Derventio Excel Open Meet

Following hard on the heels of the Swagelok Isle of Man Swimming Championships, a group of twelve Manx swimmers travelled to Sheffield to compete in the Derventio Excel Open Meet and retuned home with a creditable haul of ten medals.  The event, which was held in the long course pool with separate competitions for each age group, attracted swimmers from all parts of the country.
The golden girl was 12 year old Allana Kelly, who further developed her dynamic swimming during the two previous weekends to take top spot in the 50m butterfly in a pb of 33.47 and bronze in the 50m backstroke in 36.03.  She also had top 10 finishes in the 100m butterfly and the 50m and 100m freestyle.

10 year old Jamie Corlett, competing in his first off island event, won two silver medals in the breaststroke events.  His times of 1 min 40.54 for the 100m and 3 min 28.53 for the 200m were very creditable swims for his first outing in a 50m pool.
Katie Callow and Ben Kebbell each came away with a silver and a bronze.  10 year old Ben won silver in the 50m breaststroke in 45.16 and bronze in the 100m freestyle in 1 min 13.76, both well inside his previous best times.  He just missed out on a medal in the 200m breaststroke and also achieved top ten finishes in six other events.  Katie, who is 11, took part in eleven events over the two days of competition and took silver in the 50m freestyle in 32.06 and bronze in the 50m breaststroke in 42.87and also had 5 other top ten finishes in what was a very hotly contested age group.
The two remaining medal winners were Guy Davies and Sam Kebbel, both 12.  Sam left it until his very last event, the 50m freestyle, to get on the podium, with 30.52 for the silver.  Guy’s bronze medal came in the 50m breaststroke with 40.84.
Of the other swimmers in the party, Ben Donaldson, Duncan Wilson and Mark Copparelli all made personal best times, but did not feature in the medals.  James Hansford, Lauren Trimble and Philip Harrison made up the rest of the team, who between them competed in over ninety events during the two days.  
