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Have children write out the Memory Verse with: Book, Chapter and Verse.




Memory Verse:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only son; that whosoever believes in Him shall not die but have everlasting life.”
							John 3:16










			
John __________________________	 3________________:	16____________
	BOOK					  	CHAPTER			VERSE

Lesson Concepts for: Journey to the Cross

The Sunday School workshop rotation for “Journey to the Cross,” will consist of three workshops and will run for three weeks (11 March, 18 March, and 25 March).  The three workshops, and their respective Design Team Coordinators and Workshop Leaders, are as follows:

Bible Story Laboratory (science workshop)
Workshop Coordinator: 
Workshop Leader:  

HolyWord Theater (video workshop)
	Workshop Coordinator: 
	Workshop Leader:  

		The Solid Rock Café  (cooking workshop)
		Workshop Coordinator: 
	Workshop Leader:  

It is very important, for the overall success of the rotation workshop model, that our children hear the same message each week in their travels to the different workshops within a given unit.  Accordingly, the following information is provided as a guide to Design Team Coordinators and Workshop Leaders for lesson planning purposes.


Memory Verse

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only son; that whosoever believes in Him shall not die
but have everlasting life.”
							John 3:16


(Note:  the children’s individual Bibles likely have a different version of this verse.  Encourage the children to look up the verse in their own Bibles and to memorize the version they have, if it is different from the translation above.  When reviewing the memory verse with the children, you might wish to take the opportunity to quiz the children about which Testament contains the verse, where that particular book of the bible is found relative to other books in that Testament, etc.)











Lesson Overview:

Easter is the most important Christian holiday. It is only because of Easter that Christmas is important. The importance of Easter is the Resurrection experience. In Hebrew, “nephish h’yah” means “the essence of who I am.” The Jews believed that the essence of what made a person was carried in their blood. Therefore, when Jesus broke bread and shared a cup during The Last Supper, he was giving who he was to his disciples, telling them that they now had it in their possession. They now carried who Jesus was with them.

Crucifixion was a cruel form of punishment. It was used for the most horrible crimes and most threatening people. It often took many hours for a person to die. It is written that it took only about three hours for Jesus to die-much quicker than usual. In the early Church, the cross was not used at all as a symbol, because it was such a gruesome reminder of the cruel way Christ had to die. It was not until 5th Century, when Roman rule had passed and the personal memory of crucifixion had ceased, that the cross became a symbol of the Christian Church. The cross is a symbol today because we have come to know the cross was not the end of knowing Jesus. It became the symbol of hope and new life.

Resurrection can be viewed as Jesus physically being raised from the dead, and also as Jesus living within and through each of us. After Jesus was resurrected, the disciples still experienced Jesus being with them because he was alive again. The messages made sense, the example made sense, the way of life made sense. They began to live like he had lived and do what he had done. They carried on the messages he gave and the way he had lived, therefore helping to perpetuate Jesus’ life. 

Through this rotation, the students will learn some of the events and stories that lead up to Easter.   The events of Holy Week can be frightening for young children, and can become more disturbing as one’s understanding of what happened develops with age. However, Jesus’ death and resurrection form a foundation for our beliefs. Therefore, the story of Holy Week is not one from which we should “protect” our children, but rather one to tell with sensitivity to children’s understanding of it. It is important to present the story matter-of-factly, respectfully, and reverently as a whole, including an emphasis on the incredible gift granted us through Jesus’ resurrection.

The Story of Holy Week
(Paraphrased from Tell Me the Story of Jesus by V. Gilbert Beers)
Jesus had been teaching for three years, traveling through the hills and valleys of the land. As the time for Passover approached again, he and his disciples made their way to Jerusalem. There is a beautiful hill east of Jerusalem. In Jesus’ time, it was covered with olive trees. So it was called the Mount of Olives.

One day close to the celebration of the Passover feast Jesus and his disciples were on the Mount of Olives. While they were there, Jesus sent to disciples into a little village nearby. “When you go into the village, you will see a donkey tied there,” Jesus told them. “A young colt will be there with the donkey. Bring them here to me. Someone may ask what you are doing. Just say that I need the donkey and its little colt.” 

The disciples did what Jesus asked. They brought the donkey and its colt to Jesus. They put their coats on the little colt’s back. Jesus would ride on it. Many people threw their coats on the path. The little colt would walk over them. Crowds pushed ahead of Jesus. Crowds pushed behind him. Many squeezed in close on each side of him. They began to shout. “God bless King David’s son,” they shouted. “Praise God! Praise God in the highest heaven!”  The whole city of Jerusalem heard the noise. “Who is coming?” people in the city asked.  The people in the crowd around Jesus shouted, “Jesus is coming!”

Soon Jesus and his disciples arrived in the place that had been chosen for their Passover celebration. It was the first day of Passover, and people had come from everywhere. They talked together. They ate together. They laughed. They prayed. They went to God’s house, the temple, together. This first day was a special day.
It was a time when people gave lambs as offerings to God.  These offerings reminded the people of the first Passover, hundreds of years earlier, when the Israelites left Egypt.  On that first Passover night, the angel of death had passed over each house that had blood sprinkled over the door. The oldest son was safe in each of these Israelite houses. But the Egyptians lost their oldest sons. So Pharaoh finally let the Israelite slaves go free. That’s why the people, who were now called Jewish people, celebrated Passover every year. They kept remembering that wonderful night long ago.

Jesus and his disciples were going to eat the Passover supper together. So two of the disciples made the Passover supper, and Jesus and all 12 of his disciples ate the supper together. They lounged on big benches around the table. That’s the way people ate in those days.  “One of you will turn against me and betray me,” Jesus said. “But it will be sad for that person.” The disciples wondered who it would be. They did not know that it would be Judas.
Jesus took some bread and thanked God for it. Then he broke it into pieces. He gave a piece to each disciple. “Eat this,” he said. “This is my body.” Then he took the cup of wine. He thanked God for it. Then he gave it to the disciples. Each drank some of it. “This is my blood,” Jesus said. “I will give my blood for many.” Jesus was telling his disciples that he was going to die and rise again for them. 

When the Passover supper was over, Jesus and his disciples left the upstairs room. They walked across the city of Jerusalem. They crossed the big valley east of there. They climbed up the Mount of Olives. There was a beautiful garden on that hill. It was filled with olive trees. It also had some large rocks. It was called Gethsemane. Jesus went to a quiet place to pray. Most of his disciples stayed behind. But he took Peter, James and John close to the place where he was going to pray. “I am so sad and crushed,” Jesus told them. “Stay awake while I pray.”  Jesus went a few feet away from his three special friends. He began to pray. “Father, do I have to suffer this way? Do you have another way? I want to do what you want me to do.” Jesus knew that he would have to do, and it made him feel terrible.  
Then Jesus went back to Peter, James and John. They were sleeping! “You should get up now,” Jesus said. “Pray that you won’t give up when you are tempted to do wrong.”

Jesus prayed three times. The third time that he went back to the disciples, Judas suddenly came into the garden. He had a mob with him. These people had clubs and swords. The religious leaders had sent them. Judas had told the men he would greet Jesus. Then they would know the person to capture. So Judas went over to Jesus.
 “Hello, Teacher,” he said. Then he hugged Jesus, and gave him a kiss on the cheek.  “How can you turn me over to this mob with a kiss?” Jesus asked.  Jesus’ disciples were afraid of the mob. They all turned and ran away. Then Jesus was alone. So the men with Judas captured Jesus. They took him back into the city of Jerusalem.

The mob that captured Jesus brought him to the high priest. He was the most important religious leader in the land. The religious leader kept Jesus all night, and in the morning, brought him to Pilate. Pilate was the Roman governor. Pilate questioned Jesus, and found that he had done nothing wrong. But the religious leaders and King Herod wanted Jesus to die, so they shouted and argued with Pilate. Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the leaders and the crowds would not let him. So Pilate ordered his soldiers to take Jesus to the cross to die. 

The soldiers hit Jesus with a whip. They made fun of him, calling him “King of the Jews” and putting a crown of thorns on his head. They made Jesus drag the big cross through the city streets, up to a hill called Calvary. Once they were there, they nailed Jesus’ hands and feet to the cross. The soldiers laughed and joked, and played games with dice to decide who would get to take Jesus’ clothes home. They used a spear to cut Jesus’ side, once they thought he had died, to make sure that it was over.
.
When Jesus died, the sky was black, and the big curtain in God’s house, the Temple, ripped into two pieces. The earth shook and rocks tumbled. It was scary for the people who were watching.  One of the people who was there when Jesus died was named Joseph. He was from a place called Arimathea. So he was known as Joseph of Arimathea. Joseph had been a follower of Jesus, so he went to Pilate to ask if he could take Jesus’ body and bury him. Pilate said yes, so Joseph and some of Jesus’ friends took Jesus off the cross and wrapped his body in a soft cloth. They put some spices in the cloth with Jesus too. They lay him on a bench inside the tomb and rolled a big stone in front of the opening. While Joseph and Jesus’ friends worked, the two women named Mary watched. They were sad that Jesus was dead. But they were happy to see the men take care of Jesus’ body. By this time it was late Friday afternoon, and they all had to hurry home, because the Sabbath would begin when the sun went down.

When the sun set on the next evening, which was Saturday, the Sabbath ended. That meant people could begin to work again. So Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, and several other women went to buy spices. They wanted to put these spices on Jesus’ body. But it was dark now, so they could not go to the tomb yet.

As soon as the sun rose on Sunday morning the women went to Jesus’ tomb. But they wondered how they were going to get in. Who would roll the big stone away for them? When they reached the tomb, the women were surprised. The stone was already rolled away from the entrance! So they rushed inside. Jesus’ body was gone. The women were confused. What had happened to it?

Then two angels appeared to them. They had shining robes. The robes were so bright that the women could hardly look at them. “Jesus isn’t here,” the angels said. “He is alive again! He told you he would come back to life on the third day. Go back to Jerusalem now and tell the disciples what has happened.”

So the women rushed back to Jerusalem. They were shaking. They told the disciples all that had happened. Peter and John wanted to see for themselves. John ran faster. He was there first. He looked into the tomb, but he didn’t go in. As soon as Peter got to the tomb, he rushed inside. Then John went in with him. Jesus was gone! But the cloth that had covered Jesus was lying there. The cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded neatly.  Peter began to wonder. Did Jesus truly rise from the dead? After John went inside and saw the empty tomb, he believed that Jesus really was alive again.
Peter and John went home to Jerusalem.

Then Mary Magdalene came back to Jesus’ tomb. She stood there crying. She looked into the tomb again. There she saw two angels in white robes. One sat where Jesus’ head had been. The other sat where Jesus’ feet had been.  “Why are you crying?” they asked.  “Because they have taken Jesus’ body away,” Mary answered. “I don’t know where they have put it.”

Then Mary looked back and saw that someone was standing behind her.  “Why are you crying?” the man asked. “Who are you looking for?”  She thought he was the man who took care of the garden. “Have you taken Jesus away?” she asked. “Tell me where he is. I’ll go get him.”  “Mary,” the man said. Then Mary knew the man was Jesus! “Teacher!” Mary said. She was so happy and so excited! “Don’t touch me,” Jesus told her. “Find the others and tell them that I am going back to heaven.”

Mary ran back to the disciples. She told them the wonderful news. “I have seen Jesus!” she said. Slowly, the word of Jesus being alive again spread through his followers. Jesus came to his disciples again as well, to show them he was alive and to tell them what he wanted them to do. 

Lesson Concepts:

1.  	Jesus was sent to earth by God to save us all from our sins.
2.	Jesus knew all along that his purposes was to save all people and that he would have to make the greatest sacrifice of all – his own life – because it was God’s will that he do so.
3.	Jesus’ crucifixion is proof of how very much God loves all of us, because God gave His only son to save us and to show us God’s tremendous love for us.

Bible Skills Goals:

At the end of this rotation, our children (at least the older ones) should:

1.  	Know that the story of Jesus’ last days on earth and his resurrection is found in the New Testament, in the Books of Luke and John.
2.  	Be able to find the story of Jesus’ trial crucifixion and resurrection in their bibles.
3.  	Be able to describe the events of Holy Week in their own words.
4.	Be able to find the memory verse in their bibles.
5.  	Recite the memory verse (see above).
* * *
Workshop Activities – Overview
In general, the various workshop activities are likely to be as listed below.  Of course, any or all of these activities may be modified by the workshop leader or design team coordinator, as they see fit.  The purpose of including them here is just to give everyone a general idea of what the kids will be doing in all of the workshops:

HolyWord Theater (Video):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children will watch an animated, 30-minute video from Hanna-Barbera entitled The Easter Story.  Younger children will watch a simplified, gentler presentation of the Easter story entitled The Story of Easter from the Beginner’s Bible Series.

The Solid Rock Café (Cooking):  After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children will make Resurrection Rolls, where biscuit dough is wrapped around a marshmallow (to symbolize Jesus’ body, swathed in white burial clothing, enclosed in the tomb), then baked.  The baking process melts the marshmallow, so when the biscuits come out of the oven, they still resemble “tombs” but they are empty!  The sweetness of the marshmallow remains, though, reminding us of Jesus’ sweetness and the fact that He is always with us, even if we cannot see Him.

Bible Story Laboratory (Science): After hearing the story (older children will look up the story in their own bibles or will use bibles stored in the classroom), and after reviewing the memory verse, the children will build a complete circuit for electricity, using a battery and a light bulb, to demonstrate how Jesus, through His crucifixion and resurrection, connects us to God – our circuit connection – and how He is the light of the world because He showed us what real love is.

 
* * *
Suggested Format for Workshops

The following format is recommended for each workshop (approximately 45 minutes in total length):

1. Introduction/Review of story.  Encourage older children to look up and read the story in their own bibles, or use bibles located in your classroom. Older children may take turns reading scripture passages until the story is complete.

2. Memory Verse (see above).  Please encourage all children 2nd grade and older to look up the verse in their own bibles or in the youth bibles located in each classroom.

3. Workshop Activity (as suggested by Design Team Coordinator or developed collaboratively between Design Team Coordinator and Workshop Leader)

4. Discussion/Q & A  (as suggested by Design Team Coordinator or developed collaboratively between Design Team Coordinator and Workshop Leader)

5. Closing Prayer/Dismissal

If you are interested (but this is NOT required), there are numerous prepared lesson plans regarding the events of Holy Week available at no charge at www.rotation.org.  Once at the site, click on “Enter the Ideas and Lesson Exchange Message Boards,” then “Enter” the Lesson Exchange, then scroll down the menu to “Lesson Exchange:  Palm Sunday to Ascension,” then on this menu select “Holy Week - General.”  Here you will find several lesson plans prepared by various churches around the country.  Some may not have a lesson plan for your particular workshop, but others may give you some ideas for how to present your material.  Feel free to download or print any of these lesson plans for your individual use.  Particularly helpful are the lesson sets from the Kirk of Kildaire Presbyterian Church in Cary, North Carolina and from the Canfield Presbyterian Church.  

Thank you very much for giving your time and your love to our children in this vital ministry of our church!!





Teacher Facts for Journey to the Cross

Teachers:  please review the facts below and incorporate some or all of these items into your lessons this month.  The first Sunday of next month, the children will be participating in a family game day in which some or all of the information below might be called for, and the better prepared the children are to answer questions concerning this material, the more enjoyable and meaningful (not to mention successful!) their experience will be that day.  Thank you so much for your dedication to and love for our precious children!
Memory Verse:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only son; that whosoever believes in Him shall not die but have everlasting life.”							John 3:16
1. Our memory verse comes from the New Testament.  
2.  There are two main sections in the Bible – the Old Testament and the New Testament.  This lesson helps us to tie the       two testaments together.  
3.   The Old Testament portion of the Bible was written many years before Jesus was born.  The New Testament begins       with the birth of Jesus and contains accounts of Jesus’ childhood, life and ministry as well as his crucifixion and       Resurrection.
4.  When you see a Bible verse reference, the first thing is the name of the book of the Bible where the verse is found      (here, “John” is the book of the Bible where our verse is found.)
5.  The first number in the verse reference is the chapter of the book, and the second number is the verse within the       chapter. So, John 3:16 mean that our verse can be found in the book of John, the 3rd chapter and the 16th verse.
6.   The Old Testament or Hebrew Texts is the first part of the Bible.  The Old Testament is divided into five Sections: the Pentateuch or The Law (Genesis Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy), the Historical books (Joshua through Esther), the Poetic/Wisdom books (Job through Song of Solomon), the Major Prophets (Isaiah through Daniel), and the Minor Prophets (Hosea through Malachi).
7. The first four books of the New Testament (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) are known or referred to as the “Gospels,”          because they tell the story of Jesus’ birth, his childhood, his ministry, his crucifixion and his Resurrection. Because Jesus’ life, death and Resurrection are the “Good News” for us (since Jesus died for our sins), we sometimes also refer to these four Gospels as the Good News.
Facts About: Journey to the Cross
8. The story is found in the gospels, the first four books of the New Testament:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
“Gospel” means “good news.”  These books tell of Jesus’ life on earth and how he died to forgive our sins. That is
certainly “good news.”  
9. Easter is the most important Christian holiday, why? It is only because of Easter that Christmas is important. The importance of Easter is the Resurrection experience.
10.  What does “nephish h’yah” mean?  It means “The essence of who I am.” The Jews believed that the essence of what made a person was carried in their blood. Therefore, when Jesus broke bread and shared a cup during The Last Supper, he was giving who he was to his disciples, telling them that they now had it in their possession. They now carried who Jesus was with them.
11. Reverently and gently tell the children the Crucifixion story and how Christ died.  Ask why do we wear and have crosses today?
12. Explain the resurrection to the children.  Explain/ask why the Resurrection is important to us today.
13.  Tell the events of Holy Week.  Remember the story may be complex and disturbing to children.  However, gently and sensitively share the concept of Christ’s gift to us through his resurrection.
14.  Recall the story of Holy Week to the children from the beginning of Christ’s ministry, to the parade through the city, during the Passover celebration, the Last Supper, to the Garden of Gethsemane, Judas’s betrayal, The Trial, The Crucifixion, The Burial, the Resurrection and Christ’s encounter with Mary Magdalene.   
15. Why do we tell the Easter story and why is it important to us?
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Jesus had to bear His own cross to the city gate where Simon
of Cyrene was compelled to bear it after Jesus.
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