young Romeo, a  Montague is persuaded by his friend Mercutio to attend a 
masked ball at the home of the rival Capulet family in the hopes of finding another girl 
for Romeo to meet thus ending his tormented pursuit of the unyielding Rosaline. Here 
Romeo and Juliet meet and fall instantly in love. They are wed by the Friar Lawrence, 
who hopes this union by marriage will end the longstanding feud. Tybalt, a Capulet, 
insulted by Romeo’s presence at the party confronts Romeo on the streets of Verona. 
Taking Romeo’s side his friend Mercutio is killed by Tybalt, and in turn an enraged 
Romeo kills Tybalt and is banished from Verona. Secretly Romeo and Juliet are able to 
spend the night together before Romeo flees for Mantua. Juliet is forced into marrying 
The County Paris by her father Capulet but rather than face this impossible prospect she 
take a sleeping potion supplied by Friar Laurence. Romeo never gets word that Juliet is 
not really dead and kills himself at her tomb; Juliet finding Romeo dead also kills herself. 
In guilt and remorse the feud between the Capulet’s and Montague’s is ended. 
 
All’s Well That Ends Well 

Helena, a beautiful girl who is in love with Bertram a Count, serves as a gentlewoman in 
the household of the Countess of Rousillion. Bertram, who happens to be the Countess' 
son, is leaving for Paris to serve the King. Helena has been in love with Bertram since 
childhood despite their differences in class. The King of France is dying, and Helena  
whose father was a well-renowned physician, offers to cure the King if he will allow her 
to marry the Lord of her choice. The King agrees to this condition and is miraculously 
cured by Helena. Helena as her reward chooses the unwilling Bertram as her husband. 
When he denies her, Helena offers Bertram the freedom of his choice, but the King 
insists on the marriage as a reward to Helena. After they are married, Bertram decides he 
would rather die in battle than be married to Helena. He decides to fight in the Italian 
Wars between the Florentines and the Senoys and from the front writes a letter to Helena 
stating: "When thou canst get the ring upon my finger, which never shall come off, and 
show me a child begotten of thy body that I am father to, then call me husband." 
(III.ii.55-58) 



Bertram thinks the likelihood of these events ever happening impossible, but the 
determined and plucky Helena sets out in the hope of recovering her husband. 

Back at the front, some soldiers try to convince Bertram that his mentor and friend 
Parolles is a coward. The soldiers set up an elaborate trick to convince Parolles to recover 
a drum belonging to the company that has been stolen by the enemy. The soldiers carry 
the ruse to the hilt by capturing and blindfolding Parolles. Parolles believes that he has 
been captured by his “enemies” and begs for his life giving away all of all his army's 
secrets, and betraying his friend Bertram in the process. When the ruse is up, Parolles is 
dishonored and stripped of his title and returns to France a broken man. Helena, for her 
part has enlisted the aid of Diana, a Florentine maiden who has taken Bertram's fancy. 
Helena and Diana team up and fool Bertram with the “bed trick,” where Helena 
successfully gets the Rossillion family ring and sleeps with Bertram according to the 
conditions in his letter. In the final act of All’s Well, Helena's cunning plot is revealed, 
she appears pregnant with child, and Bertram promises to be a faithful husband to her and 
"love her dearly, ever, ever dearly". (V.iii.354) 

Titus Andronicus 

The play opens with two brothers Saturninus and Bassianus sons of the recently deceased 
Roman Emperor fighting over who will succeed. Marcus Andronicus, a Tribune of the 
people announces that the people's choice for new emperor is his brother, Titus 
Andronicus. Titus has recently returned from a victorious campaign against the Goths 
where he lost twenty two of his twenty five sons but has returned with some illustrious 
prisoners-of-war including: Tamora, Queen of the Goths, her lover the villainous Moor 
Aaron, and her three sons, Alarbus, Demetrius and Chiron. Titus kills Alarbus, as a ritual 
sacrifice for the death of his sons despite the vehement protests of Tamora. Tamora 
secretly plans for horrible revenge on Titus and all of his remaining sons. 

Titus Andronicus declines the crown and gives it to Saturninus who immediately chooses 
Titus’ daughter Lavinia as his Queen. However, Bassianus had been previously betrothed 
to Lavinia and flees the scene with her. Saturninus becomes smitten with the warrior 
Queen Tamora and eventually rejects Lavinia making Tamora his Queen. During a 
hunting party the following day, Aaron the Moor, meets Tamora's sons Chiron and 
Demetrius who are arguing over which should take sexual advantage of the newlywed 
Lavinia. Aaron persuades them to ambush Bassianus and frame two of Titus’ sons 
Martius and Quintus for his murder, freeing the way for both Chiron and Demetrius to 
have their way with Lavinia. Lavinia begs Tamora to stop her sons, but Tamora refuses. 
Chiron and Demetrius throw Bassianus's body in a pit, and take Lavinia away and rape 
her. To keep her from revealing what she has seen and endured, they cut out her tongue 
and cut off her hands. 

Aaron brings Titus' sons Martius and Quintus to the scene and frames them for the 
murder of Bassianus with a forged letter; the angry Emperor arrests them. Marcus then 
discovers Lavinia and takes her to her father. When she and Titus are reunited, he is 
overcome with grief. He and his remaining son Lucius have begged for the lives of 



Martius and Quintus, but the two are found guilty and are marched off to execution. 
Aaron enters, and falsely tells Titus, Lucius, and Marcus that the emperor will spare the 
prisoners if one of the three sacrifices a hand. Titus has Aaron cut off his own hand and 
take it to the emperor. In return, a messenger brings Titus the heads of his sons. 
Desperate for revenge, Titus orders Lucius to flee Rome and raise an army among their 
former enemy, the Goths. 

Later, Titus' grandson has been helping Titus read to Lavinia discover in a book the story 
of Philomena, in which a similarly mute victim "wrote" the name of her wrongdoer. 
Marcus gives her a stick to hold with her mouth and stumps and she writes the names of 
her attackers in the dirt. Titus vows revenge. Tamora delivers a mixed-race child, and the 
nurse can tell it must have been fathered by Aaron. Aaron kills the nurse and flees with 
the baby to save it from the Emperor's inevitable wrath. Later, Lucius, marching on Rome 
with an army, captures Aaron and threatens to hang the infant. To save the baby, Aaron 
reveals the entire plot to Lucius, relishing every murder, rape, and dismemberment. 

Tamora, convinced of Titus' madness, approaches him along with her two sons, dressed 
as the spirits of Revenge, Murder, and Rape. She tells Titus that she (as a supernatural 
spirit) will grant him revenge if he will convince Lucius to stop attacking Rome. Titus 
agrees, sending Marcus to invite Lucius to a feast. Titus insists that "Rape" and "Murder" 
(Chiron and Demetrius) stay with him. She agrees. When she is gone Titus' servants bind 
Chiron and Demetrius, and Titus cuts their throats, while Lavinia holds a basin in her 
stumps to catch their blood. He plans to cook them into a pie for their mother. The next 
day, during the feast at his house, Titus asks Saturninus whether a father should kill his 
daughter if she has been raped, when the Emperor agrees, Titus kills Lavinia and tells 
Saturninus what Tamora's sons had done. When the Emperor asks for Chiron and 
Demetrius, Titus reveals that they were in the pie Tamora has just been enjoying, and 
then kills Tamora. Saturninus kills Titus just as Lucius arrives, and Lucius kills 
Saturninus to avenge his father's death. Lucius tells his family's story to the people and is 
proclaimed Emperor.  

King Lear 

King Lear, is old, and wants to retire from power. He decides to divide his realm among 
his three daughters, and offers the largest share to the one who loves him the most. 
Goneril and Regan both proclaim in hollow terms that they love him more than anything 
in the world, which pleases him. Cordelia speaks and from the heart and honestly which 
annoys Lear and he disinherits Cordelia and divides the kingdom between the other two 
daughters. Kent, a faithful lord objects to this and is also banished. Lear announces he 
will live alternately with Goneril and Regan, and their husbands, the Dukes of Albany 
and Cornwall. Goneril and Regan speak privately, agreeing that Lear is old and foolish. 

Edmund the bastard, son to Duke of Gloucester resents his bastard status, and plots to 
supplant his legitimate older brother Edgar. He tricks their father Gloucester with a 
forged letter, making him think Edgar plans to usurp the estate. Kent returns from exile in 
disguise under the name of Caius, and Lear hires him as a servant. Lear discovers that 



now that Goneril has power, she no longer respects him. Enraged, Lear departs for 
Regan's home. Lear’s Fool mocks Lear's misfortune, meanwhile, Edmund fakes an attack 
by Edgar, and Gloucester is completely fooled and he disinherits Edgar. 

 Kent quarrels with Oswald at Gloucester’s home, and Kent is put in the stocks by Regan 
and her husband Cornwall. When Lear arrives, he objects, and Regan like her sister 
Goneril, rejects Lear. Lear raging rushes out into a storm to rant against his ungrateful 
daughters, accompanied by the mocking Fool. Kent later follows to protect him. While 
wandering on the heath Lear meets Edgar, in the guise of Poor Tom, that is, a madman. 
Edgar babbles madly while Lear denounces his daughters. Gloucester leads them all to a 
hovel for protection. 

 Edmund betrays his father Gloucester to Cornwall, Regan, and Goneril. He shows a 
letter from his father to the King of France asking for help against them, Gloucester is 
arrested, and Cornwall gouges out his eyes. An outraged servant attacks and kills 
Cornwall. Regan kills the servant, and tells Gloucester that Edmund tricked him turns 
him out to wander the heath where he meets his son Edgar in his madman's guise as Tom. 
Gloucester begs Tom to lead him to a cliff, so that he may jump to his death. Goneril 
meets Edmund whom she finds more appealing than her honest husband. Kent leads Lear 
to the French army, which is accompanied by Cordelia. Albany leads the British army to 
meet the French. Regan too is attracted to Edmund, and the two sisters become jealous. 
Edgar pretends to lead Gloucester to a cliff, then changes his voice and tells Gloucester 
he has miraculously survived a great fall. They meet Lear, who is now completely mad. 
Lear rants that the whole world is corrupt and runs off. 

The two sisters both favor Edmund, who now in a strong position considers the dilemma, 
and plots the deaths of Albany, Lear, and Cordelia. The British and French armies meet 
in battle, the British defeat the French, and Lear and Cordelia are captured. Edmund 
sends them off with secret orders for execution. Regan now declares she will marry 
Edmund, but Albany exposes the intrigues of Edmund and Goneril, and proclaims 
Edmund a traitor. Regan collapses; Goneril has poisoned her. Edmund defies Albany, 
who calls for a trial by combat. Edgar appears to fight Edmund, and fatally stabs him in a 
duel and reveals himself. Offstage, Goneril stabs herself, and confesses to poisoning 
Regan. Edmund, dying, reveals his order to kill Lear and Cordelia. But it is too late: 
Cordelia is dead, though Lear slew the killer. Lear recognizes Kent. Albany urges Lear to 
resume his throne, but Lear is too far gone in grief and hardship. He collapses and dies.  

As You Like It 
 
Life at court is strict and dangerous and Rosalind the heroine of the play is forced to flee 
the paranoid Duke Frederick and flee to the Forest of Arden to seek her father Duke 
Senior who was forced out of office by Frederick. In order to protect herself in the wilds 
of Arden, Rosalind disguises herself as a male page, and brings along her devoted cousin 
Celia and the wry court jester Touchstone.  Also in exile is the handsome Orlando who 
has also fled a tyrannical brother Oliver. Orlando has become quite smitten with Rosalind 
at a chance meeting and covers the Forest of Arden with love poetry dedicated to 



Rosalind. Rosalind disguised as Ganymede and Orlando eventually meet in the forest and 
in her guise Rosalind tutors Orlando in the ways of love. Oliver too comes to the forest 
and falls instantly in love with Celia. Touchstone as well finds a partner in the country 
wench Audrey and all ends happily as the couples are married and Duke Senior is 
reunited with his daughter Rosalind and restored his Dukedom. 
 
Twelfth Night- The title of this play refers to the feast of the Epiphany the last day of the 
Christmas season, January 6th. The play is also the only one of Shakespeare’s to have a 
double title, Twelfth Night or What You Will. Two deaths shape the basic plot: Olivia 
grieves over the loss of her brother and has sworn to grieve for seven years and not 
entertain any proposals of marriage much to the dismay of the loving Count Orsino. 
Viola is also in mourning for the loss of her brother Sebastian in a shipwreck. Viola, 
disguises herself as a page and secures employment in Illyria at the court of Count Orsino 
and Olivia instantly falls in love with Viola in her male disguise. Sebastian, actually 
survived the shipwreck, and comes to Illyria creating much confusion because he is the 
identical twin of Viola in her male disguise. Eventually the brother and sister are reunited, 
Orsino marries Viola and Sebastian marries Olivia. Malvolio, a pretentious steward in 
Olivia’s household is humorously duped and the drunken Sir Toby and the witty Maria 
are also married. 
 
Othello 

The play opens with Roderigo complaining to Iago, a high-ranking soldier that Iago has 
not told him about the secret marriage between Desdemona the daughter of a Senator 
named Brabantio and Othello the Moor a general in the Venetian army. Roderigo loves 
Desdemona and had previously asked her father for her hand in marriage. Iago resents 
Othello for promoting a younger man named Michael Cassio above him, and tells 
Roderigo that he plans to use Othello for his own advantage. Iago convinces Roderigo to 
wake Brabantio, Desdemona's father, and tell him about his daughter's elopement.  

However, before Brabantio reaches Othello, news arrives in Venice that the Turks are 
going to attack Cyprus; therefore Othello is summoned to advise the senators on a plan of 
action. Brabantio arrives and accuses Othello of seducing Desdemona by witchcraft 
however, eloquently defends himself before the assembled senators By order of the Duke, 
Othello leaves Venice to command the Venetian armies against invading Turks on the 
island of Cyprus accompanied by his new wife, his new lieutenant Cassio, his ensign 
Iago, and Emilia (Iago’s wife) as Desdemona's attendant. 

A terrible storm has destroyed the Turkish fleet. Othello orders a general celebration. 
Iago schemes to use Cassio to ruin Othello and persuades Roderigo to engage Cassio in a 
fight. He achieves this by getting Cassio drunk on wine. The brawl greatly alarms the 
citizenry, and Othello is forced to quell the disturbance. Othello blames Cassio for the 
disturbance, and strips him of his rank. A disconsolate Cassio is persuaded by Iago to 
plead to Desdemona to assist him and act as an intermediary in an attempt to get back 
into Othello’s good graces. 



Iago now focuses on Othello and gives him reason to be suspicious of Cassio and 
Desdemona. Cassio is courting a woman named Bianca. Desdemona drops a 
handkerchief that was Othello's first gift to her and which he holds very dear. Iago asks 
Emilia to steal it and unaware of what Iago plans to do with the handkerchief, Emilia 
steals it. Iago plants it in Cassio's lodgings as evidence of Cassio and Desdemona's affair. 
After he has planted the handkerchief, Iago has Othello stand apart and observe Cassio's 
reactions while Iago questions him about the handkerchief. Iago goads Cassio on to talk 
about his affair with Bianca, without mentioning her name; because no name is 
mentioned, Othello thinks that Cassio is referring to Desdemona. Bianca discovers the 
handkerchief and accuses Cassio of giving her a second-hand gift which he received from 
another lover. Othello sees this, and Iago convinces him that Cassio received the 
handkerchief from Desdemona. Othello decides he is going to kill his wife and Iago 
offers to kill Cassio. Iago convinces Roderigo to kill Cassio instead, because Cassio has 
just been appointed in Othello's place, whereas if Cassio lives to take office, Othello and 
Desdemona will leave Cyprus, thwarting Roderigo's plans to win Desdemona. Roderigo 
attacks Cassio in the street after Cassio leaves Bianca's lodgings. They fight and both are 
wounded. Passers-by arrive to help; Iago joins them, pretending to help Cassio. Iago 
secretly stabs Roderigo to stop him from confessing and accuses Bianca of conspiracy to 
kill Cassio. 

In the night, Othello confronts Desdemona, and kills her by smothering her with a pillow. 
Emilia arrives and Othello tries to explain himself, justifying his actions by accusing 
Desdemona of adultery. Emilia calls for help. The Governor arrives, with Iago and 
others, and Emilia begins to explain the situation. When Othello mentions the 
handkerchief as proof, Emilia realizes what Iago has done; she exposes him, and 
whereupon Iago kills her. Othello, realizing Desdemona's innocence, attacks Iago but 
does not kill him, saying that he would rather have Iago live the rest of his life in pain. 
Lodovico, a Venetian nobleman, apprehends both Iago and Othello, but Othello commits 
suicide a dagger before they can take him into custody.  

Much Ado About Nothing 
 
A festive comedy written in 1598-99 has two distinct plot lines. One of the play’s plots 
involves the story of Count Claudio, a follower of Don Pedro Prince of Arragon, and 
Hero, the only daughter to Leonato Governor of Messina. This particular plot comes very 
near to tragedy in the wedding scene of Act IV where Claudio accuses Hero his betrothed 
of adultery. Hero is publicly humiliated on her wedding day and is essentially left for 
dead by her would-be husband Claudio. Shakespeare’s device of a “feigned death” for 
Hero and the comic blunders of Dogberry and the watch keep the plot from becoming too 
tragic. The other Love-plot involves the sparing pair Beatrice and Benedick, perhaps 
Shakespeare’s greatest comic couple. Both characters have sworn off the opposite sex 
and it is only through the machinations of the other characters around them that the two 
eventually come to the conclusion of what they have always known in their hearts, that 
they love each other. The Claudio/Hero complications are hatched by Don John, Don 
Pedro's illegitimate brother, and a malcontent. Hero is framed in a seduction scene at her 
bedroom window when Borachio a follower of Don John seduces Margaret, Hero’s 



chambermaid. In this sequence, Borachio calls Margaret “Hero” in full view of Claudio 
and the Prince sealing Hero’s fate the next day at her wedding. After Hero’s public 
humiliation, Friar Francis suggests that the word be put forth that Hero is “dead” hoping 
that this news will compel Claudio into remorse and contrition. When left alone in this 
scene, Benedick and Beatrice confess their love for each other. Beatrice challenges 
Benedick to “kill Claudio,” Benedick initially refuses but vows to his love that he will 
carry out her wish. Eventually before things get too dangerous again, Don John is 
captured while escaping Messina and confesses that he was the author of the plot to 
destroy Claudio and Hero. Claudio returns to Leonato’s house to marry the daughter of 
Antonio Leonato’s brother by way of contrition. When Hero enters and unmasks herself 
an amazed Claudio blurts “another hero.” After explanations and reconciliation the two 
couples Claudio and Hero and Beatrice and Benedick end the play with a double 
wedding. 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream- One of Shakespeare’s few original plots, this popular 
comedy weaves the world of the court of Athens, Athenian laborers and the fairy world 
of a nearby wood into humorous relief. The play is basically a love story involving 
Hermia who is forced by her tyrannical father Egeus, into marrying Demetrius. Hermia 
however loves Lysander and the two flee into the wood to elope. Helena jealous of 
Hermia’s success in love tells her love Demetrius of their flight. All retreat to the wood 
near Athens where we meet Puck, a mischievous fairy who finds himself in the middle of 
a monumental quarrel between the King of the Fairies, Oberon, and his wife, Titania. 
Oberon feels sorry for the rejected Helena and orders Puck to fetch a flower that will 
force a sleeping person to “love the next live creature that it sees” when they awake. 
Puck accidentally applies the flower to the wrong Athenian, and now Lysander becomes 
smitten with Helena. Oberon then tries to set things aright by applying the flower to 
Demetrius’ eyes who then falls in love with Helena as well. Now betrayed, Hermia   
enters the scene and chaos follows. Oberon has also used the flower on the eyelids of his  
fairy wife Titania in order to get the upper hand in their quarrel. Titania awakes and falls 
instantly in love with Bottom who has been transformed into a donkey by Puck for his 
obnoxious behavior. Eventually Oberon forces Puck to set things right again, restoring 
Lysander to Hermia and Demetrius to the deserving Helena. Oberon and Titania are  
lovingly reunited, and Bottom sans head returns to his fellow laborers to perform a play 
they have been rehearsing to honor the wedding of Duke Theseus and his bride 
Hippolyta.  
The Tempest 

The play opens as Prospero, having divined that his brother, Antonio, is on a ship passing 
close by the island, has raised a tempest which causes the ship to run aground. Also on 
the ship are Antonio's friend and fellow conspirator, King Alonso of Naples, Alonso's 
brother and son (Sebastian and Ferdinand), and Alonso's advisor, Gonzalo. All these 
passengers are returning from the wedding of Alonso's daughter Claribel with the King of 
Tunis. Prospero, by his spells, contrives to separate the survivors of the wreck into 
several groups. Alonso and Ferdinand are separated and believe one another to be dead. 



Three plots then alternate through the play. In one, Caliban falls in with Stephano and 
Trinculo, two drunkards, whom he believes to have come from the moon. They attempt 
to raise a rebellion against Prospero, which ultimately fails. In another, Prospero works to 
establish a romantic relationship between Ferdinand and Miranda; the two fall 
immediately in love, but Prospero worries that "too light winning [may] make the prize 
light", and compels Ferdinand to become his servant, pretending that he regards him as a 
spy. In the third subplot, Antonio and Sebastian conspire to kill Alonso and Gonzalo so 
that Sebastian can become King. They are thwarted by Ariel, at Prospero's command. 
Ariel appears to the "three men of sin" (Alonso, Antonio and Sebastian) as a harpy, 
reprimanding them for their betrayal of Prospero. Prospero manipulates the course of his 
enemies' path through the island, drawing them closer and closer to him. 

In the conclusion, all the main characters are brought together before Prospero, who 
forgives Alonso. He also forgives Antonio and Sebastian, but warns them against further 
betrayal. Ariel is charged to prepare the proper sailing weather to guide Alonso and his 
entourage (including Prospero himself and Miranda) back to the Royal fleet and then to 
Naples, where Ferdinand and Miranda will be married. After discharging this task, Ariel 
will finally be free. Prospero pardons Caliban, who is sent to prepare Prospero’s cell, to 
which Alonso and his party are invited for a final night before their departure. Prospero 
indicates that he intends to entertain them with the story of his life on the island. Prospero 
has resolved to break and bury his staff, and "drown" his book of magic, and in his 
epilogue, shorn of his magic powers, he invites the audience to set him free from the 
island with their applause. 

THE SCENES 
 
 Petruchio has come to “wive it wealthily in Padua,” in the following scene from The 
Taming of The Shrew. Petruchio is in for a surprise however as the headstrong Katharina 
is up for the challenge. 
    
Taming of the Shrew Act II scene 1 
 
Inspired by group of traveling actors; Hamlet muses on his dilemma and decides to use a  
theatrical device to entrap King Claudius to both confirm his own  suspicions and the 
ghost of his father’s accusations 
 
Hamlet Act II scene 2 

A tortured Macbeth cannot justify the killing of King Duncan in this famous scene from 
Macbeth. A resolved and ambitious Lady Macbeth enters and uses her full arsenal of 
persuasion on her wavering husband 



Shakespeare’s poetic soul was given full voice in his sonnets. He wrote over one hundred 
and fifty four on a vast variety of themes, mostly love. In this particular sonnet number 
116 often called “The Marriage Sonnet,” a lover gives her frank summary on the true 
nature of love and commitment���

 
Sonnet 116 
 
A conflicted Macbeth cannot justify the killing of King Duncan in this famous scene 
from Macbeth. A resolved and ambitious Lady Macbeth enters and uses her full arsenal 
of persuasion on her wavering husband.  
 
Macbeth Act I scene 7 
 
Mercutio, Romeo’s friend possesses both the soul of a poet and the intensity of a 
madman. Here he lectures Romeo on the perils of falling in love in  this whimsical speech 
from Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Romeo and Juliet Act I scene 4 
 
Romeo however will not be swayed, like a true lover he risks his life by sneaking  into 
the orchard of his sworn enemy if only to catch a glimpse of his beloved  Juliet. What 
follows is one of the most beautiful scenes in all of Shakespeare, the  balcony scene 
from Romeo and Juliet. 

Romeo and Juliet Act II scene II 

Devotion to a loved one is the theme of this next speech from All’s Well That Ends Well       
Helena the daughter of a famous doctor appeals to the Countess who is the mother of 
Bertram a French Count. Undaunted by Bertram’s superior  social status and apparent 
indifference, Helena pleads her case. 

All’s Well That Ends Well Act I scene 3 

Aaron, the Moor, the mastermind behind a great deal of the suffering in Titus    
Andronicus gives us insight into his unrepentant madness in this speech fo Shakespeare’s 
bloodiest tragedy.  
 
Titus Andronicus Act Five scene 3 
 
Edgar a young nobleman has been framed in an assassination plot on his father the Duke 
of Gloucester by his bastard brother Edmund. Fearing for his life, he flees to the 
countryside and adopts a disguise to save himself. 
 
King Lear Act II scene 3 
 



In this scene from As You Like It, Phoebe a shepherdess lays down the law to her devoted 
Shepherd Silvius. 

 As You Like it Act III scene 5 

Here’s yet another look at love in this monologue from Twelfth Night. Viola who  has 
become shipwrecked on the Island of Illyria disguises herself as a man in  order to 
survive. She is quickly hired by the Count Orsino to plead his love suit to  the Countess 
Olivia. Here Viola realizes the Countess has fallen in love with her  in her male 
disguise!  
 
Twelfth Night Act II scene 2 
 
Iago is one of the great villains in all of Shakespeare. It is difficult to determine  the 
true source of his intense hatred of General Othello; is it jealousy, revenge madness or a 
combination all three? In this speech form Othello, Iago outlines a  few possible motives. 
 
Othello Act I scene 1 
 
In this scene from the comedy Much Ado About Nothing , Beatrice and Benedick have 
just confessed their love for each other; but Lady Beatrice wants Benedick to challenge 
his best friend Claudio to a duel after Claudio has publicly humiliated Lady Beatrice’s 
cousin Hero on her wedding day.  
 
Much Ado About Nothing Act IV scene 1 
 
Macbeth’s madness comes to an end in this climactic fight from the play of the same 
name. Here Macduff avenges the deaths of his wife and children and saves Scotland from 
Macbeth’s tyranny.  
Macbeth Act V scene 8 

A group of Athenian laborers have come together to perform a play honoring Duke 
Theseus’ wedding day in this comic scene from A  Midsummer Night’s Dream. The 
laborers mean well, but unfortunately their lack of experience really shows! 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream Act V scene I 

The Tempest, Shakespeare’s final play is about forgiveness and the power of magic. Here 
Prospero the magician explains the nature of illusion and of life to his daughter Miranda 
and her betrothed, Ferdinand. 

The Tempest Act IV scene 1 

 
 



FAMOUS QUOTES FROM OUR SCENES 
 
False face must hide what the false heart doth know. 
        Macbeth 

 
But soft, what light through yonder window breaks? 
   It is the east and Juliet is the sun 
                      Romeo and Juliet 

   
 

What’s in a name? A rose by any other name would smell as sweet? 
          Juliet 
 

 You are called plain Kate and bonny Kate and sometimes  
 Kate the curst. 
   Taming of the Shrew 
 

The play’s the thing wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the King! 
         Hamlet 
 

I dare do all that may become a man, who dares do more is none. 
         Macbeth 
 

Time, thou must untangle this not I, it is too heard a knot for me to 
untie! 

Twelfth Night 
 

     Bloody, bawdy villain! 
          Hamlet 
 

O God that I were a Man! I would eat his heart in the market place! 
        Much Ado About Nothing 
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 Post-Show Activities 
 

1. Below is a list of quotes contained in Bard’s Best!  
2. Have group count off. Whatever quote corresponds to their number, 

that corresponding quote will be theirs to work with through the entirety of this 
exercise.    

3. Have them get familiar as possible with their 
quote. (Give them a couple of minutes for this). 

4. Once they are familiar with their quotes, have the group form a circle. 
Participants should then verbally “toss” their quote  across the circle to another 
member of the group. If you would like to accompany this exercise with the 
“physical” toss of a ball while the quote is being verbally “tossed,” you may do 
so, have fun! 

1. I love you with so much of my heart that none is left to protest. Much Ado About Nothing 
2. I know I love in vain, strive against hope. All’s Well That Ends Well. 3. I follow him to serve 
my turn upon him. Othello  4. I swear I’ll cuff you if you strike again.  Taming of the Shrew.   
5. Fortune forbid my outside hath not charmed her!  Twelfth Night 6.O time, thou must untangle 
this not I! Twelfth Night  7.  My love thou art, my love I think. Midsummer  8.  Thus die I, thus, 
thus, thus. Midsummer  9. With love’s light wings did I o’erperch these walls. Romeo and Juliet 
10. What shall I swear by? Romeo and Juliet. 11.  I dare do all that may become a man. Macbeth 
12. If we should fail? Macbeth 13. O’ what a rogue and peasant slave! am I! Hamlet  14.  Whiles I  
fly thee for I would not injure thee. 16.  Now I do frown on thee with all my heart.  As You Like It 
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Study Guide Preparation: Allen O’Reilly, Education Director 


