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Have children write out the Memory Verse with: Book, Chapter and Verse.

Memory Verse:

“Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.’”
2 Kings 2: 9b
(New International Version)








2 KINGS__________________________	 2_________________:     9b_____________
	     BOOK					      CHAPTER	            VERSE

Lesson Concepts for Elijah and Elisha:  Remember Who You Are

The Sunday School workshop rotation for “Elijah and Elisha:  Remember Who You Are” will consist of three workshops and will run for three weeks (12 February, 19 February and 26 February).  The workshops, and their respective Workshop Coordinators and Workshop Leaders, are as follows:
PLEASE NOTE: PJ CAPERS IS FIRST SUNDAY OF ROTATION UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED.
	
		Solid Rock Café (cooking workshop):  		
Workshop Coordinator: 		
Workshop Leader:
 	
		Creation Station (art workshop):		
Workshop Coordinator:		
Workshop Leader:
 
	Storyteller’s Tent (storytelling workshop):
Workshop Coordinator:		
Workshop Leader:  

It is very important, for the overall success of the rotation workshop model, that our children hear the same message each week in their travels to the different workshops within a given unit.  Accordingly, the following information is provided as a guide to Workshop Coordinators and Workshop Leaders for lesson planning purposes.


Memory Verse:

“Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.’”
2 Kings 2: 9b
(New International Version)

Note: The children’s individual Bibles likely have a different version of this verse.  Encourage the children to look up the verse in their own Bibles and to memorize the verse they have if different from the translation above.  When reviewing the memory verse with the children, you may wish to take the opportunity to quiz them about which Testament contains the verse, where the particular book of the Bible is found relative to other books in that Testament, etc.)


Lesson Overview:
During the reins of King David and King Solomon, Israel was in its glory days.  However, toward the end of King Solomon’s reign, things began to get bad.  Huge building projects led to tax increases, and as the government grew, people became discouraged.  When Solomon died, the nation was divided into two parts -- Judah to the south with its capital in Jerusalem and Israel to the north with Samaria as its capitol.  Each of these regions had a series of kings.

As Israel set up religious worship centers with statues of golden idols, many people turned away from God’s commands.  Each new king was worse than the last, and each went farther and farther away from believing in God.  The Bible tells us that the kings “did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.”      
There were many prophets (God’s spokespersons) during this time.  As people moved away from believing in God, prophets brought messages from God and called the people back to faithfulness. Whatever prophets said, people who believed in God recognized the prophets’ sayings as the Word of God.  The prophets often took God’s messages to the kings in an attempt to convince them of their wrong ways and to lead them back to the correct path of believing in God.
In the early chapters of the book of Kings, King Solomon ruled Israel, and he built a temple to God, and God’s glory was evident among the people.  By chapter eleven, we see a change as people began to worship idols, especially the god Baal who was a nature and storm god believed to control the weather and the growth of crops. Many in the region were farmers, and they thought that only Baal would help them produce bountiful crops. 
Ahab was king during this time of idol worship, and he was probably the most evil king of all.  So, in this time when Israel was ruled by its most wicked king and when people were turning from God and worshipping idols, God sent a great prophet to tell the people of their wrongs and to warn them that if they did not change their ways, they would suffer the consequences.

Elijah
Elijah was God’s main prophet for more than sixty-five years.  He announced to King Ahab that because the people of Israel had turned away from God, there would be no rain for many years.  Of course the king did not believe him, because he believed Baal was the god of rain, not Elijah’s god.  However, Elijah was true to his word, and there was a severe draught that lasted for more than three years, during which time the crops failed, the lakes went dry, and people starved.      
After several years with no rain, Elijah went back to King Ahab and challenged him to a demonstration of Baal’s power to make it rain.  The people gathered together, and for hours, Baal’s believers danced and prayed around an altar for rain, but nothing happened.  Then it was time for Elijah to act.  He had much water poured on the altar, and when he asked God to send rain, fire came down from heaven and burned the soaking wet alter, and then rain came to the parched land.  

Jezebel, King Ahab’s wife was very angry with Elijah for winning the battle with her god Baal, so she threatened Elijah, and he was forced to leave Israel.  During this time, God spoke to Elijah and told him to go and prepare another prophet to take his place when he was gone.    
Elisha
Elijah must have been exhausted after his ordeal with the draught and rain because after he had been forced to leave Israel, he had been alone for much of the three years of the draught. But at this time when he was perhaps at his lowest point, God gave him Elisha to help him.  Elijah found Elisha tending his oxen and plowing his field.  Elijah threw his mantle (outer cloak) over Elisha in a symbolic gesture telling him to follow and be his disciple.  A disciple is one who follows and learns from a teacher.  When Elijah told Elisha of God’s plan, Elisha did not hesitate.  He became Elijah’s faithful disciple, and trained under him for ten years.  Elijah was a good teacher andf Elisha was a good learner. They were both given a great deal of power from God, and they performed many miracles in their ministries. 

As Elijah’s ministry drew to a close, Elijah and Elisha took a final journey together.  They made three stops and on each stop, Elijah told Elisha to leave, because he knew that soon Elisha would have to be on his own.  However, because Elisha was so committed to Elijah, he refused to leave him.  When Elijah and Elisha came to the banks of the Jordan River, Elijah rolled up his mantle to make it look like a rod, and then he struck the water with it.  The water parted immediately and the two prophets crossed to the other side of the river on dry land. Elijah’s mantle was a symbol of his authority and power.

Finally, Elijah asked Elisha what he could do for him before he left him, and Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.”  When Elisha asked for twice as much power as Elijah had, he may have known that he would need it to replace such a powerful prophet as Elijah.  Elisha did not want a double portion of Elijah’s spirit in order to outdo Elijah or to show that he was a better prophet.  He wanted it so he could continue to do great things for God, just as Elijah did.  He knew that he was a student of a great prophet, and he wanted to continue the great work.

When Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, a chariot of fire swept down from Heaven and took Elijah away.  Elisha then picked up Elijah’s mantle (the same one Elijah had placed on him when he was called to be his disciple), and he struck the water of the Jordan River with it, and the water divided once again.  Other prophets watching nearby saw this, and they knew that Elisha was truly Elijah’s successor.  And 2 Kings 2: 15 tells us, “The spirit of the Lord rests on Elisha.” 

God granted Elisha’s request for a double share of Elijah’s spirit, and he too, became a powerful prophet.  His ministry was twice as long as Elijah’s - 25 years, compared with 13 years for Elijah.   He performed twice as many miracles as Elijah – 14 for Elisha and seven for Elijah.  Elisha boldly and dramatically confronted the idol worship that plagued Israel throughout the years of his ministry.  He called people to repent by emphasizing God’s authority and reminding them of God’s love.

Prophets had individual personalities, and Elijah and Elisha were certainly different from each other.  They communicated God’s messages in their own unique and individual ways.  Elijah was moody and emotional and went from very happy feelings to depressed feelings.  He had a strong personality, and he performed dramatic and miraculous deeds that were needed to call a nation back to God from the brink of idolatry. He confronted powerful world figures including King Ahab and Jezebel.  Most of his miracles were dramatic and judgmental.  He caused the long draught, and he brought down fire from heaven. 

Elisha was more even-tempered and calmer than Elijah.  He dealt mainly with common people whose names we do not know.  God used Elisha’s calm personality to perform compassionate miracles for the common man.  He reminded people of God’s faithfulness to them when they were faithful to Him.  Most of his miracles were modest deeds of compassion.  He cleansed waters that caused disease and killed crops, increased a widow’s supply of oil so she could save her children from being sold into slavery, cleansed a pot of food by removing a poisonous herb, restored a boy’s life, fed one hundred hungry men by multiplying a small amount of barley loaves and corn, and cured a Gentile’s leprosy.  

We must remember that we can do wonderful things for God in our own way.  They do not have to be dramatic.  They can be simple acts of compassion for others.  Just as Elijah and Elijah were different from each other, you are not just like your friends.  God is like a sculptor who fashioned each of us for the unique role He has planned for us. Your personality, your body, your natural talents, your spiritual life, your experiences, and the time and place in which you live are not accidents.  God is the leader of every aspect of your life.  Remember who you are!

We are different, but we should all be disciples, or followers of Jesus.  Who are our teachers?  How did Elisha learn from Elijah?  How do we learn from those around us?  Who has passed on the mantle of faith to us?  To whom will we pass our mantle?  Elijah’s ministry laid the foundation for Elisha’s ministry, just as those who go before us provide a foundation for our learning, and just as we will provide a foundation for those who will follow us.  We must remember who we are!    We are God’s disciples.  What a wonderful thing that is!



Lesson Concepts:
At the end of the rotation the children will:
1. Know that Elijah and Elisha were prophets, or God’s spokesmen.    
2. Define the words “prophet” (spokesperson for God) and “disciple” (follower or learner).  Discuss the relationship between Elijah and Elisha – teacher/disciple.
3. Explore the meaning of Elisha’s request for a double portion of 
Elijah’s spirit.
1. Explore the meaning of Elijah’s passing the mantle to Elisha.
2. Know that God used prophets to send God’s messages to people.
3. Understand that they are God’s disciples.  They must learn of Him so they can pass their mantles on to others and teach them about God.
    
Bible Skills Goals:
At the end of the rotation, the children will:
1. Know that 2 Kings is in the Old Testament.
2. Find 2 Kings and the memory verse in their Bibles.
3. Recite the memory verse.
* * *
Workshop Activities – Overview
In general, the various workshop activities are likely to be as listed below.  Of course, any or all of these activities may be modified by the workshop leader or design team coordinator, as they see fit.  The purpose of including them here is just to give everyone a general idea of what the kids will be doing in all of the workshops:

The Solid Rock Café (Cooking):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children will perform their own dramatic and yummy exercise, to show that you must have a firm foundation (for faith) before building anything – a house, or, in this case a pie – make one pie using pie crust as the foundation, and another one without crust – see what happens – it falls apart!  It would be like making s’mores without graham crackers!

Apostles’ Playhouse (Drama):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might participate in a game that exemplifies trading or giving another person your “mantle.” What does it mean to wear another’s “mantle,” if the person is a doctor, lawyer, teacher, or other professions, and etc?  

Creation Station (Art):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might work together using felt or other material to make miniature cloth mantles.





* * *
Suggested Format for Workshops 
The following format is recommended for each workshop (approximately 45 minutes in total length):
1. Introduction/Review of story.  Encourage older children to look up and read the story in their own bibles, or use bibles located in your classroom. Older children may take turns reading scripture passages until the story is complete.
2. Memory Verse (see above).  Please encourage all children 2nd grade and older to look up the verse in their own bibles or in the youth bibles located in each classroom.
3. Workshop Activity (as suggested by Design Team Coordinator or developed collaboratively between Design Team Coordinator and Workshop Leader)

4. Discussion/Q & A  (as suggested by Design Team Coordinator or developed collaboratively between Design Team Coordinator and Workshop Leader)
5. Closing Prayer/Dismissal

If you are interested  in learning more about this lesson or getting some additional ideas about how to teach this material to children of various age groups, you may want to visit  www.rotation.org.  Once at the site, click on “Enter the Ideas and Lesson Exchange Message Boards,” then “Enter” the Lesson Exchange.  On this page you will see a listing of lesson categories, divided into “OT” (for Old Testament) and “NT” (for New Testament).  Click on the lesson category in which you believe this less fits, and you will be directed to a complete listing of all the lesson plans under that category.  If you are not sure which main category your lesson is in, you may create a user name account (it does not cost anything), which will allow you to search the site by using key words and phrases.  Feel free to download or print any of these lesson plans for your individual use.  

Thank you very much for giving your time and your love to our children in this vital ministry of our church!!
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Teachers:  please review the facts below and incorporate some or all of these items into your lessons this month.  The first Sunday of next month, the children will be participating in a family game day in which some or all of the information below might be called for, and the better prepared the children are to answer questions concerning this material, the more enjoyable and meaningful (not to mention successful!) their experience will be that day.  Thank you so much for your dedication to and love for our precious children!
                                                                                Memory Verse:
“Then the woman told Elijah, ‘Now I know for sure that you are a man of God and that the words of the Lord from your mouth are the truth’.”         1 Kings 17:24
1.  Our memory verse comes from the Old Testament.
2.  There are two main sections in the Bible – the Old Testament and the New Testament.
3. The Old Testament portion of the Bible was written many years before Jesus was born.  The New Testament begins with the birth of Jesus and contains accounts of Jesus’ childhood, life and ministry as well as his crucifixion and Resurrection.
4. When we see a Bible verse reference, the first thing is the name of the book of the Bible where the verse is found (here, “1 Kings” is the book of the Bible where our verse is found.)
5. The first number in the verse reference is the chapter of the book, and the second number is the verse within the chapter. So, 1 Kings 17:24 means that our verse can be found in the book of 1 Kings, the 17th chapter and the 24th verse.
6. The Old Testament or Hebrew Texts is the first part of the Bible.  The Old Testament is divided into five 
Sections: the Pentateuch or The Law (Genesis Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy), the Historical books (Joshua through Esther), the Poetic/Wisdom books (Job through Song of Solomon), the Major Prophets (Isaiah through Daniel), and the Minor Prophets (Hosea through Malachi).
Genesis · Exodus · Leviticus · Numbers · Deuteronomy · Joshua · Judges · Ruth · 1-2 Samuel · 1-2 Kings · 1-2 Chronicles · Ezra · Nehemiah · Esther · Job · Psalms · Proverbs · Ecclesiastes · Song of Solomon · Isaiah · Jeremiah · Lamentations · Ezekiel · Daniel · Hosea · Joel · Amos · Obadiah · Jonah · Micah · Nahum · Habakkuk · Zephaniah · Haggai · Zechariah · Malachi
Facts About: Elijah and Elisha:  Remember Who You Are

7.  The story of Elijah the Prophet is found in the Old Testament, 1 Kings 17 and departs in 2 Kings 2:11. 
8.  Prophets are messengers from God.  Elijah is known as a prophet of miracles rather than one of words.
9. Elijah was a prophet during a time when the people of Israel had turned their backs on God and had begun worshipping the heathen god named Baal (pronounced “bail”).  Elijah was a man of great faith and obeyed God, knowing it could cost his life. 
10. Who is Elisha?
11. What did Elisha do?
12. Where do we find the story of Elisha?
13. Why is Elisha important to us in the story of Elijah and Elisha?
14. Why are mentors important to us?
15. How can we be mentors and how may we pass on our mantles?
16. Why would we mentor and pass on our mantles (love of Christ, kindness in Christ, etc.)?
17. Where and what are ways we can show that we are Christ’s disciples?




Elijah and Elisha 
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Elijah and Elisha 
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