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Ciara Cassidy, eleven, and twelve year old Ben Kebbell recently returned from the British Gas NorthWest Age Group Championships in Manchester with bronze medals.  

Cassidy’s came in the 100m butterfly, with her time of one minute 13.87 also giving her a fourth place in the current UK ranking lists for her age group.  In addition she achieved six other top eight places over two very busy consecutive weekends, making finals in all strokes apart from breaststroke.  She finished fourth in the 400m individual medley in five minutes 50.79, and fifth in the 200m butterfly with two minutes 49.86.  In the freestyle races she came sixth in the 200m in two minutes 26.67, eighth in the 400m in five minutes 09.82 and fifth in the 800m in ten minutes 37.60.  Unfortunately she was just too keen in the 100m and was disqualified for a false start.  In the 200m backstroke she was eighth in two minutes 46.21.  

Kebbell’s bronze was in the 200m breaststroke with a time of two minutes 53.27.  In his specialist stroke he also finished sixth over 100m with one minute 21.88, and came 5th in the 100m backstroke in one minutes 14.74.

In contrast to the older age groups, where the girls, but none of the boys, are busy preparing for the Nat West Island Games, the remainder of the team on this trip was all male.  Thirteen year old James Hansford came away with a fourth place over 200m backstroke in a time of two minutes 24.72 and fifth in the 100m in one minute 08.37.  In the fourteen years events Mark Copparelli finished fifth in the longest event in the programme, the 1500m in a time of eighteen minutes 16.04.  

Other swimmers representing the Island but not making finals were Ben Donaldson, Joshua Corteen and Duncan Wilson.

This was the first time that enough junior swimmers have all qualified for a long course meet, and this gave them the chance to compete in the relays, setting inaugural Junior Manx Records over 400m medley and freestyle.  James Hansford, Mark Copparelli and Duncan Wilson were joined by Ben Donaldson in setting a time of four minutes 12.29 for the freestyle, and by Ben Kebbell to complete the medley in four minutes 49.36.  Well done boys!

To round off very busy time for swimmers, coaches and accompanying adults, a train delay meant they missed their flight home from Liverpool on Sunday evening, and the IOM swimming Association would like to thank the IOM Steam Packet for their assistance in accommodating the team on the overnight sailing from Heysham.
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