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Have children write out the Memory Verse with: Book, Chapter and Verse.


Memory Verse:

“Then the woman told Elijah, ‘Now I know for sure that you are a man of God and
that the words of the Lord from your mouth are the truth’.”
 
1 Kings 17:24
(New International Version)









			
1 Kings__________________________	17________________:	24____________
	BOOK					  	CHAPTER			VERSE

Lesson Concepts for Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath

The Sunday School workshop rotation for “Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath” will consist of three/four workshops and will run for three/four weeks (8 January, 15 January, 22 January, and 29 January).  The workshops, and their respective Workshop Coordinators and Workshop Leaders, are as follows:
PLEASE NOTE: PJ CAPERS IS FIRST SUNDAY OF ROTATION UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED.

	Apostles’ Playhouse/Fun and Games (games/skills workshop):
Workshop Coordinator: 		
Workshop Leader:
 
The Solid Rock Café (cooking workshop):  		
Workshop Coordinator: 		
Workshop Leader:
 	
		Creation Station (art workshop):		
Workshop Coordinator:		
Workshop Leader:
 
	Storyteller’s Tent (storytelling workshop):
Workshop Coordinator:		
Workshop Leader:

It is very important, for the overall success of the rotation workshop model, that our children hear the same message each week in their travels to the different workshops within a given unit.  Accordingly, the following information is provided as a guide to Workshop Coordinators and Workshop Leaders for lesson planning purposes.


Memory Verse:

“Then the woman told Elijah, ‘Now I know for sure that you are a man of God and
that the words of the Lord from your mouth are the truth’.”
 
1 Kings 17:24
(New International Version)

Note: The children’s individual Bibles likely have a different version of this verse.  Encourage the children to look up the verse in their own Bibles and to memorize the verse they have if different from the translation above.  When reviewing the memory verse with the children, you may wish to take the opportunity to quiz them about which Testament contains the verse, where the particular book of the Bible is found relative to other books in that Testament, etc.).




[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson Overview
Elijah and King Ahab
The story of Elijah and the widow takes place in the northern kingdom of Israel when Ahab was king.  The reign of Ahab was a dark time for Israel because he was the most evil of all kings and he worshiped idols.  He married Jezebel, an evil woman who introduced the Israelites to the worship of Baal, the god of the weather.  Baal supposedly determined when it would rain.  People began to worship Baal because they needed rain since their livelihood depended on crops for their food.  

The Bible does not tell us much about Elijah except that he was a prophet or special messenger from God.  Elijah had a very close relationship with God and he was upset that the Israelites had abandoned God and were worshiping idols.  Because the people had turned away from God, Elijah told Ahab that there would be no rain for the next few years until Elijah said so.  This was a direct challenge to Ahab’s power and to the pagan god Baal whom the Israelites believed was the one who determined when it would rain. Ahab may have just laughed at Elijah’s prediction because he believed Baal would decide when it would rain, not Elijah.  

After Elijah told Ahab that it would not rain until he said so, God told Elijah to go to a valley by a stream and stay there until he received further directions.  God did not tell Elijah how long he would have to stay in the valley or what he would do while he was there.  God told him that the ravens would bring him meat and bread to eat and he could drink from the stream. During the time that Elijah spent in the valley, he had time to get closer to God and understand more clearly the plan that God had for him.  Elijah trusted God to take care of him.
Elijah’s Prophecy Comes True
It did not rain for more than three years!  You can imagine what that must have been like.  The earth was so dry that the ground may have cracked from lack of water.  The rivers and streams probably dried up and the plants and trees died.  There were no crops and people were starving.  Fires may have burned the dry vegetation until the land was completely devastated.  The draught was really terrible!  God wanted people to feel the effects of the drought and he wanted them to realize that Baal could do nothing about it regardless of how much they prayed to him.  However, the people continued to pray to Baal for rain.  

Even though the people of Israel were starving, God provided for Elijah.  Just as God had promised, ravens brought him meat and bread twice a day and he drank from the nearby stream.  After Elijah had spent possibly more than a year by the stream, God told Elijah to go to Zarephath to a widow who would feed him.   Zarephath was near Jezebel’s hometown and in the heart of Baal territory.  It may have been a risk for Elijah to go there but he did not question God. 
The Widow of Zarephath
God did not send Elijah to a rich merchant.  He sent him to a starving widow who needed food for herself and her son.  Her husband had died, perhaps from starvation, and her son was very weak because they had so little food.  It is likely that the widow had lost all hope.  She had only enough food for one small last meal and she may have assumed that after the meal, she and her son would die.

When Elijah met her, the widow was gathering wood to cook her last meal.  Elijah asked her for food and water.  She could have refused Elijah’s request and given many excuses for refusing him.  She could have said that her son had a greater need, that her situation was desperate or that she did not feed strangers.  Instead she told him she had only a handful of flour and a little olive oil, just enough to make a last meal for herself and her son.  Elijah told her not to be afraid.  He told her to make him a small loaf of bread before she made the last meal for herself and her son.  He explained that if she did this, she would then have plenty of flour and oil to last until it rained. The widow may have doubted that Elijah could provide her with food but she probably thought, “What have I got to lose?  We are going to die anyway.”  So she did as Elijah told her.  She made Elijah a loaf of bread and then prepared a meal for herself and her son.  
An amazing thing happened.  Day after day, for possibly two years, there was water to drink and food to eat in the widow’s house.  The grain barrel was never empty and the oil container never ran dry. This experience must have been earth shattering for the widow.  She and her son were starving when Elijah entered their lives and now they had food and water when others around them were starving.  
Everything was going well until the widow’s son died while Elijah was staying with them.  The widow blamed Elijah for his death.  Elijah was deeply hurt that the son had died and he prayed to God that the boy would be brought back to life.  God answered Elijah’s prayer and made the boy live again and the woman believed.  She may have believed in God before this time because of the miracle she had witnessed by seeing the ample supply of food she had been given over the years but when her son was brought back to life, she said, “I know that you are a man of God and that the words of the Lord from your mouth are true.” 
God Sends Rain 
Do you think it ever rained?  Well, let’s finish this story.  After Elijah had been at the widow’s house for quite some time, God told him to go and meet with King Ahab.  Now Ahab had sent his people to many places looking for Elijah and I imagine Ahab was pretty curious to finally meet him.  He was probably angry with him as well because he blamed Elijah for the drought and the trouble it had caused Israel.  Elijah told the king that the trouble had come because the people had turned from God.  Elijah told Ahab to gather his people and Baal’s 450 prophets together to meet with Elijah.  

At the meeting, Elijah proposed a contest to see if Baal or God would burn a bull on an altar. The people prayed to Baal and danced around the altar from morning until evening, but nothing happened.  Then Elijah dug a trench around his bull and poured twelve large jugs of water over the entire area until the wood was soaked and the trench was filled with water.  He then prayed to God that the people would know that Elijah’s God was the only God and that they would turn their hearts back to God.  Fire came down from heaven and burned the bull and caused all of the water to evaporate.  The people then believed.  Elijah told Ahab to return to his home because a heavy rain was coming.  Elijah then prayed seven times and it began to rain.  
Conclusion 
Great things happen when good people pray.  Elijah loved God and he was not ashamed to tell people about Him.  Regardless of the circumstances, he stood up for God even when he was in exile and living in danger.  When God spoke to him, no matter how strange the request was, Elijah obeyed God.  We can stand up to God and be courageous like Elijah.  We can trust and believe in Him to provide us with all of our needs.  We can ask for God’s help and when He tells us to do something, we must obey Him.  We have a choice.   We can follow God or we can turn away from Him and follow the crowd.    

Lesson Concepts:
At the conclusion of this unit of study:
1. The children will know that Elijah was a prophet of God and that prophets were God’s messengers.  
2. The children will know that God caused a draught in order to turn the Israelites back to God.  
3. The children will know that God will provide for us if we obey him.   

Bible Skills Goals:
At the conclusion of this unit of study:
1. Know that 1 Kings is in the Old Testament.
2. Find 1 Kings in their Bibles.
3. Find 1 Kings 17:24 in their Bibles and recite the memory verse.

* * *
Workshop Activities – Overview
In general, the various workshop activities are likely to be as listed below.  Of course, any or all of these activities may be modified by the workshop leader or design team coordinator, as they see fit.  The purpose of including them here is just to give everyone a general idea of what the kids will be doing in all of the workshops:

The Solid Rock Café (Cooking):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children will perform their own dramatic and yummy exercise, using pie dough and making a sweet treat such as the widow may have made for the prophet, then her son and herself!

Apostles’ Playhouse/ Fun and Games:  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might participate in a game that exemplifies obedience and provision, like “Mother May I” or “Simon Says.”  
  
Storyteller’s Tent (Storytelling):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might read the story of Elijah and the Widow and/or reenact/re-tell it from the son’s perspective.

Creation Station (Art):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might work together using yarn from “unending” yarn roll to wrap around playful “object” to show God’s unending presence, protection and provision. 
* * *
Suggested Format for Workshops
The following format is recommended for each workshop (approximately 45 minutes in total length):
1. Introduction/Review of story.  Encourage older children to look up and read the story in their own bibles, or use bibles located in your classroom. Older children may take turns reading scripture passages until the story is complete.
2. Memory Verse (see above).  Please encourage all children 2nd grade and older to look up the verse in their own bibles or in the youth bibles located in each classroom.
3. Workshop Activity (as suggested by Design Team Coordinator or developed collaboratively between Design Team Coordinator and Workshop Leader)
4. Discussion/Q & A  (as suggested by Design Team Coordinator or developed collaboratively between Design Team Coordinator and Workshop Leader)
5. Closing Prayer/Dismissal

If you are interested  in learning more about this lesson or getting some additional ideas about how to teach this material to children of various age groups, you may want to visit  www.rotation.org.  Once at the site, click on “Enter the Ideas and Lesson Exchange Message Boards,” then “Enter” the Lesson Exchange.  On this page you will see a listing of lesson categories, divided into “OT” (for Old Testament) and “NT” (for New Testament).  Click on the lesson category in which you believe this less fits, and you will be directed to a complete listing of all the lesson plans under that category.  If you are not sure which main category your lesson is in, you may create a user name account (it does not cost anything), which will allow you to search the site by using key words and phrases.  Feel free to download or print any of these lesson plans for your individual use.  

Thank you very much for giving your time and your love to our children in this vital ministry of our church!!




 

Teacher Facts: Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath
Teachers:  please review the facts below and incorporate some or all of these items into your lessons this month.  The first Sunday of next month, the children will be participating in a family game day in which some or all of the information below might be called for, and the better prepared the children are to answer questions concerning this material, the more enjoyable and meaningful (not to mention successful!) their experience will be that day.  Thank you so much for your dedication to and love for our precious children!
                                                                                Memory Verse:
“Then the woman told Elijah, ‘Now I know for sure that you are a man of God and that the words of the Lord from your mouth are the truth’.”         1 Kings 17:24
1.  Our memory verse comes from the Old Testament.
2.  There are two main sections in the Bible – the Old Testament and the New Testament.
3. The Old Testament portion of the Bible was written many years before Jesus was born.  The New Testament begins with the birth of Jesus and contains accounts of Jesus’ childhood, life and ministry as well as his crucifixion and Resurrection.
4. When we see a Bible verse reference, the first thing is the name of the book of the Bible where the verse is found (here, “1 Kings” is the book of the Bible where our verse is found.)
5. The first number in the verse reference is the chapter of the book, and the second number is the verse within the chapter. So, 1 Kings 17:24 means that our verse can be found in the book of 1 Kings, the 17th chapter and the 24th verse.
6. The Old Testament or Hebrew Texts is the first part of the Bible.  The Old Testament is divided into five 
Sections: the Pentateuch or The Law (Genesis Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy), the Historical books (Joshua through Esther), the Poetic/Wisdom books (Job through Song of Solomon), the Major Prophets (Isaiah through Daniel), and the Minor Prophets (Hosea through Malachi).
Genesis · Exodus · Leviticus · Numbers · Deuteronomy · Joshua · Judges · Ruth · 1-2 Samuel · 1-2 Kings · 1-2 Chronicles · Ezra · Nehemiah · Esther · Job · Psalms · Proverbs · Ecclesiastes · Song of Solomon · Isaiah · Jeremiah · Lamentations · Ezekiel · Daniel · Hosea · Joel · Amos · Obadiah · Jonah · Micah · Nahum · Habakkuk · Zephaniah · Haggai · Zechariah · Malachi
Facts About: Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath
7.  The story of Elijah the Prophet is found in the Old Testament, 1 Kings 17 and departs in 2 Kings 2:11. 
8.  Prophets are messengers from God.  Elijah is known as a prophet of miracles rather than one of words.
9. Elijah was a prophet during a time when the people of Israel had turned their backs on God and had begun worshipping the heathen god named Baal (pronounced “bail”).  Elijah was a man of great faith and obeyed God, knowing it could cost his life. 
10. A king named Ahab began to rule Israel.  He was an evil man and did more to anger God than all the kings of Israel before him. 
11. Ahab’s wife was a Phoenician princess named Jezebel.  She brought the pagan gods of Baal and Ashtoreh to Israel and led the people and the king to worship them.
12. Baal and Ashtoreh were idols or false gods of fertility or nature gods worshiped by the Canaanites and the Phoenicians, and considered a false god by the Israelites.
13. God was sad and angered that His people had turned from Him.  Nevertheless, God loved His people and rose up prophets to speak His words to them, to bring them back to Him again.  The prophets told the people that if they did not turn back and worship the one and only true God, trouble would come upon them – and so it did.
14. Elijah appeared before King Ahab.  His message was short and sharp: “As the Lord lives, before Whom I stand, there will be no dew or rain until I say.”  A great drought came over the land and there was no rain for over three years.
15. King Ahab blamed Elijah for the drought, God told Elijah to go hide East of the Jordan River by the brook of Cherith where he would have water to drink.  What did the ravens bring to Elijah? Why did the ravens feed Elijah?
16. What town did the woman live in that helped Elijah? What did Elijah ask her to make for him?
17. How did Elijah reassure the woman?  How did the widow know to trust?
18. Why did the woman think she was going to die? How did God show that He cared for Elijah, the widow and her son? 
19. Explain to the children the importance of prayer and trusting God.  
20. Great things happen when good people pray.  We can ask for God’s help and when He tells us to do something, we must obey Him.  We have a choice.   We can follow God or we can turn away from Him and follow the crowd.    
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Across
4. This king didn't obey God but worshipped Baal the weather god.

5. The woman who fed Elijah never had to worry about making this again.

6. After Elijah only asked God once, his alter completely _ up.

7. This storyis full of examples of when Elijah prayed God ___ and answered.
10. This is the type of bird that brought food to Elijah.
Down
1. Try to count all of these in the story, amazing things only God could do.
This is the name of the made up god most of the Israelites worshipped.
The prophets of Baal danced and ____ to their god but he couldn't listen.
T
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here was no rain or dew in Israel for years because God stopped it.
ijah drenched his alter full of this to prove that God can do anything.
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Across
4. This king didn't obey God but worshipped Baal the weather god.
5. The woman who fed Elijah never had to worry about making this again.

6. After Elijah only asked God once, his alter completely _ up.

7. This storyis full of examples of when Elijah prayed God ___ and answered.
10. This is the type of bird that brought food to Elijah.

Down

1. Try to count all of these in the story, amazing things only God could do.
This is the name of the made up god most of the Israelites worshipped.
The prophets of Baal danced and ____ to their god but he couldn't listen.
There was no rain or dew in Israel for ____ years because God stopped it.
Elijah drenched his alter full of this to prove that God can do anything.
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