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The final event of the local swimming season, the Microgaming Sprint Meet, saw Commonwealth Youth Games hopefuls Charlotte Atkinson, 14, and Laura Kinley, 15, once again on top form, with three new Manx records.  Their first event saw the girls, who are both Sports Aid Foundation recipients, going head to head in the fourteen and over 50m freestyle.  In their most recent outing over this distance, at the NorthWest Regional Championships in Liverpool, it was Kinley who had the upper hand, but this time it was Atkinson who touched first by over half a second in 27.25, to take a quarter of a second of the Senior Island Record held jointly by Heather Millar and Gaby Henrard.  It was also a new Junior Record, which had previously been held by Millar.

Next up was the 50m backstroke, where both Senior and Junior Records stood to Olivia Rawlinson, at 31.26 and 31.14 respectively.  Atkinson’s winning margin was over a second and a half from Allana Kelly, and her time of 31.10 lowered both Senior and Junior figures.

Breaststroke specialist Kinley had set new records for the sprint event just two months ago at the Swagelok Island Championships with 33.74, but not wanting her teammate to take all the glory for breaking records, she swam a magnificent 33.24 to win by over three seconds from Stephanie Brew.

This just left the 50m butterfly to make it a clean sweep of records, but it was not to be and Atkinson’s winning time of 30.34 was just eleven hundredths of a second outside of Millar’s records.

The meet is not a registered event for UK rankings, but Kinley’s breaststroke time is just two hundredths of a second off the fastest ranking time in the fifteen years age group, whilst Atkinson’s times in the freestyle and butterfly are also within top ten times for her age group.
The corresponding boys’ events had some close finishes, but weren’t close to any records.  Luke Guthrie came out the victor in the freestyle, backstroke and butterfly, but was narrowly beaten by Zak Keig in the breaststroke.

In the twelve to thirteen years section Katie Callow took victory in all four of the girls 50m events, with Sarah Wignall her only rival to get anywhere near her in a close breaststroke race. For the boys’ Ben Donaldson won the breaststroke but had to settle for second behind James Hansford in the other three strokes. 

As expected Ciara Cassidy and Josh Corteen both had emphatic wins over all four strokes in the ten to eleven years races, but there was hot competition for the minor medals, especially amongst the girls with over twenty competitors.

Peter Allen was another four times winner, taking the top spot in all the eight and nine years boys’ events over 25m.  In the girls’ races, Lauren Callow won both the backstroke and butterfly, and was runner up in the freestyle and breaststroke to Emma Hodgson and Isabelle Barnes respectively.

Many thanks to Microgaming for their sponsorship, to all the officials for their hard work in preparation and on the night, and to all the swimmers who, once again, provided a superb show of fine racing and sportsmanship.

Results. 8-9 Years, all 25m, Girls. Freestyle, 1, E. Hodgson (Southern) 17.31. 2, L. Callow (Ramseian) 18.07. 3, V. Kinnin (R) 18.62. Backstroke, 1, L. Callow 21.57. 2, Hodgson 22.04. 3, F. Skillicorn (Douglas) 23.23. Breaststroke, 1, I. Barnes (S) 24.00. 2, L. Callow 25.53. 3, E. Wiltcher (R) 25.99.  Butterfly, 1, L. Callow 20.87. 2, Hodgson 23.66. 3, R. Turner (D) 24.24. Boys, Freestyle, 1, P. Allen (D) 17.00. 2, S. Corlett (R) 18.57. 3, H. Cruz-o-Dwyer 19.15. Backstroke, 1, Allen 20.67. 2, H. Cruz-o-Dwyer 22.34. 3, S. Corlett 23.28. Breaststroke, 1, Allen 23.85. 2, H. Cruz-o-Dwyer 25.72. 3, S. Corlett 26.39. Butterfly, 1, Allen 19.40. 2, L. Corlett (R) 20.57. 3, S. Corlett 22.00. 10-11 Years, all 50m, Girls. Freestyle, 1, C. Cassidy (D) 31.03. 2, K. Vickery (R) 33.48. 3, G. Guthrie (S) 34.64. Backstroke, 1, Cassidy 37.78. 2, Vickery 39.79. 3, Z. Maclean (D) 40.74. Breaststroke, 1, Cassidy 44.61. 2, G. Guthrie 45.43. 3, M. Short (R) 48.35. Butterfly, 1, Cassidy 33.75. 2, Vickery 40.20 3, J. Hill (R) 40.83. Boys, Freestyle, 1, J. Corteen (R) 32.13. 2, H. Katz (S) 35.17. 3, J. Cowin (R) 35.71. Backstroke, 1, Corteen 41.22 2, Katz 42.37. 3, H. Peake (D) 43.45. Breaststroke, 1, Corteen 48.74. 2, Peake 50.20 3, T. Payne (D) 50.91. Butterfly, 1, Corteen 41.18. 2, O. Cruz-o-Dwyer(D) 43.10 3, Katz 43.83. 12-13 Years, all 50m, Girls. Freestyle, 1, K. Callow (R) 29.44 2, S. Wignall (S) 31.45. 3, A. Kinley (D) 31.68. Backstroke, 1, K. Callow 34.43. 2, S. Titterton (D) 36.92. 3, M. Howland (S) 36.95. Breaststroke, 1, K. Callow 39.05. 2, Wignall 40.00. 3, Titterton 40.44. Butterfly, 1, K. Callow 33.93. 2, Howland 36.71. 3, S. Fletcher (S) 36.80. Boys, Freestyle, 1, J. Hansford (D) 28.35. 2, B. Donaldson (D) 28.60. 3, B. Kebbell (D) 30.65. Backstroke, 1, Hansford 32.11. 2, Donaldson 34.96. 3, Kebbell 36.58. Breaststroke, 1, Donaldson 36.87. 2, Hansford 36.99. 3, Kebbell 38.19. Butterfly, 1, Hansford 34.10 2, Donaldson 34.23. 3, Kebbell 34.70. 14 and over, all 50m, Girls, Freestyle, 1, C. Atkinson (D) 27.25. 2, L. Kinley (D) 27.89. 3, A. Kelly (D) 29.19. Backstroke, 1, Atkinson 31.10. 2, Kelly 32.62. 3, H. Millar (R) 32.64. Breaststroke, 1, L. Kinley 33.24. 2, S. Brew (R) 36.53. 3, Atkinson 38.21. Butterfly, 1, Atkinson 30.34. 2, Kelly 31.77. 3, Milar 32.12. Boys, Freestyle, 1, L. Guthrie (S) 26.43. 2, A. Cowley (S) 26.67. 3, Z. Keig (D) 27.16. Backstroke, 1, L. Guthrie 31.36. 2, M. Copparelli (D) 32.48. 3, Cowley 32.74. Breaststroke, 1, Keig 34.39. 2, L. Guthrie 34.56. 3, Cowley 35.61. Butterfly, 1, L. Guthrie 29.34. 2, Cowley 29.89. 3, Keig 30.36.
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