Congratulations to our swimmers at the recent Commonwealth Youth Games, who gave us so much to cheer about.
Star of the show was Isle of Man Team Captain, eighteen year old Gubay Chase Your Dreams Scholarship holder Grant Halsall, with two silver and one bronze medals.   Between them the four swimmers appeared in eight finals, and broke Manx Records on six occasions.

Halsall’s silver medals came in the 50m and 200m backstroke.  He set a new Manx Senior Record in the heat of the shorter event to qualify fourth for the final in 25.81 seconds, where he improved on his record to just miss out on the top podium spot with 25.32.  
In the 200m heat he finished just outside his Manx Senior Record to qualify in third place for the final, where he went just over two seconds faster to finish in one minute 57.29 and pick up the silver medal.  He again finished fourth in the heats of the 100m backstroke, but stormed to third place in the final in 54.55, yet another Manx Senior Record.
These three swims see Halsall top of the Short Course British rankings for eighteen year olds, and prove that after a year of illness and injury he is back on top form.  He now needs to reproduce swims of this calibre in a long course (50m) pool, and his dream of competing for GB in the 2012 Olympics could well become a reality.

As usual, fifteen year old Charlotte Atkinson had the busiest schedule of the swim team.  Despite being in the lowest half of the fourteen to seventeen age range, she got through to four finals and reduced her own Manx Senior and Junior Records twice in the 400m freestyle, with four minutes 24.72 in the heats and four mins. 24.20 for eighth place in the final.
Her highest finish came in the 400m individual medley, where she qualified for the final in sixth place, then swam nearly three seconds quicker to finish in fifth in four min. 52.20.  In doing so she left competitors from the ‘big’ swimming nations of Australia, New Zealand and South Africa trailing in her wake.

In addition Charlotte also qualified for the finals and finished sixth in the 200m backstroke and 200m butterfly.  The 800m and 200m freestyle saw her finish in eleventh and thirteenth places.

Laura Kinley, also fifteen, was the other local finalist, with a seventh place in the 50m breaststroke, although her time of 33.43 seconds was just outside of her best.  She also competed in the 100m and 200m breaststroke, finishing eleventh and ninth respectively, and was seventeenth in the 50m freestyle.
Seventeen year old Tom Bielich competed in the freestyle events, finishing fourteenth in the 50m, seventeenth in the 100m and twenty first in the 200m.
The standard of swimming from all the countries was very impressive, with several competitors having recently competed in the World Championships in Shanghai and the World Junior Championships in Peru, and although there were many close finishes, all but four of the medals were shared between Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and the home nations of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.   In all, 42 countries competed, and of the four medals not won by the major nations three went to the Isle of Man and one to Cyprus, with Omiros Zagkas taking bronze in the 50m breaststroke.

The vast majority of the officials, totalling approximately one hundred, were local volunteers with just half a dozen coming over from the UK to assist.   Many thanks to all our volunteers, who put in countless hours both over the weekend and in preparation over the past two years, to help run the event to such a high international standard.  Also thanks to the Isle of Man Swimming Association who have run several training courses to increase the numbers of local qualified officials.
