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Commonwealth Youth Games swimmers Charlotte Atkinson and Laura Kinley were on top form at the recent British Gas National Youth Championships at the 50m Ponds Forge Pool at Sheffield.  Both girls were competing in the fourteen to fifteen year olds events, and both qualified for one final.

Charlotte swam in six events over the five days, with seven of her ten swims creating new Manx Senior and Junior Records.  Her first day was the toughest, with heats and semi-finals for the 200m individual medley, 200m butterfly and 200m backstroke.   

Her time of two minutes 26.24 for the medley was just outside the record,   but her times of two min. 24.21 for the butterfly and two min. 21.36 for the backstroke were both new records, and ensured her place in the semi finals for all three events.   In the medley semi-final she went nearly two seconds faster than her morning swim, in two min. 24.29, which broke the record she narrowly missed in the morning.  The butterfly was up next and, once again, she bettered her morning time with two min. 23.82.  This gave her 13th place in both races, with the fastest ten going through to the final.

After five outstanding 200m swims in one day it was no wonder that the time for her backstroke semi-final was down on her heat swim, finishing nineteenth in two min 25.40.    As Charlotte is still fourteen she will be in the same age group next year, with all but two or three of those making it through to the finals moving up to the next age group.

After a day’s rest she was back in the pool again, this time completing the 800m freestyle in nine min. 14.80 to knock over four seconds of the Manx Senior and Junior Records and another 13th place.

Her last event of the meet was the 400m individual medley, with her heat time of five min. 04.59 and taking her through to the final in joint eighth place.  This was, yet again, a new Manx Senior and Junior Record, which she bettered in the final with five min. 03.02 for 9th place.

Laura Kinley competed in the 100m and 200m breaststroke, with her best swims coming in the shorter distance.  Her heat time of one min. 15.23 was just outside her best, and qualified her for the semi-final in fourteenth place.  With the fastest ten going through to the final she knew she had to raise her game to get another swim, and that is exactly what she did; finishing in 9th place with one min. 14.42 to take over half a second off her own Manx Senior and Junior Records.  

But things did not go according to plan in the final, where she fell foul of the stringent starting rules and found herself disqualified for a slight movement on the blocks before the starting signal.  

In the 200m her time of two min. 45.81 lowered her Manx Junior Record, but did not take her further in the competition.

Poppy Evans also competed in the 200m breaststroke, in the sixteen to seventeen age group, and finished outside her best with two min. 50.21.

James Hansford and Ben Kebbell swam in the National Age Group Championships immediately before the Youth Championships and also acquitted themselves well.

In the thirteen year olds 200m backstroke James produced a personal best time of two min.22 06 to finish 13th, missing out on the final by just one and a half seconds.  Twelve year old Ben Kebbell completed the 200m breaststroke in two min. 51.57.

National Coach, Sacha Djerfi, is rightly proud of his swimmers’ performances, some of whom were competing at the National Championships form the first time, and eagerly awaiting next weeks’ Commonwealth Youth Games, which will see Atkinson and Kinley joined by Grant Halsall and Tom Bielich in the Manx team.
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