Some of the best of the island young swimmers have recently been competing in the ASA British Gas Regional Championships, resulting in an abundance of medals and island records.  

Gubay Chase Your Dreams Scholarship holder, Grant Halsall took four titles, one silver and one new Manx Record  at the South West Region event held at Millfield School.  His wins came in the 50m and 100m backstroke (25.25 and 59.10 resp.), and the 50m and 100m butterfly (25.09 and 57.71 resp.), but he had to settle for second place in the 200m backstroke behind his Plymouth Leander teammate Joseph Patching with a time of 2 min 10.32.  Halsall also made a rare outing over 100m freestyle as lead-off man for the Plymouth Leander D team (such is their strength in depth) in the 4 x 100m freestyle relay.  His time was a very respectable 54.93

Also competing in his ‘home’ pool was Sports Aid recipient Tom Bielich.  His best swims came in the 100m and 200m freestyle, with a new Junior Island Record in the former at 56.07 for ninth place, and a fifth place finish in the 200m with a time of 2 min 04.25.

Swimmers based on the island were at the NorthWest region event at the 50m pool in Liverpool.  Unfortunately the organisers have had a problem with their results, and have yet to confirm that all times are correct, but the 50m and 200m breaststroke, are confirmed as being right.

After a few years of stagnation the women’s’ long course breaststroke records have been almost completely rewritten over the past two months.  Poppy Evans created new figures for all three of the senior events at Sheffield just over a month ago, and has now bettered them all again.  Competing in the sixteen to seventeen age group, her 200m time of 2 min 47.10 also gave her a bronze medal, after also lowering the record in the heats.  In finishing fifth in the 100m she knocked over one second off her previous best with 1 min 17.20 (subject to ratification), after breaking the 50m record with 36.05 for her split time in the 100m heats.  She then went on to lower this again with 35.88 in the heats for the 50m.  Her swim in the final for the 50m gave her fourth place with a time of 35.95.
Not to be outdone by her older rival, fourteen year old Laura Kinley set new junior record figures for the 50m with 36.26 in her heat and then 35.89 for fifth place in the final.  This was a very creditable performance as Laura only reached the age of fourteen just a few days before the competition, and as she was in the fourteen to fifteen age group she was competing against the top swimmers from the North West of England, some of whom were almost two years older than her. Her time takes over a second and a half off the previous record and is inside the consideration time for next years’ NatWest Island Games.  She finished eleventh in both the 100m and 200m, the former in 1 min 20.50, another junior Manx record (subject to ratification).
In the girls 4 x 100m medley relay the team of Hannah Howitt, Poppy Evans, Meather Millar and Catherine Breed took four second off the senior Manx record with a time of 4 min 48.47 (subject to ratification).  Howitt was just outside the medals in the 800 freestyle, finishing in fourth place with 9 min 59.57.  Millar qualified for two finals, finishing seventh in the 100m backstroke and eighth in the 100m freestyle.
Phillip Harrison was the only boy on the team, and made five finals, finishing fifth in the 50m backstroke and 100m freestyle, sixth in the 100m and 200m backstroke and eighth in the 400m freestyle.
