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Have children write out the Memory Verse with: Book, Chapter and Verse.


Memory Verse:

“Jesus said, ’If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.’”
John 7:37







John___________________________ 7_________________:   37_____________
		BOOK					  CHAPTER		      VERSE
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Lesson Concepts for Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

The Sunday School workshop rotation for “Jesus and the Samaritan Woman” will consist of three workshops and will run for three weeks (14 October, 21 October 28 October).  The workshops, and their respective Workshop Coordinators and Workshop Leaders, are as follows:
PLEASE NOTE: PJ CAPERS IS FIRST SUNDAY OF ROTATION UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED.
Bible Story Laboratory (Science workshop)
Workshop Coordinator: 		
Workshop Leader:

		The Solid Rock Café’ (Cooking workshop)
		Workshop Coordinator:
		Workshop Leader:

Storyteller’s Tent (Storytelling workshop)
Workshop Coordinator:
Workshop Leader:

It is very important for the overall success of the rotation workshop model, that our children hear the same message each week in their travels to different workshops within a given unit.  Accordingly, the following information is provided as a guide to Workshop Coordinators and Workshop Leaders foe lesson planning purposes.
Memory Verse:
“Jesus said, ’If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.’”
John 7:37

(Note:  The children’s individual Bibles likely have a different version of this verse.  Encourage the children to look up the verse in their own Bibles and to memorize the version they have, if is different from the translation above.  When reviewing the memory verse with the children, you might wish to take the opportunity to quiz the children about which Testament contains the verse, where the particular book of the Bible is found relative to other books in the Testament, etc.).









Lesson Overview:
God loves everyone, not just Americans, not just Methodists or Baptists, not just girls or boys, not just adults.  This month, we will learn about how Jesus showed his love to a woman who had committed many sins.  We will learn about the time Jesus sat down by a water-well to rest and while there, he met this woman.
Jesus and his disciples went throughout the area surrounding Jerusalem telling about God.   In John 4, we read the story of the Samaritan woman.  The Jews hated the Samaritans because they had married non-Jews and they worshiped many gods.  One day, Jesus and his disciples were traveling through the land of Samaria and they stopped in the city of Sychar (SI-kahr), a city where Samaritans lived.  Most Jewish people in Jesus’ time would have avoided Samaria because Samaritans lived there.  But Jesus loved everyone and he wanted to teach everyone, even Samaritans, about God.  
Jesus’ trip through Samaria took him by Jacob’s well.  (The well still exists today.  It is 75-100 feet deep and it has good water, even today).  The day must have been hot and Jesus and His disciples were tired.  Jesus sat down by the well while His disciples went into town to buy food.  While Jesus was sitting by the well, a woman came to the well for water.  Women usually drew water for their homes near sunset when the weather was much cooler, but this woman probably came during the heat of the day because she wanted to avoid others.  She had a poor reputation in town and she did not want to hear whispers, jeers or hurtful words that someone might say about her.
In Jesus’ time, a Jewish man did not normally speak to a woman in public, not even his mother, daughter, sister, or wife.  Many Jewish men began their day with a prayer thanking God that he was not a Gentile, a slave or a woman.  It was particularly unheard of that a Jewish man would speak to a Samaritan woman.  As a rabbi (teacher), Jesus had good reason to avoid contact with the woman since respected rabbis would not even acknowledge that women existed, except as servants or handmaids.  They would never see a woman as an equal!
When Jesus saw the Samaritan woman, however, He said to her, “Give me a drink.”  The woman was very surprised and she asked Jesus, a Jew, why he had asked a Samaritan for a drink.  
Jesus said to her, “If you knew who I am, you would ask me for a drink and I would give you living water.”  The woman asked Jesus how he could get “living water” from a deep well, since he had no pot to put into the well to get the water.
Jesus told her, “Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again.  But anyone who drinks the water that I give will never thirst.  The water that I give will be a fountain of water within, springing up into eternal life.”  This must have been very confusing to the woman.  How could there be water that would never make you thirsty again?  How could there be a fountain of water inside a person?  How could this spring into eternal life?  
Jesus was not talking about drinking water.  He was saying that His love could satisfy our needs and that by taking God inside our hearts and believing in Him, His love would bring eternal life.  When Jesus said, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink,” He was saying that He could provide for our needs, whatever they might be. 
The woman wanted to hear more about this amazing water.  She asked Jesus to give her the water.  Then Jesus told the woman to get her husband but she told Him she had no husband.  Jesus was pleased that she had been honest with Him.  He told her that He knew she had no husband now, but He knew she had been married to five husbands in her life.  He told her He also knew that now, she was living with a man who was not her husband. Five marriages were not allowed under Jewish law.  A woman was permitted to marry up to two times, but no more.  Jewish law also did not allow a woman to live with a man who was not her husband.  In Jesus’ time, a woman without a husband, or a woman who had married five times, or a woman who was living with a man who was not her husband was looked down upon.  These things were likely the reasons the woman had such a bad reputation in town.  She was breaking so many laws!
The woman was shocked that Jesus knew so much about her.  She thought He must be a prophet.  However, she was uncomfortable because he knew so much about her private life, so she tried to change the subject.  She asked Jesus where God should be worshipped since Jews worshiped God at Jerusalem and Samaritans worshiped at the Samaritan’s holy mountain.  Jesus did not answer this question but said, “Those who worship God must do so out of their very being, their spirit, and their true selves, in adoration.”  He was telling her that it takes more than just a place to worship God.  People should worship God with all of themselves because they love Him.  
The woman told Jesus that she knew that the Messiah was coming and that when He came, she would know the whole story.  Jesus then said to her, “I am He.  You don’t have to wait any longer or look any further.”  What a surprise this must have been to the woman!  She had met the Messiah!  She must tell everyone!
At about this time, Jesus’ disciples returned from town with food.  They were shocked to find Jesus talking with a woman.  Jesus refused to eat the food and He told His disciples, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me, and to finish His work.”  He knew that His work was to bring people to God.
The Samaritan woman left the well when the disciples returned. She ran into town to share her experience with others.  Remember, she was not liked in town and she rarely talked with others.  But her joy was so great she forgot about what people thought about her.  She told everyone to go to the well to see the man who knew all about her life and what she had done. The woman’s great desire to spread the news about the Messiah shows us that she had a strong faith that the man at the well was the Messiah.   
In spite of the Samaritan woman’s reputation, many townspeople went to the well to see Jesus for themselves.  Many of them believed in Jesus because of what the woman had told them and because of what they heard when they met Him.  They asked Jesus to stay with them and he stayed in their town for two days, telling them about God and His promises.
This story tells us that we, too, should never be afraid to tell others about Jesus.  It tells us that we should accept people even if they are poor, even if they are from another country, even if they are a different color or religion, or even if they speak a different language.  We should be willing to share Jesus with everyone we meet.  
Lesson Concepts:
1. Know that God loves everyone of all backgrounds, nationalities, cultures, and beliefs.
2. Know that God loves everyone at all times regardless of how poor or wealthy we are and regardless of what we have done.
3. Know that if we love God and have faith in Him, the Holy Spirit lives in us and is the “living water” that Jesus promises.

Bible Skills Goals:
At the end of this rotation, our children (at least the older ones) should:
1. Know that the story of the Samaritan woman is found in the book of John, one of the four gospels, in the New Testament.
2. Be able to find the book of John in their Bibles.
3. Be able to find the memory verse in their Bibles.
4. Recite the memory verse.  (See above).

* * *
Workshop Activities – Overview

In general, the various workshop activities are likely to be as listed below.  Of course, the workshop leader or workshop coordinator may modify any or all of these activities, as they see fit.  The purpose of including them here is just to give everyone a general idea of what the kids will be doing in all of the workshops and to offer a suggestion for an activity for each workshop:

Bible Story Laboratory (Science):   After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might discuss the importance of water in sustaining life and the fact that most living things are made up mostly of water.  The children might also explore the feeling of thirst as they discuss how Jesus provided “living water” to the woman at the well.
Solid Rock Café’ (Games):   After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might make separate drink mixes (purple or red Kool-Aid) having the one group of kids drink from each separate pitcher, demonstrating how the Jews were prejudiced against the Samaritans without cause, as they did not really know the Samaritans and were simply and categorically “prejudging” all Samaritans without even knowing them as people.
Storyteller’s Tent (Storytelling):   After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children might receive a visit from the woman who encountered Jesus at the well, to hear her story firsthand. She will discuss her feelings and emotions, her life, her excitement to meet Jesus firsthand and the difference He made in her life. 
Suggested Format for Workshops:
The following format is recommended for each workshop (approximately 45 minutes in total length):
1. Introduction/Review of the story and main concepts (see above)
2. Memory Verse (see above)
3. Workshop Activity (see above)
4. Discussion/Q & A
5. Closing Prayer/Dismissal

If you are interested (but this is NOT required), there are numerous prepared lesson plans regarding Joseph and his brothers available at no charge at www.rotation.org.  Once at the site, click on “The Ideas and Lesson Exchange,” then “Enter” The Ideas and Lesson Exchange, then scroll down the menu to “Lesson: NT GOSPELS:  JESUS’ ENCOUNTERS WITH OTHERS,” then from this menu scroll down to “Woman at the Well.”  Here you will find a number of complete lesson plans posted by other churches around the country on Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well, along with a number of email posts and ideas that are not complete lesson plans but may be helpful to you.  Once on the rotation.org website, you can probably also run a search on “Samaritan woman” or “woman at the well” and a suggested workshop activity above to find lesson resources for that workshop activity. Feel free to use any of the materials you find on the rotation.org website in your lesson planning.

    Thank you very much for giving your time and your love to our children in this vital ministry of our church!
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Samaritan Woman 
John 4:1-42
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