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The Manx swim team for this year’s NatWest Island Games may have been small, but the five girls performed brilliantly to return with two golds, four silvers and three bronze.

Charlotte Atkinson got the team off to a flying start in her first event, the 400m individual medley.  Her heat time of four minutes 55.41 was a lifetime best by four second, a Manx Record by three seconds and qualified her for the final in second place.  A stunning swim in the final saw her go nearly five seconds faster with four minutes 50.78 to take the gold medal and set a new Games Record.  This also catapults her to the top of the British rankings for fourteen year olds.

Charlotte had by far the busiest schedule over the four day event, but as testament to her hard training and the excellent coaching from Sacha Djerfi, she won her second gold on day three in the 200m backstroke with a time of two minutes 16.86.  This swim was a new Junior Manx Record and a second and a half outside the Games record held by fellow Manx swimmer Olivia Rawlinson, and gives her third place in British age group rankings.

Two of the teams silver medals also came Charlotte’s way, with another Manx record of eight minutes 55.92 in the 800m freestyle, along with another third spot in British rankings, and two minutes 21.20 for the 200m butterfly.   In the same session as her superb 800m freestyle she also won a bronze in the 200m individual medley in two minutes 23.93.

Breaststroke specialist, Laura Kinley, made three trips to the rostrum, despite suffering badly from asthma all week.  She took silver in the 50m and 200m breaststroke, in 33.71 and two minutes 38.91, the latter setting a new Manx record and the first time she has broken two min. 40.  The 100m gave her a bronze medal in a time of one minute 14.23.  

The other Manx medal winner was Poppy Evans with a bronze in the 50m breaststroke in a time of 34.42.

The girls were unlucky to finish just outside the medals in all four of the relays, finishing in fourth place each time.  It wasn’t all bad news though, as three of the swims set new Manx records.  In the 4 x 50m freestyle event the three medal winning girls were joined by Steph Brew to set a time of one minute 52.03.   In the medley relays the three girls were joined by Hannah Howitt, recording two minutes 03.39 in the 4 x 50m event, and four minutes 30.63 in the 4 x 100m race.

Nine medals in total was a very impressive result from a team of five swimmers, with coach Sacha Djerfi rightly proud of the performances and determined to return from Bermuda in two years time with an even bigger haul.







Chairman: Clive D Parrish
                                         Secretary: Rosemary Kinley                                     Treasurer: Mike Kennish

