Kessler Park United Methodist Church
Carpenter’s Corner
Sunday School Workshop Rotation Curriculum For Pre-K Through 5th Grade
September 2011 - October 2012  

In My Father’s House – Young Jesus in the Temple
September (Four workshops -)
This rotation introduces the students to Jesus as a child just like them. We know that Jesus was a special baby, announced by angels and sought out by wise men half a world away who traveled for months to find him. Now we’ll learn about Jesus as a child. We don’t know much about his childhood from the Bible, but we know that not only was Jesus fully God and fully human, but he was also fully a KID!! This concept will help kids build or strengthen their relationship with Jesus. We have every reason to believe that Jesus lived an ordinary childhood, so we will discover what that childhood was like, with a focus on the time Jesus spent in the temple as a young boy. As they learn what Jesus did as a kid, children will be encouraged to ask, “What would Jesus do?” in their own lives.
“And Jesus matured, growing up in both body and spirit, blessed by both God and people.”  Luke 2:52
The Lions Sleep Tonight – Daniel’s Story
October (Five workshops)
Daniel 6:26 – “I command everyone in my kingdom to worship and honor the God of Daniel.  He is the living God the one who lives forever.  His power and his kingdom will never end.”  In this series of workshops, children will learn that God is with us in both good and bad times, that God listens to us when we pray and helps us when we are in trouble.  Daniel prayed regularly and he trusted God even when times were tough.   This unit was first presented in the fall of 2002 and is repeated this year to emphasize to our children the importance of living the Great Commandment – to love the Lord with our hearts, our souls, our minds and our strength – and also the importance of faith and reliance upon God in good times, by giving God thanks (glory), and in bad times, by praising God.  
“Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged!  I am the Lord your God, and I will be there to help you wherever you go.”      Joshua 1:9
Elijah the Prophet
November (Three workshops – Apostles’ Playhouse, HolyWord Theater, Solid Rock Café’) 
Elijah was one of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament. He was a prophet during a time when the people of Israel had turned their backs on God and had begun worshipping the heathen god named Baal. God caused a drought to come over the land. Elijah, who was close to God, told the king of Israel of the coming drought. Then God told Elijah to hide. In hiding, Elijah ate bread and meat that the ravens bought to him and drank from the brook. When the brook dried up, Elijah encountered a widow who had only a handful of flour and a bit of olive oil to feed herself and her son. Elijah told her that if she would share the last of her food with him, God would provide for them until the rains came and the drought was over. In faith, she made some bread for Elijah first, and God kept His promise! In this unit of study, the children will learn that we need to wait on God and not our own timing.  We will also learn that God keeps his promises!
“Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”				 Psalm 119:105

Advent:  Wise Guys and Starry Skies
December (Two workshops – Story Tellers Tent, Creation Station, Solid Rock Cafe)
Far, far from Bethlehem, the little village where Jesus was born, lived some wise men, or magi. We don’t really know how many men there were, but since there are 3 gifts mentioned later in the story, we often think that there were three. These men liked to study the stars. One night as they were gazing up at the stars they saw a new star. It was bright and beautiful, shining in the eastern sky. They wondered about the meaning of this new star, and soon realized it must be the star that had been sent to them to tell them of the birth of the King of the Jews.  So they packed their bags, including gifts for the new King, with the star leading the way.  The journey was very long – it may have taken months, or even years, for them to walk the long distance. At last they came to Jerusalem.  In this Advent unit of study, we will see what we can learn of these learned men who traveled so long and so far to find the Messiah and the faith that kept them going on their long journey. 
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29: 13
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Christmas
December 25th (One/Two Workshops – depending on attendance)

Epiphany
January 1 (one combined workshop)
God promised the people that God would send them a Savior.  The people were demanding an earthly king – a mighty warrior or political leader -- but God sent a Savior instead.  The king that God promised the people would be a descendant of Abraham and of King David, and he would be born in Bethlehem.  Meanwhile, the magi were studying the stars.  They saw something exciting, and they were excited enough about this event to go check it out.  They wanted to worship this new king.  In this combined workshop, the children will learn the story of how the wise men learned of the birth of Jesus and of their journey across many miles to the place where they found the Christ child.  We will continue the tradition begun three years ago of decorating a beautiful wooden chest with small photographs and objects collected by the children from home.  This is a very special and meaningful lesson, and the children will present their beautifully decorated chest during morning worship as a symbolic gift to the Christ child.

Elijah and the Widow of Zaraphath
January (Four workshops – Apostle’s Playhouse, Solid Rock Café’, Creation Station, Story Tellers Tent)
The Bible does not tell us much about Elijah except that he was a prophet, or special messenger from God.  Elijah had a very close relationship with God, and he was upset that the Israelites had abandoned God and were worshiping idols.  God gave Elijah a message to pass along to King Ahab, that there would be no rain for the next few years until Elijah said so.  The king laughed at Elijah, and Elijah later went into the valley to become closer to God and to better understand the plan God had for the people of Israel.  Elijah trusted God to take care of him during a very uncertain and frightening time in Elijah’s life.  During this unit of study, our children will get to know Elijah and his close relationship with God and they will discover how important it was for Elijah to trust God with his life and to guide Elijah in making difficult and important decisions.
“Then the woman told Elijah, ‘Now I know for sure that you are a man of God and that the words of the Lord from	 your mouth are the truth’.”  1 Kings 17:24
Elijah and Elisha: Remember Who You Are
February (Three workshops – Solid Rock Café’, Apostles’ Playhouse, Creation Station)
We continue to study Elijah in this rotation.  Elijah’s ministry laid the foundation for Elisha’s ministry, just as those who go before us provide a foundation for our learning. We too, are disciples. Who are our teachers? How did Elisha learn from Elijah? How do we learn from those around us? Our identity as individuals and faith communities is inextricably woven together with those who came before us. Who is passing on the mantle of faith and discipleship to us? To whom will we pass on our mantles? Elijah passed on a physical mantle to Elisha. What are our “mantles” today? What rituals and physical signs do we use as rites of passage? Elisha wanted his inheritance – a double portion of it in fact. What is our inheritance? Do we want it? Or do we see it as a burden to avoid? In this unit of study, our children will continue to get to know Elijah and will learn some important concepts about the role of those around us in helping us become what God wants us to be.
“Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.’”
2 Kings 2: 9b
Journey to the Cross
March (Three workshops – Bible Story Lab, Holy Word Theater, Solid Rock Café’)
In this three-week study of Holy Week, the children will focus on the dramatic events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion.  They will learn about Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem on a special little grey donkey, his confrontation with the money changers in the temple, his last supper with the disciples, his emotional quiet time with God in the garden at Gethsemane, his arrest and, finally his crucifixion.  This is difficult material for even adults, but it is very important that our children know that these events were all a part of God’s plan for our redemption through Christ’s death and resurrection.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only son; that whosoever believes in Him shall not die but have everlasting life.”
							John 3:16


Palm Sunday: 1 April 2012
Easter Sunday: 8 April 2012
(One combined workshop)
The children will celebrate the Resurrection of the Christ with a family brunch and extended sing-along time, following which the children will watch the new Veggie Tales video An Easter Carol, loosely modeled after Dickens’ A Christmas Carol and designed to emphasize that the real meaning of Easter has nothing to do with chocolate bunnies or plastic eggs.  The children will then be escorted out to the front entrance of the sanctuary to participate in our annual Flowering of the Cross during Easter morning worship.

Creation Celebration
April (Four workshops – science, ecology, nature scavenger hunt and video)
The creation story is one of the very first Bible stories we teach to our children.  Even the very youngest children in Carpenter’s Corner will have some initial familiarity with this story.  The story of creation, of course, is found at the very beginning of the Bible, Genesis 1:1 – 2:3. The basic sequence of the creation process is:  Day one - God created day from night; Day two - God created the sky; Day three - God created sea and land and plants; Day four - God created seasons, stars, sun and moon; Day five - God created the creatures of the sea and sky (fish and birds); Day six - God created the land animals including human beings; and Day seven - God rested.  In this unit of study, our children will focus on the creation process, reflect on its beauty and perfection and consider our responsibility to care for our earth.  
Adam & Eve – The Fall from Grace
May (Three workshops – Bible Story Lab, HolyWord Theatre, Apostles’ Playhouse/Drama)
Life was good in the Garden of Eden.  All of the animals existed together peacefully; there was no sadness, no anger, no arguing, no meanness, no homework, no chores…. And there was only one rule:  God told Adam and Eve that they may eat any of the food that God had provided for them in the Garden, except for the fruit that grew on the tree in the very center of the Garden (called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil).  What did Adam and Eve do?  The very thing they were told not to do.  In this unit of study, we will explore the importance of following God’s laws and being obedient.  We will discuss the awesome responsibility that comes with the free will that God has given to each of us and that, like a parent who disciplines a cherished child who disobeys, God gives out consequences when we make poor choices.  Finally, we will reflect on how much God loves us and how thankful we are that God forgives us and loves us even when we stumble on our way.
"God loves us so much that He lets us be called His children, as we truly are.”  	 1 John 3:1
Pentecost
June  (Three workshops – HolyWord Theater, Apostles’ Playhouse/Games, Story Teller’s Tent) – 
Fifty days after Easter all the Christians in Jerusalem were gathered together for a special day called Pentecost. While they were gathered the Holy Spirit came. Some felt a great wind blowing.  Others saw tongues of fire. All of them were filled by God's Spirit. They began to talk in many languages and yet everyone could understand everyone else. They were all amazed by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Pentecost is a time of great excitement, energy and joy.  On the Christian calendar, Pentecost falls squarely within the most beautiful and exciting time of the year – warm weather and the anticipation of a wonder-filled summer vacation.  In this unit, our children will be encouraged to channel all of their “end of the year” energy and excitement into Pentecost-related workshops that celebrate the Holy Spirit and our “new life” in Christ.
"But the Holy Spirit will come and help you, because the Father will send the Spirit to take my place.  The Spirit will teach you everything and will remind you of what I said while I was with you.”   John 14:26 (CEV)
Nicodemus
July (Four workshops – Creation Station, Bible Story Lab, Apostles’ Playhouse/Games)
John 3:16 – it’s one of the most well known verses in the Bible. When studied in the context of the Nicodemus story, we learn that Jesus was trying to teach a difficult concept. In fact, Nicodemus didn’t “get it” until after Jesus had been killed. The idea is this: God offers us a “rebirth”: a chance at a brand new kind of life—a spiritual life. All that is required is that we believe in Jesus. We learn from Nicodemus that the believing part is hard – it just doesn’t always make sense intellectually! When we are open to God’s leading, we receive his Spirit, and grow in our relationship with God. We gain a new way of looking at things; we become more aware of God’s love in our lives. It takes work – but it’s well worth it.
“For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.”           John 3: 16-17

Mary and Martha
August (Three workshops – Apostles’ Playhouse, HolyWord Theatre, Solid Rock Café’)
Our memory verse for this unit is Psalm 46:10 – “Be still and know that I am God.”  Jesus and his disciples were traveling. When they got to a village, Martha welcomed them into her home. Martha’s sister, Mary, immediately went to sit at the feet of Jesus so she could hear his every word. Martha was busy and worried because she still had much to do. She complained to Jesus about Mary, asking him to tell her to help! But Jesus told Martha that she worried about too many things. Mary had chosen best.  Though both Martha and Mary are here and elsewhere in the gospels highly respected as disciples, Mary is the one who models in this story what it is to listen attentively for God. The kingdom is a gift, received by hearing the word in faith.  Sometimes we just need to be still and to listen to what God wants to say to us.
“So in Christ we who are many form one body and each member belongs to all the others.”    Romans 12:5
Ruth
September (Three workshops – Creation Station, Story Teller’s Tent, HolyWord Theater, Apostles’ Playhouse)
The book of Ruth is sandwiched between Judges and Samuel, and is a gracious transition between the two. The book of Judges is violent and rude, but the book of Ruth redeems the people therein -- in it we find loyalty, courage, grace and honor.  Bethlehem is no longer in famine, and Naomi decides to go back home. She has no children; the outlook for her is bleak, for in that day, the elderly were taken care of by their children and children-in-law. At first, Orpah and Ruth want to go with her -- they know the obligation they have as daughters-in-law to their mother-in-law. Naomi figures that just as she has a better chance at home in Bethlehem, these women have a better chance to find another husband in Moab. Orpah concurs, but Ruth is adamant. When in Bethlehem, it is Ruth's job to 'bring home the bacon.”  She asks Naomi's permission to go and gather the leavings from the harvest in the field; Naomi gives it. Ruth happens upon a field owned by Boaz ("strength," BO-az). Naomi returns the gleanings to Naomi, tells Naomi of Boaz, and finds that he is a relative.  Naomi preps Ruth, and after the barley harvest Ruth explains to Boaz that he is a "kinsman-redeemer," meaning that since Boaz is a relative he has the right to acquire.  So, Boaz marries Ruth and they have a son, Obed ("worshiper of a servant who worships", OH-bed), who begats Jesse, who begats David, who is an ancestor of Jesus.

“Where you go I’ll go. Where you stay I’ll stay. Your people will be my people and your God will be my God.”    Ruth 1:16

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman
October (Three workshops – Bible Story Lab, Story Tellers Tent, Solid Rock Cafe)
The Spirit of God is not contained in boundaries and has no limits. What’s more, even when we do things we know are wrong, or when we disappoint ourselves or others, we are never left out of God’s love and concern. In this unit of study, we will learn about Jesus’ encounter with a Samaritan woman at a well. We will discuss the significance of Jesus’ decision to go to Samaria in the first place, as Samaritans were thought to be wrong-thinking people who disrespected the Hebrew laws – and how Jesus engaged the woman in a conversation that changed her heart forever.  In this story we will see Jesus as Messiah, ushering in the kingdom of God — to someone on the margins of society. Jesus took the message of God’s powerful love outside of the Jewish community early in his ministry, and this extension of the Christian message to the non-Jewish world changed everything, forever.  
Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.
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