Swagelok Isle of Man Swimming Championships
Weekend 2 of the championships saw 8 new island records, including three individual records for 15 year old Heather Millar, who also contributed to the one new relay record.  Her time of 58.71 in winning the 14/15 years 100m freestyle was an excellent swim, and the first time a local woman has been under 59 seconds for the 4 length race, giving her a senior and junior record.  Her two other records came in the 50m sprint events, with 30.23 for the butterfly, once again setting new senior and junior figures, and 27.83 as lead off for Ballakermeen in the secondary schools 4 x 50m freestyle relay gave her a new junior record.  
Tom Bielich, 14, broke the oldest record in the book when he swam 8 min 40.70 for the 800m freestyle, to set new senior and junior records, the former having been held by Steve Cooil for 41 years.  He also set a new junior record in the 200m individual medley with 2 min 15.75.

Olivia Rawlinson, 16, and 15 year old Poppy Evans where also on record breaking form, with Rawlinson reducing her own 100m backstroke senior record to 1 min 04.93, and Evans breaking a nineteen year old Suzanne Brown junior record with 35.40 for 50m breaststroke.

Ramseian Swimming Club should be justly proud of a successful weekend as all the record breakers are their club members.  It was fitting then, that in the penultimate event of the weekend the three girls mentioned above should join forces with 13 year old Katie Blaker to knock nearly 4 seconds off the senior record for the 4 x 50m medley with 2 min 05.53.

With selection for this year’s island games looming swimmers were focusing on consideration times, and the spectators were not left disappointed, especially in the girls events.  Whilst most swimmers are delighted to meet the target on their chosen events, Rawlinson has now achieved the times on all of the events at the games, a remarkable achievement.  In addition to this Millar achieved times in her three record breaking events and the 100m backstroke, Blaker in the 100m backstroke, 200m individual medley and 50m breaststroke, Evans in the 50m and 200m breaststroke, whilst Rachel Ganley made the cut for the 200m individual medley and Hannah Howitt for the 800m freestyle.  For the men Bielich’s 200 individual medley made the mark and veteran of many Island and Commonwealth Games, 30 year old Dane Harrop, swam a time of 2 min 14.43 to win the 200m butterfly, well under the consideration time.
The strength in depth in some events was particularly impressive, non more so than the ladies 100m freestyle.  In addition to Millar and Rawlinson going under the minute there were another ten girls under 1 min 6 seconds; and in the ladies 200m individual medley the first four swimmers all ducked under the island games consideration time.
In the men’s events Harrop was also first home in the 100m backstroke and 50m butterfly whilst Matheu Marshall was a convincing winner in both the 50m and 200m breaststroke.  In the 100m freestyle Philip Harrison was the overall winner, recording 55.34 to take the 14- 15 years final with Tom Bielich not far behind in 55.47.  Winning the 16 and over final Andrew Cowley was third overall in 55.78.
In the younger age groups, where island records and island games are dreams of the future, there were also some impressive swims.  11 year old Katie Callow, again from Ramseian, won all her events in the 11 and under age group, proving what a good all rounder she is with wins in the 50m breaststroke in 41.06, 50m butterfly in 36.15, 100m backstroke in 1 min 22.30 and 100m freestyle in 1  min 08.87.  But already waiting in the wings to inherit her crown is Douglas swimmer, Ciara Cassidy, who finished 2nd in the 50m butterfly in 40.30 and fourth in the 100m backstroke and freestyle, and is just 9 years old!
As usual the relays provoked the most noise from the audience.  Scoill Ree Gorree were convincing winners in the girls primary schools freestyle relay, but had to settle for 2nd place to Scoill Vallajeelt in the corresponding boys event.  The northern swimmers were also on form in the secondary schools freestyle relays, with Ramsey Grammar School winning both girls and boys races.  In the 13 and under club freestyle relays Douglas were the double winners, and were also victorious in the open club boys medley relay.
