SESSION GUIDELINES FOR FAITHFUL FINANCIAL STEWARDSIR

“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.”
Psalm 24:1

All that we are and have belongs to God. We maljze the true value of all that we are and
have through careful stewardship of God’s worltew&rdship is more than a concept. Itis
a way of life lived from the graciousness of Gadd.gratitude to God and with care for
humanity and nature, we seek to live as Christeopfe in response to the renewal of all
creation that God has begun in Jesus Christ.

“All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas
or the world or life or death or the present or thefuture --
all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Qtist belongs to God.”
| Corinthians 3:21-22

When anyone of us becomes a member of the bodhri$tChe or she accepts God'’s call to
be a steward of the new creation. The literal nmepaf ‘steward’ is caretaker of another’s
household. It is a biblical concept that defines @lationship with God. We are partners
with God in caring for creation.

“Life is a gift to be received with gratitude; a task to be pursued with courage.”
The Confession of 1967

The mission of the Church is a mission of caring@od’s new creation in Jesus Christ.
How we respond to God and to both neighbor andreasupart and parcel of our
stewardship. As amazing as it may seem, God imsOhais called us into partnership as
stewards of the earth and its fullness. As AdathEave were caretakers of the Garden of
Eden before the fall, we in Christ have been restoo their place as caretakers of God’s
world.

Within this context of stewardship of God’s gifiscluding all we are and have, time, talents
and treasures, the Session of First Presbyterianc8linas adopted these guidelines for the
financial stewardship of Christ’'s church. We expaery member to consider these
prayerfully and seriously.

l. In order for our church to carry out an effeetmission, we need the offerings, large
or small, of everyone.

Il. We do not specify what any individual must gteebe a member of the church.
Financial stewardship is ultimately a matter betwae individual and God.

[l Even though one’s financial stewardship commant is between the individual and
God, the topic of financial stewardship itself ecagither be optional nor off the table
of discussion. Jesus Christ has given it this ingmze. We as a congregation can do
no less.



IV.  As stewards of God’s church, Christ calls eaths to offer a portion of what we
have been given to sustain the mission (purposti®thurch.

V. In biblical times, God’s people were requiredfter a tenth of their income to the
service of the Temple. A tenth is a tithe. Mahurches today, including ours,
encourage a tithe of income as an offering goal.

VI.  We encourage every member to contribute a porr percentage of her or his
income and challenge everyone to increase thabpas our gifts from God
increase.

VII.  Itis easy to fall into habits that make oufevings to the church an afterthought. But
for the Christian, the church is a priority, andleane of us should prayerfully plan
our offerings as seriously as we plan our expengstu

VIIIl. Stewardship is a spiritual discipline thatoghd be taught, beginning with children at
home and in our church school. If we begin to m@ke’s work a priority early on
in life, it will allow growth in stewardship as wmntinue our faith journey.

IX.  There are three ways to look at one’s offerings

1) as adonation: an amount we can give witklmoking about it or missing it;

2) asacommitment: an amount that we can gmewith some arrangement of our
priorities and planning;

3) as a sacrifice: an amount that we can give onlgibyg up something else.

We ask our members to think of our offerings to¢harch in the categories of a
commitment or a sacrifice rather than a donatife believe that this consists more
with what Christ is calling us to do.

In summary, stewardship is a much broader conbtapt financial stewardship. All we are,
not just what we have, belongs to God. Withoutgfis of time and talent, the church
cannot carry out Christ's mission. This messagg loaparticularly important for our youth
who have so much to offer, but whose financial veses are limited. Also, there are those
among us who struggle to meet their basic expergditan food, shelter and clothing. They
cannot be expected to sacrifice these life negessiTheir stewardship is just as important
as any other because their gifts of time and taentital to the life of this congregation.

Many others of us have received more than enougdériakgifts. If what we have received
allows us to spend our resources among many optioes the Session asks us to think
prayerfully and seriously about making the missd&hrist’s church a high priority in the
area of financial stewardship.

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Matthew 5:21



