Five swimmers from the Isle of Man competed in the recent City of Derby long Course Meet, held at the Ponds Forge Pool in Sheffield.

Fourteen year old Stephanie Brew was on medal winning form in the sprint breaststroke events.  Her time of 35.95 for the open 50m event gave her a silver, and was also inside the consideration time for this year’s NatWest Island Games.  In her age group 100m event she qualified for the final in fourth place with one minute 21.21, where she improved both her time and position with one minute 19.47 and third place.  

Joshua Corteen continued his fine run of recent swims with a fourth place in the ten year olds 200m freestyle.  In a superbly timed swim he was lying eleventh at 50m and seventh at 100m before touching home in two minutes 35.52.   He used similar tactics in the 100m race, placing eighth at the half way mark before racing up the field to finish in one minute 14.17 for fifth position.
Tom Bielich was the other local swimmer with top ten placings: his time of two minutes 19.04 gave him fourth in the in the fifteen and over 200m individual medley and he finished ninth in the 50m freestyle in 25.81.
Also competing were Mark Copparelli, fourteen, and twelve year old Ben Kebbell who both acquitted themselves very well, particularly in the backstroke events for Mark and the breaststroke for Ben.

Unfortunately the Manx team had to leave before the end of the competition to catch their flight back to the island.  This denied Stephanie Brew the chance to race over 200m breaststroke, which could well have seen her earn another medal.

