
ST. CLOUD FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY  

ANNUAL MEETING   

February 9, 2011 
 

The Annual Meeting of the St. Cloud Friends of the Library was held in the Bremer Room of the 

St. Cloud Public Library on Wednesday, February 9, 2011.  President Jo Weis called the meeting 

to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Board members present : Jo Weis (Pres.), Joanne Kudrna (V. Pres.), Bev Pehler (Sec.), Ingunn 

Sverrisdottir (Treas.),Dick Jokinen, Buzz Snyder, Steve Engels, Karen Mrja and Rose Ford. 

 

Library staff present: Chris Mallo, Michele Monson, Trude de Goede, and Mic Golden. 

Also present were Dottie Martini, Charles McCarthy, Mike Schaefer, Jackelyn Bekius, Kathy 

Snyder, Bena Zimmer, Ginny Clark, Dennis Weis, Marcia Summers, Marly Keller and Jane 

Armstrong. 

 

Copies of the 2010 Annual Meeting secretary’s report, the 2011 nominations committee report, 

and the Winter 2011 newsletter containing the 2010 Financials and proposed 2011 Budget were 

handed out. 

 

After those present had an opportunity to read the Secretary’s Report, a motion was made by 

Steve Engels to approve the 2010 Annual Meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Buzz 

Snyder.  Motion passed. 

 

Ingunn Sverrisdottir presented the financial reports (2010 Budget/Actual and 2010 Balance 

Sheet) for the past year and the proposed 2011 Budget.  The Treasurer called attention to several 

items of interest: The cash reserves are not an accurate account and will be corrected; The 

Library PlusYou third payment of $8000. has been made and only two payments remain in FOL 

commitment; The Bookstore operating expenses in 2010 included the ½ share payment of 

Bookstore Revenue to GRRL and  that ½ share payment will be listed as a Grant to GRRL in the 

2011 Budget; and  the Bookstore revenue has increased and the proposed 2011 Budget reflects 

that increase.   

 

In the proposed 2011 Budget, it was also noted: The ½ share of Bookstore Revenue will be listed 

as a Grant to GRRL since it is not considered a Bookstore expense.  OverDrive will be listed as a 

Grant item and Young Adult Services, Children’s Services, and Adult Services will now be listed 

as Services rather than Programs. 

 

Dick Jokinen moved approval of the 2010 Budget/Actual and Balance Sheet report as presented.  

The motion was seconded by Karen Mrja. .Motion passed.  A motion for approval of the 2011 

Budget was made by Dick Jokinen and seconded by Karen Mrja..The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

President Jo Weis read the proposed Amendment to By-laws (Article VII, Section 5) 

[Proposed new language is underlined.] 

     “Six members of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum. 



      The Board may conduct business via e-mail or telephone when a 

      Decision is needed before the next scheduled meeting. 

Rose Ford moved to adopt the proposed change to the By-laws.  The motion was seconded by 

Bev Pehler.  Motion passed. 

 

The President announced that Membership dues for 2011 are the same as they have been for the 

past 2 years: Family $25.00. Individual $15.00, Senior/Student $10.00    

Membership forms as well as the Board minutes can be found on the  FOL web sites. 

Web site addresses: wwwstcloudfriends.org        wwwstcloudfriends.com 

The Nominating Committee ( Buzz Snyder and Dick Jokinen ) presented the Nominations Slate 

for the 2011 St. Cloud Friends of the Library Executive Board: Incumbents (Not Up for 

Election):                  Nominated for Election as Vice-President:                          

   New President: Joanne Kudrna                        Karen Mrja- 2 yrs term 

   Treasurer: Ingunn Sverrisdottir 

   Past President: Jo Weis 

Nominated for Re-election as Directors:         Nominated for Election as Secretary: 

   Steve Engels- 2yrs.                                           Dorothy Martini- 2yrs. 

   Buzz Snyder- 2yrs. 

   Dick Jokinen- 1yr. 

Nominated for Election as Directors: 

   Jackelyn Bekius – 2 yrs. 

   Charles McCarthy – 2yrs. 

   Michael Schaefer – 1yr. 

 

Candidates were recognized as their names were read.  There were no nominations from the 

floor.  Buzz Snyder moved a unanimous ballot for the slate of nominations.  Dick Jokinen 

seconded and the motion passed. 

 

President Jo Weis next introduced four members of the Library staff who gave reports and 

reviews of the impact St Cloud Friends of the Library has on their respective areas of service. 

 

Michele Monson, Regional Supervisor presented statistics which included: There were 44,602 

registered borrowers in 2010 and by the end of the year there were 49,103; New registrations 

averaged 15 per day and they continue; 961 groups rented the meeting rooms; 170,00 patrons 

logged on; 1.1 million items were checked out at the desk in 2010 and 75,000 requests were 

processed. 

 

Mic Golden, Collections Director, reported that most of the $992.67 Barnes & Noble gift card 

that FOL granted to the Library collections area was spent on DVDs because there is a larger 

discount on those items.  The FOL grant to OverDrive was used to purchase e-books and audio 

books.  There were 818 requests for e-books and only about 500 for audio books.  Adult non-

fiction has been the major purchase with gift money.  6,180 items donated by the public were 

added to the Library collection in 2010. 

Trudy de Goede, Reference Specialist (Adult/Teen Services), reported that OverDrive has begun; 

the Rosetta Stone language learning software is being used for English as a Second Language ,as 

well as other languages including Arabic, French, German, Italian, and Mandarin Chinese; The 



Minnesota and St. Cloud Collections have been added to from the Stearns History  Museum; 72 

ESL classes were offered; and 61 tests were proctored at the Library in 2010. 

 

Chris Mallo, Children Services Specialist, reported that Grant money from St. Cloud FOL 

provided materials for the following programs: Cookie Cottage Creations for ages 7-12, Trick & 

Treat, 2010 Summer Reading Program, Percy Jackson Program, Animal Sleepover in the 

Library, and the St. John’s Arboretum program. 

 

The Treasurer presented a check for $4,000 to Chris as this year’s Grant to Children Services. 

 

Jo Weis received a round of applause in appreciation for her years of service to the St. Cloud 

Friends of the Library as President . 

 

Two Executive Board members, Rose Ford and Bev Pehler, who are retiring from the Board, 

also received a round of applause. 

 

Joanne Kudrna made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Steve Engels.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25p.m. 

 

 

 

Beverly Pehler, 

Secretary 

 


