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As I am sure you have 
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A message from Councilman Collins: 


As I write this newsletter, we are just hours away from celebrating Thanksgiving.  I am reminded of how truly blessed I am for such wonderful family, and friends; and just as grateful for the experiences that I have had as serving as you District Council representative these past three years.  I know that times have been challenging and changes have been difficult.  Each of us has been impacted with the downturn in economy, however my faith in our community remains strong.  Toledoans are resilient and determined people and these qualities will see us through.  May your Thanksgiving and the Christmas holidays be a season of peace, joy love, and good health!  


								~ D. Michael Collins  






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































 Click� HYPERLINK "http://toledo.oh.gov/ToledoCityCouncil/CityCouncilMembers/DMichaelCollins/tabid/388/Default.aspx" �� HERE� to learn about Councilman Collins 








D. Michael Collins


Councilman – District 2
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Toledo, Ohio 43604


(419)245.1050
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Mayor Bell presents Council with 2011 Proposed Budget





Mayor Bell presented City Council with his 2011 Proposed Operating Budget on November 15, 2010.  This year’s budget has revenue assumptions that are $14.5M of the proposed operating budget.  This requires assumptions in sales of assets, monies transferred from the CIP budget and trusts.  It also includes an early retirement plan and the elimination of Solid Waste, transferring this core service to Lucas County.     





Just as in years past, I will ensure transparency and public input and host an evening budget meeting in District 2, to allow the public to have the opportunity to weigh in and provide input on the budget.  Once the public meeting is scheduled, I will communicate the date through this newsletter.  





Leaf Collection in District 2


There will be a second pass of leaf collection in District 2, weather permitting.  Zip code 43615 will be collected approximately December 2nd and zip code 43614 will be collected approximately December 8th.  It is estimated that it will take 3-4 days to complete collection in our district.     








Often times I receive a phone call or an email from a constituent asking for my assistance as the District 2 Council representative.  From refuse issues to forestry concerns and everything in between, I would be remiss if I failed to publicly acknowledge and give credit to the numerous City of Toledo professionals who strive day in and day out to serve the citizens of our great community.  There is no greater feeling than knowing that at the end of the day, you have made the difference in the life of another.  I would like to thank the constituents for allowing me the opportunity to serve, and to the City of Toledo professionals who help me to help others…..





THANK YOU, FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART!  





Carolyn and Paula 


These two ladies are the unsung heroes of the Council staff.  They work tirelessly for all 12 members of Council and are the front line of defense for helping constituents on a daily basis.  I am thankful for all that they do and for the chance to work by their side.    





Michael Dearth


After numerous years as the Community Wide Leader for the Toledo Neighborhood Block Watch Program, Michael Dearth has decided to step down at the end of 2010.  I am thankful for his selflessness and dedication to serving the citizens of Toledo and even more grateful for his leadership.  Michael has big shoes to fill, and I look forward to working with his successor to continue the progress that Michael has worked so hard to achieve.           








Jenny Gogol 


The strength in my elected office is not always recognizable. When one looks at constituent responses and follow-up, my Legislative, Aide Jenny Gogol, is critical. Jenny juggles her day among 3 members of our legislative body. This is in and of itself a true challenge and requires the patience of a saint. Her commitment to the quality of constituent services is the cornerstone of my office. In reflecting on this past year it would be disingenuous if I did not express my appreciation for her dedication and commitment. We in District 2 are truly grateful for Jenny and offer our collective appreciation for her professionalism.








Mayor Bell and the Department of Public Utilities


Seeks to Increase Water, Sewer and Storm Water


Rates, beginning in 2011








As I am sure you have heard by now, legislation has been formally introduced to City Council to increase water, sewer, and storm water rates beginning in January, 2011.  November 22nd was the first public hearing on this topic, where the Administration made their formal presentation justifying these increases.  At this meeting, members of Council, as well as the public, had an opportunity to ask questions and offer input. I have heard from many constituents who feel that the requested rate increase is too burdensome and people simply cannot afford it.  





Although I do believe that the city must ensure the ability to provide water and sewer systems, I am at this time not convinced that the rate increases as proposed by the Administration are justified.  I can assure you that I am doing my due diligence and I will be willing to work with the Administration, however I will not compromise my integrity or my responsibilities to the constituents I have been elected to serve.               





GIVING THANKS 





Refuse Collection to Leap Forward 2 Days


Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, refuse collection will not be collected on either Nov. 25th or 26th.  That means that we will “Leap Forward” 2 days this month.    If you have any questions about when your next collection will be, please either call the Division of Solid Waste at 419.936.2511, or my office at 419.245.1050 with questions.     








Southwyck


I realize that the Reynolds Road area is anxiously awaiting the development of the Southwyck property, as am I.  I am in regular contact with Glen Anderson, who is in charge of this area and have spoken with him just this morning.  He has advised me that they are hopeful that the property will be developed, however there are no specific interests being presented to them at this time.  I did make him aware of the concerns that were brought to my attention regarding the abundance of weeds on the property.  He said that he would contact his contractor and see that the issue is addressed.  He has been very receptive to working together, so anytime there are concerns, please forward them to me.         





How May I Help You?


One of the greatest joys in serving as your council representative is the opportunity to help others.  I take great pride in returning phone calls myself and answering emails as soon as I get them.  I am in my council office 5 days a week, so if you need my assistance, please don’t hesitate to call or email me.  It will be my pleasure to help.  





City of Toledo Plans 2010 Holiday Tree Drop-off Locations


The City of Toledo announced today that arrangements have been made to collect holiday trees, since they will no longer be collected with curbside refuse due to the change to automated refuse service. From December 26, 2010 – January 14, 2011 trees can be dropped off at the Schneider Field on Schneider Road.   Call me if you would like more details.   














