Lesson Concepts for 
The Lions Sleep Tonight – Daniel’s Story

The Sunday School workshop rotation for “The Lions Sleep Tonight – Daniel’s Story,” will consist of four workshops and will run for four weeks (2 October, 9 October, 16 October, 23 October, 30 October).  The workshops, and their respective Workshop Coordinators and Workshop Leaders, are as follows:

PLEASE NOTE: PJ CAPERS IS 6 NOVEMBER AFTER THE LAST ROTATION UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED.
Creation Station (art workshop)

Workshop Coordinator: 

Workshop Leader:
Storyteller’s Tent (storytelling workshop)


Workshop Coordinator:



Workshop Leader: 

HolyWord Theatre (video theater workshop)

Workshop Coordinator: 

Workshop Leader:

Apostles’ Playhouse (drama workshop)

Workshop Coordinator: 

Workshop Leader:

Bible Story Laboratory (science workshop)

Workshop Coordinator: 

Workshop Leader:

It is very important, for the overall success of the rotation workshop model, that our children hear the same message each week in their travels to the different workshops within a given unit.  Accordingly, the following information is provided as a guide to Workshop Coordinators and Workshop Leaders for lesson planning purposes.

Memory Verse:
“Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged!  I am the Lord your God, and I will be there to help you wherever you go.”







Joshua 1:9

(Note:  the children’s individual Bibles likely have a different version of this verse.  Encourage the children to look up the verse in their own Bibles and to memorize the version they have, if it is different from the translation above.  When reviewing the memory verse with the children, you might wish to take the opportunity to quiz the children about which Testament contains the verse, where that particular book of the bible is found relative to other books in that Testament, etc.)
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Have children write out the Memory Verse with: Book, Chapter and Verse.

Memory Verse:

“Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged!  I am the Lord your God and I will be there to help you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9
Joshua__________________________
 _1________________:
_9____________


BOOK




  
CHAPTER


VERSE

Lesson Overview:

The book of Daniel in the Old Testament is divided into two different sections.  The first half of the book (chapters 1-6) tells how Daniel and three of his friends Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) from Judah are taken prisoner by the Babylonian army when Jerusalem was captured and become important officials in the government at Babylon.  It was the practice of the Babylonians continually to search the empire for talented young men to be trained as wisemen to the court.  The second half of the book of Daniel is where Daniel reports several visions and the meanings of those visions.

The story of Daniel in the lion’s den happened after the army of Babylon had conquered Israel and had taken the Jewish people back to Babylon as captives.  Daniel grew up as a Jew and was a member of the late seventh century B.C. aristocracy of Judah.  He served as an assistant to the Babylonian King Darius by interpreting the king’s dreams for him.  Daniel did a good job and King Darius trusted him and planned to make Daniel the boss of all the other assistants.  Though Daniel lived in the king’s court, he was still a Jew, and he continued the religious practices he had learned before being captured by the Babylonians.  Daniel and his friends worshiped the one God of Israel, not the many idols and secular gods created by the Babylonians.

The king’s other assistants were jealous of Daniel and tried to figure out a reason to complain about him to the king.  But Daniel hadn’t done anything wrong, so his enemies set a trap for him.  They persuaded King Darius to sign an order that people could pray only to the king.  The decree provided that anyone who disobeyed the order would be thrown to the lions. But Daniel worshipped God, not the king, and the king’s order did not stop Daniel from praying to God.  Three times a day Daniel went to his house, where the upstairs windows were opened to face Jerusalem, and he prayed.  His enemies went to his house and caught Daniel praying and reported it the king.  The king was upset, because he liked Daniel very much.  However, according to the king’s own decree, Daniel had to be punished.  So the king commanded that Daniel be thrown to the lions, saying “May your God deliver you!”

The next morning the king hurried to the lion’s den and called “Daniel did your God save you?” And Daniel answered, “God sent an angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not hurt me.”  The king was overjoyed.  Daniel was freed unharmed from the lions’ den and King Darius wrote a message to the entire world saying, “In all my kingdom people shall fear the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, the one who endures forever.  He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”

The story of Daniel is multi-faceted.  Daniel faces a First Commandment issue of worshipping only the Lord his God.  There is also the freedom to pray issue; Daniel’s prayer relationship with his God is important enough to him that he is willing to risk losing his life.  There is also the story’s miraculous ending, showing not only God’s rescue of people from injustice, but the power of God to change the heart of one who does not believe.  

Finally, Daniel’s story demonstrates that being faithful is not always easy.  Indeed, it takes strength and courage to believe in God and obey God’s commands and be a role model to others.  Daniel probably thought about giving in to the temptation to hide the fact that he was a follower of God.  But Daniel decided to stand up for his belief in God, even if it meant his death.  There are times when even kids have to stand up for what they believe in -- when they see someone treating another badly -- when they hear gossip – when they have the tough choice of sleeping in or going to church – when it’s time to pray and they’d rather play – when others speak negatively about church – when there are things distracting them away from worshipping God.  Distractions -- and lions -- come in all shapes and sizes!

Some Thoughts About Prayer
One of the most important aspects of Daniel’s story that we want to impress upon our children is the fact that prayer was very important to Daniel, and it was prayer that helped Daniel through the most frightening and difficult experience of his life.  We want our children to think about how they pray, and we want to discuss with them the kind of prayers that we should lift up to God.

Daniel was in serious trouble in the lions’ den.  Ask the children – if you were Daniel, what would you pray for?  Answers might be:  “Help!” Then ask:  What kind of help? Wait until you get answers like: “Kill the lions,” or “Get me out of here!”  Remind the children that God answered Daniel’s prayer, but not in the way that Daniel probably was asking for help.  God shut the lions’ mouths so they couldn’t hurt him.  Does God always help us in the way we ask for help? The answer, of course, is no.  God always helps us, but often not in the way we ask, and sometimes we don’t even see it as help at first.

It is always ok to talk to God and to ask for help.  Even a one-sentence, or a one-word prayer is a prayer.  We should pray continually, throughout the day, with these little prayers to stay in constant communication with God.  Try an “ACTS” prayer:


A -- Adoration (praising God and telling how wonderful and powerful God is)


C -- Confession (telling God we’re sorry for the things we do wrong)


T -- Thanksgiving (telling God “thank you” for whatever we’re thankful for)


S -- Supplication or “Send Help” (asking God for help for someone else or for yourself).

The Lions Weren't Hungry Last Night
Written By: Unknown
 
There once lived a good man named Dan
The best man that lived in the land
So honest and just that King Darius
Made Daniel his next in command

But there were some very mean men
Who did not like Dan the king's friend
So jealous were they that they planned out a way
To throw Dan in the lion's den

“The lions are hungry tonight” they sang
“The lions are hungry tonight
They've not eaten dinner
Now we think that they might
The lions are hungry tonight”

The king was as sad as could be
But could not reverse the decree
He couldn’t sleep and skipped dinner too
Then ran the next morning to see

“The lions are hungry tonight” they sang
“The lions are hungry tonight
They've not eaten dinner
We think now they might
The lions are hungry tonight”

The king cried “Oh Daniel my friend
I'm wondering how have you been
And how is the weather
Are you still together?
Did God keep you safe in the den?”

And then the most wonderful thing
That's ever been heard by the king
Down deep in the den stood ol' Dan with a grin
And this is the song he did sing

“The lion's weren't hungry last night, oh king
The lion's weren't hungry last night
God’s angel shut their mouths up so tight
The lion's weren't hungry last night”

This story has something to tell
A lesson to learn from Daniel
When bad times come like lions that eat you
It doesn't help much if you yell

And so when hard times come your way
God asks that you obey and pray

And then in the end when you look back at it all
You’ll know God's always near when you call!

Lesson Concepts:
1.  
God is with us in good times and in bad times.

2.
God listens to us when we pray.

3.
God helps us when we are in trouble.

4.
We can lead our friends to God by doing what is right and by setting a good example.

5.
It isn’t always easy, or popular, to be faithful to God.

Bible Skills Goals:
At the end of this rotation, our children (at least the older ones) should:

1.  
Know that the story of Daniel and the lions’ den is found in the Old Testament, in the Book of 
Daniel.

2.  
Be able to find Daniel’s story in their bibles.

3.  
Be able to tell Daniel’s story in their own words.

4.
Be able to find the memory verse in their bibles.

5.  
Recite the memory verse (see above).

* * *

Workshop Activities – Overview

In general, the various workshop activities are likely to be as listed below.  Of course, any or all of these activities may be modified by the workshop leader or Workshop coordinator, as they see fit.  The purpose of including them here is just to give everyone a general idea of what the kids will be doing in all of the workshops:

Creation Station (Art:)  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might make prayer jars or votive candle holders, to remind us how important it is to have a healthy prayer relationship with God, and also to help us have a proper attitude when we pray. (Children can place prayer requests in their jars, or ask others to do so, so that when they pray, they will be able to lift up to God those things that are closest to their hearts.)

Storyteller’s Tent (Storytelling): After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might receive a visit from Daniel or the angel, to hear their story firsthand or the children might talk about various aspects of Daniel’s life, discussing jealousy, bullying and distractions to being a follower of God today.  Compare aspects of Daniel’s prayer life with their own.

HolyWord Theater (Video):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children will watch one of their all-time favorite Veggie Tales videos, “Where is God When I’m S-scared?,” which tells Daniel’s incredible story in a way that only talking vegetables can tell it!

Apostles’ Playhouse (Drama):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children will act out the story of Daniel, complete with lions and angels.  The older children may focus their lesson on prayer, acting out – and then discussing -- a number of humorous skits involving different types of prayers and different attitudes with which we might approach God, not all of which are properly motivated (e.g., asking God for frivolous or undeserved favors, not listening for God’s voice in our prayers, exalting ourselves in our prayers in hope of “winning points” with God, etc.).

Bible Story Laboratory (Science):    After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might find themselves in a lions’ den built right in their classroom, where they can write their prayers on the walls of the den in “invisible ink,” then perform a science experiment that makes their prayers visible!  This experiment will remind the children that God hears all of our prayers, even those we keep inside our hearts and even if no one else hears them.

* * *

Suggested Format for Workshops

The following format is recommended for each workshop (approximately 45 minutes in total length):

1. Introduction/Review of Story and main concepts (see above)

2. Memory Verse (see above)

3. Workshop Activity (as suggested by Workshop Coordinator or developed collaboratively between Workshop Coordinator and Workshop Leader)

4. Discussion/Q & A  (as suggested by Workshop Coordinator or developed collaboratively between Workshop Coordinator and Workshop Leader)

5. Closing Prayer/Dismissal (for this unit, the following prayer would be appropriate, but please feel free to pray spontaneously:  “God, you are so mighty and powerful. You see the suffering of the poor. Help us see the needs of others so that we can do your work just as Moses helped the Israelites. Help us see ways to be kind, to think of the needs of others, to say something kind, to do something good without being asked. God, you are always with us. Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love for us in Christ Jesus our Lord!  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.”

If you are interested (but this is NOT required), there are numerous prepared lesson plans regarding Paul’s ministry available at no charge at www.rotation.org.  Once at the site, click on “Enter the Ideas and Lesson Exchange Message Boards,” then “Enter” the Lesson Exchange, then scroll down the menu to “Lesson Exchange: PROPHETS,” then on this menu scroll down to “Daniel and Friends.”  Here you will find several lesson plans prepared by various churches around the country.  Some may not have a lesson plan for your particular workshop, but others may give you some ideas for how to present your material.  Feel free to download or print any of these lesson plans for your individual use.  The lesson set from the Kirk of Kildaire Presbyterian Church in Cary, North Carolina is particularly thorough and helpful.

Thank you very much for giving your time and your love to our children in this vital ministry of our church!

Carpenter’s Corner
Teacher Facts: The Lions Sleep Tonight – Daniel’s Story

Teachers:  please review the facts below and incorporate some or all of these items into your lessons this month.  The first Sunday of next month, the children will be participating in a family game day in which some or all of the information below might be called for, and the better prepared the children are to answer questions concerning this material, the more enjoyable and meaningful (not to mention successful!) their experience will be that day.  Thank you so much for your dedication to and love for our precious children!
                                                                                
Memory Verse:
          “Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged!  I am the Lord your God and I will be there to help you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9
1. Our memory verse comes from the Old Testament.
2. There are two main sections in the Bible – the Old Testament and the New Testament.
3. The Old Testament portion of the Bible was written many years before Jesus was born.  The New Testament begins with the birth of Jesus and contains accounts of Jesus’ childhood, life and ministry as well as his crucifixion and Resurrection.
4. When you see a Bible verse reference, the first thing is the name of the book of the Bible where the verse is found (here, “Joshua” is the book of the Bible where our verse is found.)
5. The first number in the verse reference is the chapter of the book, and the second number is the verse within the chapter. So, Joshua 1:9 means that our verse can be found in the book of Joshua, the 1st chapter and the 9th verse.
6. The Old Testament or Hebrew Texts is the first part of the Bible.  The Old Testament is divided into five 

Sections: the Pentateuch or The Law (Genesis Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy), the Historical books (Joshua through Esther), the Poetic/Wisdom books (Job through Song of Solomon), the Major Prophets (Isaiah through Daniel), and the Minor Prophets (Hosea through Malachi).
Genesis · Exodus · Leviticus · Numbers · Deuteronomy · Joshua · Judges · Ruth · 1-2 Samuel · 1-2 Kings · 1-2 Chronicles · Ezra · Nehemiah · Esther · Job · Psalms · Proverbs · Ecclesiastes · Song of Solomon · Isaiah · Jeremiah · Lamentations · Ezekiel · Daniel · Hosea · Joel · Amos · Obadiah · Jonah · Micah · Nahum · Habakkuk · Zephaniah · Haggai · Zechariah · Malachi
Facts About: The Lions Sleep Tonight – Daniel’s Story

1.  The story is found in the Old Testament.

2. The Book of Daniel is categorized under “Major Prophets,” because Daniel was a prophet.
3. A prophet is basically a spokesman for God, a person chosen by God to speak to people on God's behalf and convey a message or teaching. Prophets were role models of holiness and closeness to God. They set the standards for the entire community. 

4. The first half of the book (chapters 1-6) tells how Daniel and three of his friends Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) from Judah are taken prisoner by the Babylonian army when Jerusalem was captured and become important officials in the government at Babylon.  

5. The second half of the book of Daniel is where Daniel reports several visions and the meanings of those visions.

6. Daniel grew up as a Jew and was a member of the aristocracy of Judah.  
7. He served as an assistant to the Babylonian King Darius by interpreting the king’s dreams for him.  
8. The story of Daniel in the lion’s den happened after the army of Babylon had conquered Israel and had taken the Jewish people back to Babylon as captives.
9. Though Daniel lived in the king’s court, he was still a captive and a Jew, and he continued the religious practices he had learned before being captured by the Babylonians.  (This is what got him into “trouble.”)
10. Daniel and his friends worshiped the One God of Israel, not the many idols and pagan gods created by the Babylonians.

11. The king’s other assistants were jealous of Daniel and tried to figure out a reason to complain about him to the king.  (Ask kids about jealousy and how it may make one behave.  Then compare to the king’s assistants toward Daniel.)

12. The angry and jealous assistants persuaded King Darius to sign an order that people could pray only to the king.  The decree provided that anyone who disobeyed the order would be thrown to the lions.
13. Daniel worshipped God, not the king, and the king’s order did not stop Daniel from praying to God.  Three times a day Daniel went to his house, where the upstairs windows were opened to face Jerusalem, and he prayed.  
14. His enemies went to his house and caught Daniel praying and reported it the king.  The king was upset, because he liked Daniel very much.  However, according to the king’s own decree, Daniel had to be punished.

15. The king commanded that Daniel be thrown to the lions, saying “May your God deliver you!”

16. The next morning the king hurried to the lion’s den and called “Daniel did your God save you?” And Daniel answered, “God sent an angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not hurt me.”  
17. The king was overjoyed.  Daniel was freed unharmed from the lions’ den and King Darius wrote a message to the entire world saying, “In all my kingdom people shall fear the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, the one who endures forever.  He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”

18. Daniel keeps the First Commandment of worshipping only the Lord his God.  There is also the issue of freedom to pray. Daniel’s prayer relationship with his God is important enough to him that he is willing to risk losing his life.  There is also the story’s miraculous ending, showing not only God’s rescue of people from injustice, but the power of God to change the heart of one who does not believe.  
19. Daniel’s story demonstrates that being faithful is not always easy.  Indeed, it takes strength and courage to believe in God and obey God’s commands and be a role model to others.  Daniel decided to stand up for his belief in God, even if it meant his death.
20. One of the most important aspects of Daniel’s story that we want to impress upon our children is the fact that prayer was very important to Daniel, and it was prayer that helped Daniel through the most frightening and difficult experience of his life.  We want our children to think about how they pray, and we want to discuss with them the kind of prayers that we should lift up to God.

21. Ask the children – if you were Daniel, what would you pray for?
22. Remind the children that God answered Daniel’s prayer, but not in the way that Daniel probably was asking for help.  God shut the lions’ mouths so they couldn’t hurt him.  Does God always help us in the way we ask for help? The answer, of course, is no.  God always helps us, but often not in the way we ask, and sometimes we don’t even see it as help at first.

23. Teach the “ACTS” prayer:

A -- Adoration (praising God and telling how wonderful and powerful God is)

C -- Confession (telling God we’re sorry for the things we do wrong)

T -- Thanksgiving (telling God “thank you” for whatever we’re thankful for)

S -- Supplication or “Send Help” (asking God for help for someone else or for yourself).
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Daniel’s Story
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