British National Championships

Following on from a successful NatWest Island Games, six Manx swimmers took part in the British National Age Group, Youth and Open Championships in Sheffield last month.
14 year old Tom Bielich, swimming for Millfield School, had four record breaking swims. He became the first Manxman to break 2 minutes for the 200m freestyle in a long course (50m) pool, with a time of 1 min 59.20, and also set new long course senior and junior records in the 400m freestyle with 4 min 19.29.  In a busy five day period he also broke the long course junior island records with 56.18 for 100m freestyle and 5 min 01.37 for 400m individual medley.
Grant Halsall lowered his own 50m long course senior and junior records with 27.21 for backstroke and 26.02 for butterfly.   The 50m races were ‘open’ events, with Britain’s top swimmers of all ages competing.  Halsall was the youngest qualifier for the final in the backstroke where he finished in 9th place, slightly slower than his heat time.  In the 100m events there were separate finals for each age group and he finished 2nd in the 15/16 years race in the 100m backstroke in 57.27 and has another year in this age group.  Halsall, competing for Plymouth Leander where he trains, was a member of the winning relay team in the 400m medley relay, swimming the butterfly leg.
Olivia Rawlinson was the other record breaker, with a time if 1 min 07.93 to better her own long course senior record for the 100m backstroke.  She also swam in the 100 and 200m freestyle, and the 200m backstroke and individual medley.

Other local swimmers were 14 year old Katie Blaker, and Philip Harrison and Heather Miller, both 15, the latter swimming for Plymouth Leander.  Katie swam in the 100m and 200m backstroke, Philip the 50m and 200m freestyle, and Heather the 50m, 100m, 200m and 400m freestyle.
