The Laura Kinley record-fest continues, with new senior and junior Isle of Man times for the 50m and 200m breaststroke at the recent North West short course Youth Championships at the Commonwealth Pool in Manchester.
In the sprint event her heat time of 35.14 was just inside the records, and qualified her for the final in fifth position.  In the final she finished fourth with 34.64 taking over half a second of her own junior record, and the senior she had shared with Ellen Batty. The competition is open to swimmers up to the age of eighteen, so fourteen year old Laura has a few years yet to get up in the medals.
In the 200m event she recorded two minutes 41.33 in the heats to give her seventh fastest time for the final.  This was over two seconds inside Suzanne Brown’s junior record, that has stood since 1989, and also inside Olivia Rawlinson’s Senior record.  Once again, she raised her game in the final to finish in two minutes 41.26 for sixth place.
Kinley also swam in the 100m event, in which she finished twelfth in one minute 15.06, just outside her own island records.  In this event, and the 200m, her time is inside the consideration time for next years’ Commonwealth Youth Games.
Also on stunning form over the weekend was thirteen year old Charlotte Atkinson, who excelled in the distance freestyle events.  Her last event over a very busy two days was the 1500m, in which she came away with a bronze medal and new Senior and Junior Island Records of seventeen minutes 16.81.  This was a spectacular race with the three medal winners locked in their own battle well ahead of the rest of the field.  Atkinson lead the race for the first 500m, but eventually had to give way and finished just two and a half seconds behind the winner.  
In the 800m event Atkinson finished in eighth place, but her time of nine minutes 08.37 is her first Commonwealth Youth Games consideration time.  She was just three seconds outside of the Island Records,  but was the victim of a rare officials error which cost her the chance of breaking the records, with the ‘two lengths to go’ whistle being given with 100m left instead of 50m.  This meant she stopped swimming two lengths too soon and, after much frantic shouting from poolside, had to rev up her engines again for another swift 50m.
In addition to these two very impressive swims Atkinson also competed in the 50m, 200m and 400m freestyle, 50m and 100m butterfly, and 200m and 400m individual medley.  

Also swimming for the Isle of Man was fifteen year old Hannah Howitt who competed in the 200m backstroke, but was sadly off her best.

**************************
The Isle of Man Swimming Association recently held its annual awards night, with the special awards for the previous year being presented to the top swimmers.
Ramseian’s Steph Brew was the recipient of the Brian Stigant Award for Best Swim of the IOM Championships in March.  Her time of 35.82 in winning the 12/13s 50m breaststroke was inside the consideration time for next years’ Island Games and was just under half a second outside of the Junior Island Record at the time.

The Keith and Patricia Rawlinson Memorial Shield for the Best Newcomer in the IOM Championships went to Luke Guthrie, fourteen, for Southern Swimming Club.

Intersport gift vouchers were also presented to the top three overall in each age group at the Championships, and medals to the top three in each age group in the Swagelok League.

The annual John Ward Trophy for the Volunteer of the Year went to Mark Shimmin, coach to Douglas Club.

********************

Dane Harrop, swimming for his adopted club City of Liverpool, recently took gold and silver medals at the British Masters Championships in Sheffield.  He won the 50m backstroke, in the 30-34 age group, in a time of 29.37.  His silver came in the 200m butterfly with two minutes 17.08.  Also competing was Manx Masters swimmer Shirley Coop, who just missed out on the medals, finishing in fourth place in the 50m and 100m breaststroke in the 50-54 age group.
