        ISLE OF MAN SWIMMING ASSOCIATION

PRESS RELEASE – JULY 2011

[image: image1.png]













Earlier this month a team of over thirty Manx swimmers took part in the City of Liverpool Summer Sprint Meet and to their great credit the boys were top club on points and the girls were second. This gave the Isle of Man second place overall out of thirty four clubs from all over the UK.

Isle of Man Swimming has been increasing the number of competitors it sends to this meet over recent years, and this success is an indication that the grass roots of the sport are well established.  Under the expert eye of National Coach, Sacha Djerfi, some of the swimmers on the team should make up the backbone of future Island Games teams.

For the boys there were five Manx medal winners, with nine year old Peter Allen, completely undaunted by his first outing in a 50m pool, taking silver in the 50m backstroke in 43.58, and bronzes in 50m butterfly and breaststroke in 43.40 and 52.71 respectively.  He just missed out on another four medal, with a fourth place in the 50m freestyle.

Ben Kebbell, twelve, came home with seven medals, taking silvers in the 200m individual medley (two min 42.81), 50m backstroke (35.38), 50m breaststroke (38.23), 100m backstroke (one min 15.95), 100m breaststroke (one min 22.35) and 100m butterfly (one min 19.43).  His other medal was a bronze in the 50m freestyle in a time of 31.19.

Fifteen year old Luke Guthrie added five bronzes to the Manx medal haul in the 200m individual medley (two min 29.50), 50m butterfly (29.50), 50m backstroke (31.00), 50m breaststroke (36.57) and 100m breaststroke (one min 21.34).

Ben Donaldson took bronze in the thirteen year olds 50m breaststroke in 37.28, and just missed out on the medals, finishing fourth, in the 100m breaststroke and 100m freestyle.

Zak Keig was the other medal winners for the boys with silvers in the 200m individual medley (two min 33.59) and the 100m breaststroke (one min 19.51), and a bronze in the 50m breaststroke in 36.23.

The girls were also keen to get on the medal rostrum, with fourteen year old Allana Kelly taking a particular liking to the top spot with no less than five golds.  These came in the 100m backstroke (one min 14.09), 50m butterfly (31.82), 100m freestyle (one min 05.85), 50m freestyle (29.88) and 50m backstroke (34.41).  She also took bronze in the 100m butterfly in one min 14.07 and the 200m individual medley with two min 43.46.

Freya Keig was not to be outdone by her big brother and took bronzes in the fifteen year olds 100m freestyle in one min 08.67 and the 100m breaststroke in one min 30.16.

The fifteen year olds 100m backstroke saw two medals for the Isle of Man with Danielle Ackers taking the gold in one min 21.84 and Lauren Jones the bronze in one min 26.84.  Danielle also took first spot in the 50m backstroke in 37.39 and Lauren was third in the 50m breaststroke in 40.59.  

Other medals came from thirteen year old Sarah Wignall with a time of 39.90 for a silver in the 50m breaststroke, Samantha Titterton took bronze over the same distance for twelve year olds in 41.20, and eleven year old Kirsten Vickery took a bronze in the 50m freestyle in 32.99.
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