At the third and final weekend of the Swagelok Isle of Man Swimming Championships the island swimming community were lucky enough to witness what is probably the best performance by a Manx swimmer since the days of Alex Jackson, when 15 year old Grant Halsall obliterated the British Junior Record for 200m backstroke.  Halsall’s time of 1 min 58.67 knocked an incredible three and a half seconds off the previous record, and is the first time a British junior has been under 2 minutes for the event.  
As with any great athlete he made the whole thing look superbly easy, and was cheered on throughout by the entire race by a packed spectator gallery and all the other competitors on poolside.  Needless to say his time also lowered his own Manx senior and junior records, which had previously stood at 2 min 03.04.
The following day he was back in action in the 50m event, and once again hopes were high, but he knew that the sprint event would be a harder challenge for him than the 200m.  The British junior record for this event was 26.11, and in the morning heats he lowered his Manx records from 27.71 to 27.04.  Later in the day for the final, once again the crowd was behind him, but this time he touched just outside with 26.15.  This is still an incredible swim, taking over one and a half seconds of his Manx records in one day.
A further 5 Manx records were also broken over the weekend, three of them by Olivia Rawlinson. On Saturday she reduced her own 50m backstroke senior record to 31.14 and continued on Sunday by swimming 4 min 26.30 to win the 400m freestyle and 1 min 05.62 for the 100m butterfly for two more senior records.  She also came out winner in the 200m freestyle in 2 min 04.42, where she was pushed all the way by Heather Millar, the 100m breaststroke in 1 min 16.56, and the 200m backstroke in 2 min 18.43.
Following on from her 50m freestyle swim the week before, when she set a new junior record whilst leading off a relay, Heather Miller now had the senior record of Gaby Henrard in her sights in the individual event.  She won the event with 27.48 to exactly equal Henrard’s time from 1998 and, once again, lower the junior record.
After a thrilling battle with Philip Harrison, victory in the 200m freestyle went to 14 year old Tom Bielich in 1 min 58.40, which shaved one hundredth of a second off the Manx junior record.  The duo also battled in the 50m and 400m freestyle with Bielich coming home first in the longer event in 4 min 13.26 and Harrison getting his revenge in the sprint with a time of 25.56.
As with the previous week swimmers were keen to impress the NatWest Island Games selectors.  In addition to those mentioned above consideration times were also achieved by Hannah Howitt, Katie Blaker and Poppy Evans.  13 year old Blaker added to her titles of the previous week to ensure a clean sweep in all of her age group events over 50m and 100m, and finished 2nd behind Rawlinson in the open 200m backstroke in 2 min 22.37, over seven seconds inside the Games consideration time.
Following on from their victories the previous week over the 50m and 200m distances, Dane Harrop was a clear winner in the men’s 100m butterfly and Matheu Marshall the 100m breaststroke. 

11 year old Katie Callow also continued her good form from the week before with victories in all her age group races, the 50m backstroke and freestyle and 100m butterfly and breaststroke.  In the boys 11 and under and 12 to 13 events, wins over the two weekends were spread between no fewer than seven swimmers.  In the older age group Sam Kebbell won three of the 50m races, the butterfly, backstroke and freestyle and also the 100m freestyle, whilst Guy Davies took the 100m butterfly and breaststroke.  Mark Copparelli was first home in the 50m and 100m backstroke.  In the younger age group Jacob Callow seems to have inherited his mothers sprinting abilities (1990’s track start Danaa Myhill), albeit transferred from dry land to water, with wins over 50m in the butterfly, backstroke and freestyle events.  Ben Donaldson took victory in both 50m and 100m breaststroke, Duncan Wilson the 100m backstroke and freestyle and James Hansford the 100m butterfly.
Primary school medley relay victories went to Vallajeelt in the boys and Rushen in the girls, whilst QE2 took the corresponding boys event for secondary schools and Ramsey Grammar the girls.  In the open freestyle relays Douglas won the mens with Ramseian taking the ladies title.
The Isle of Man Swimming Association is delighted to announce the following swimmers have been selected to represent the Island at this years NatWest Island Games in Aaland

Ladies:- Rachel Ganley (Capt), Katie Blaker, Poppy Evans, Hannah Howitt, Heather Miller and Olivia Rawlinson

Men: Dane Harrop (Capt), Tom Bielich, Grant Halsall, Philip Harrison, Jonathan Price

