There have been some exciting performances from our swimmers based off island recently, with Grant Halsall leading the charge on the Island Records.  Competing in the British National Championships at Sheffield Halsall finished a magnificent 7th in the 100m backstroke, breaking the British Record for 15 year olds on the way.  His semi-final time of 56.75 also created new Manx Senior and Junior long course records.  His slightly slower time of 57.00 in the final was an exact match of his heat time, but along the way he recorded 27.73 for the first 50m, which also rewrote the local record books.  Halsall, who was competing for Plymouth Leander, where he is studying and training thanks to his Gubay Follow Your Dreams Scholarship and sponsorship from Servicetech, was the youngest competitor in the final by three years.  The event was won by British Olympic swimmer Liam Tancock in a new british record of 53.20.   
Another British Age group record came his way in the 200m backstroke.  His heat swim of 2 min 05.75 was two and a half seconds under his manx records, and gave him 16th spot for the semi-finals.  Once again, he raised his game to finish in 11th place with 2 min 03.73, which took over a second off the british 15 year olds record and left him just one second outside the final.  His final swim came in the 100m butterfly, and despite six gruelling swims in the preceding two days he lowered his manx records from 57.07 to 56.67.

A few weeks prior to his Sheffield swims Halsall had been in record breaking form in the 22nd International Swim Festival in Berlin setting new manx senior and junior long course records in the 100m backstroke with 58.77, 200m backstroke in 2 min 08.11 and 50m butterfly in 26.15.
Also making his mark on the record books is 14 year old Tom Bielich, who is based at Millfield School.  Bielich, who is a Sports Aid Foundation recipient was competing in the Somerset County Championships and set three new junior island short course records.  His first record breaking swim was 4 min 12.77 in winning the gold medal in the 14 years 400m freestyle.  Next up was the open 400m individual medley where his 5th place time of 4 min 47.14 was 2 seconds faster than the record he set in the Swagelok Island Championships the weekend before.  His time of 2 min 16.66 in winning the 14 years 200m individual medley took the record off Grant Halsall, and not many people can claim to be able to that at the moment!

In addition Bielich took gold in the 50m butterfly and 200m freestyle, silver in the 100m butterfly, 50m and 100m freestyle, and 50m backstroke, and bronze in the 100m and 200m backstroke.  Over a very busy three weekends swimming this gave him second place overall in his age group, and 9 PBs out of his 12 races.
Jonathan Price has also had a busy time competing in the Speedo Champions Series in Oklahoma for the Lawrence Aquahawks.  The competition was originally scheduled as a 50m event, but problems with the pool boom meant a last minute change to a 25 yard course.  Price swam in 8 events over the three days and made the finals of the 100 and 200 yds breaststroke and the 400yds individual medley, helping his team to 3rd place overall.
