Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws Leadership Conference – Youth Perspective
by
Natasha Walker, Cobb Alcohol Taskforce Youth Council Chair & Marietta High School Senior
I’m very pleased to get the year started for the youth council. We’ve already started planning for our Youth Council Summit to be held on October 29. At the summit we hope to have at least 100 youth attend. At the summit, we will set them up with the essential things to take the service projects we present and implement them throughout Cobb County. 
 Also, I attended the EUDL Conference this summer with the taskforce and I really enjoyed myself. While there, I attended many workshops; two stood out in particular. A panel of college students discussed how they make efforts to work even partnering across states in order to not just stop underage drinking, but to educate their peers and community on the consequences. This shows that it does not stop in high school, there are even college students working for change. 
In another, we had a discussion about how media influences everything we do and how sometimes youth and adults have different views of what the media’s saying. There was an advertisement stating “Let a stranger drive you home”! To adults the message seemed almost positive. Oh yeah don’t drink and drive. Youth however, saw that the advertisement was encouraging riding with a stranger home. This person could be taking advantage of the young ladies and maybe not even take them home. The advertisement seemed to say that it’s ok to drink and engage in otherwise risky behavior.    
I gained some really great ideas to help the youth council move forward and help our activities become more youth-led. I believe we can make a change and look forward to participating in many activities planned for this upcoming year. As it’s been said, “the children are the future” and the moves that youth council makes this year will help the council grow and create leaders in the schools, community and for the future. 


