The penultimate weekend of the Swagelok Isle of Man Swimming Championships took place recently at the NSC, with six girls giving a strong indication that they will be vying for places in next years’ NatWest Island Games team.
As expected, sixteen year old Poppy Evans dominated the breaststroke events with wins in both the 50m, in 35.48 and the 200m, in 2 min 43.96, but she had two thirteen year olds hot on her heals.  Stephanie Brew finished 2nd in the sprint event in 35.82, which was a massive pb, inside the Island Games consideration time and, with another two years as a junior, was just a third of a second outside of Evans’ Junior Island Record.  

Her winning margin over the longer event was greater, but this time it was Laura Kinley who claimed 2nd place, after a very strong last 100m, with 2 min 50.56.  Again this was a very impressive pb, and just half a second outside of the Island Games time.  Brew was third in 2 min 51.23.

15 year old Hannah Howitt had two convincing wins, with 2 min 28.25 for the 200m individual medley and 1 min 08.40 for the 100m backstroke, again both inside the Island Games consideration times.

Also beating the Island Games time in the 100m backstroke was 16 year old Heather Millar who finished in 2nd place in 1 min 09.28.  She was also just 5 hundredths of a second outside of the games time in the 100m freestyle, which she won in 1 min 01.05.
Charlotte Atkinson, 13, had a very busy weekend and came close to the island games mark in no less than four events.  She dominated the two toughest races in the swimming programme, taking the 400m individual medley in 5 min 15.73 and the 200m butterfly in 2 min 33.32.  She finished 2nd in the 200m individual medley in 2 min 31.64 and third in the 100m backstroke in 1 min 10.43.

The surprise swim of the meet on the men’s side was victory for Phillip Harrison over Commonwealth and Island Games veteran Dane Harrop in the 100m backstroke.  Harrison’s winning time was 1 min 01.26 and was just three tenths of a second ahead of Harrop, with both men just outside the Island Games time.  Harrison was also just outside of the games time in winning the 100m freestyle in 54.84, whilst Harrop also won the 50m and 200m butterfly.
The other winner in the men’s events was Jonathan Price, who showed the oppositions a clean pair of heals in the 200m and 400m individual medley,  and the 50m and 200m breaststroke.

At the other end of the age range 11 year old Ben Kebbell was a regular on the top of the podium with impressive wins in the 50m breaststroke, 100m freestyle and backstroke and the 400m individual medley.  He was denied a clean sweep of the 11 and under golds by Jacob Callow in the 50m butterfly.

Ciara Cassidy and Niamh Robinson, daughter of former Commonwealth Games swimmer Suzanne Brown, bagged all the gold medals in the 11 and under girls’ races.  Cassidy was victorious in the 50m butterfly, 100m freestyle and 400m individual medley, with Robinson taking the honours in the 50m breaststroke and 100m backstroke.
As usual, the relays had the audience in fine vocal form, particularly the secondary schools girls freestyle.  Ballakermeen got off to a slender lead, just .38 of a second ahead at the half way mark, but Ramsey Grammar then pulled away, only to be overhauled again in the final few metres to give Ballakermeen victory by less than a tenth of a second.  The following evening the positions were reversed for the boys’ event with Ramsey Grammar School victorious and Ballakermeen in 2nd.
Scoill Ree Gorry were in fine form, taking the top place in both the girls and boys primary school freestyle relays.

Douglas dominated the club relays, with the boys winning both the 13 and under freestyle and the open medley and the girls the 13 and under freestyle, but  Ramseian were clear winners in the girls open medley.

Results Open - Ladies. 400m individual medley 1, C. Atkinson 5 min 15.72. 2, H. Howitt 5:16.13. 3, S. Brew 5:36.11. 200m butterfly 1, C. Atkinson 2:33.32. 2, S. Brew 2:54.94. 3, P. Laice 3:02.18. 100m freestyle 1, H. Millar 1:01.05. 2, P. Evans 1:01.78. 3, H. Howitt 1:02.88. 100m backstroke 1, H. Howitt 1:08.40. 2, H. Millar 1:09.28. 3, C. Atkinson 1:10.43. 200m individual medley 1, H. Howitt 2:28.25. 2, C. Atkinson 2:31.64. 3, L. Trimble 2:40.82. 50m breaststroke 1, P. Evans 35.48. 2, S. Brew 35.82. 3, L. Kinley 36.68. 200m breaststroke 1, P. Evans 2:43.96. 2, L. Kinley 2:50.56. 3, S. Brew 2:51.23. 50m butterfly 1, H. Millar 31.29. 2, A. Kelly 32.01. 3, C. Breed 32.15. Open – Men. 400m individual medley 1, J. Price 4:53.11. 2, P, Harrison 4:57.08. 3, Z. Keig 5:42.79. 200m individual medley 1, J. Price 2:15.69. 2, P. Harrison 2:22.25. 3, L. Guthrie 2:32.09. 50m breaststroke  1, J. Price 31.74. 2, P. Harrison 33.01. 3, R. Frize 36.12. 200m breaststroke 1, J. Price 2:31.58. 2, Z. Keig 2:52.27. 3, L. Guthrie 2:52.90. 50m butterfly 1, D. Harrop 28.07. 2, P. Harrison 28.12. 3, R. Frize 29.25.  200m butterfly  1, D. Harrop 2:28.25. 2, R. Frize 2:38.63. 3, Z. Keig 2:53.35. 100m freestyle 1, P. Harrison 54.84. 2, T. Kelly 58.24. 3, A. Isaac 58.40. 100m backstroke 1, P. Harrison 1:01.26. 2, D. Harrop 1:01.56. 3, T. Kelly 1:07.90. 16 and over – Ladies. 400m individual medley 1, C. Breed 5:41.31.100m freestyle  1, H. Millar 1:01.05. 2, P. Evans 1:01.78. 3, C. Breed 1:03.73. 100m backstroke 1, H. Millar 1:09.28. 2, P.Evans 1:13.41. 3, C. Breed 1:15.21. 50m breaststroke 1, P. Evans 35.48., 2, C. Breed 40.86. 3, S. Coop 41.86. 50m butterfly 1, H. Millar 31.29. 2, C. Breed 32.15. 3, S. Coop 36.39. 16 and over– Mens 400m individual medley 1, J. Price 4:53.11. 2, P. Harrison 4:57.08.  50m breaststroke 1, J. Price 31.74. 2, P. Harrison 33.01. 3, R. Frize 36.12. 50m butterfly 1, D. Harrop 28.07. 2, P. Harrison 28.12. 3, R. Frize 29.25. 100m freestyle 1, P. Harrison 54.84. 2, T. Kelly 58.24. 3, A. Isaac 58.40. 100m backstroke 1, P. Harrison 1:01.26. 2, D. Harrop 1:01.56. 3, T. Kelly 1:07.90. 14 -15 Girls – 400m individual medley 1, H. Howitt 5:16.13. 2, S. Breed 6:17.76. 100m freestyle H. Howitt 1:02.88. 2, L. Trimble 1:05.89. 3, A. Callow 1:06.61. 100m backstroke H. Howitt 1:08.40. 2, L. Trimble 1:15.37. 3, S. Breed 1:17.36. 50m breaststroke 1, H. Howitt 38.24. 2, A. Callow 40.52. 3, L. Trimble 40.54. 50m butterfly 1, A. Callow 32.75. 2, H. Howitt 33.04. 3, G. Everest 33.75. 14-15 Boys – 400m individual medley 1, Z. Keig 5:42.79. 50m breaststroke 1, Z. Keig 36.61. 2, L. Guthrie 36.76. 3, A. Corkill 39.80. 50m butterfly 1, L. Guthrie 31.19. 2, Z. Keig 32.19. 3, K. Kelly 35.18. 100m freestyle 1, Z. Keig 59.94. 2, L. Guthrie 59.96. 3, A. Corkill 1:05.78. 100m backstroke 1, L. Guthrie 1:11.96. 2, A. Corkill 1:15.36. 3, A. Eaton 1:17.03.  12-13 years Girls – 400m individual medley 1, C. Atkinson 5:15.73. 2, S. Brew 5:36.11. 3, P. Lace 5:56.75. 100m freestyle 1, C. Atkinson 1:03.95. 2, S. Brew 1:05.07. 3, K. Callow 1:05.91. 100m backstroke 1, C. Atkinson 1:10.43. 2, S. Brew 1:14.51.3, K. Callow 1:15.87. 50m breaststroke 1, S. Brew 35.82. 2, L. Kinley 36.68. 3, K. Callow 39.66. 50m butterfly 1, A. Kelly 32.01. 2, C. Atkinson 33.18. 3, S. Brew 33.39. 12-13 Boys – 400m individual medley 1, D. Wilson 5:44.99. 2, M. Copparelli 5:45.29. 3, J. Hansford 5:56.36. 50m breaststroke 1, G. Davies 39.60. 2, B. Donaldson 40.38. 3, M. Copparelli 42.43. 50m butterfly 1, M. Copparelli 35.04. 2, D. Wilson 36.73. 3, G. Davies 36.94. 100m freestyle 1, M. Cooparelli 1:04.83. 2, D. Wilson 1:05.16. 3, B. Donaldson 1:07.87. 100m backstroke 1, M. Copparelli 1:14.50. 2, J. Hansford 1:14.55. 3, D. Wilson 1:15.86. 11 Years Girls – 400m individual medley 1, C. Cassidy 6:29.11.  11 Years Boys – 400m individual medley 1, B. Kebbell 5:56.69. 2, J. Corlett 6:28.66.  11 and under – Girls 100m freestyle 1, C. Cassidy 1:12.70. 2, N. Robinson 1:14.91. 3, A. Stoutt 1:14.95. 100m backstroke 1, N. Robinson 1:21.14. 2, A. Stoutt 1:22.18. 3, C. Cassidy 1:26.04. 50m breaststroke 1, N. Robinson 45.95. 2, A. Kinley 46.10. 3, K. Marshall 47.60.  50m butterfly 1, C. Cassidy 36.55. 2, N. Robinson 38.87. 3, I. Skillicorn 42.17. 11 and under – Boys 50m breaststroke 1, B. Kebbell 40.87. 2, J. Corlett 44.32. 3, J. Callow 44.37. 50m butterfly 1, J. Callow 35.55. 2, B. Kebbell  36.29. 3, J. Corlett 37.30.  100m freestyle B. Kebbell 1:09.45. 2, J. Callow 1:10.90. 3, C. Jaques 1:11.57. 100m backstroke 1, B. Kebbell 1:17.82. 2, C. Jaques 1:23.73. 3, J. Corlett 1:24.64. 
