FAMILY NIGHT

For many years, we celebrated Dad’s Night in February.  In response to our family surveys, we realized that this special evening could be improved by sharing it with other family members in addition to dads, so last year we replaced DAD’S NIGHT with FAMILY NIGHT!  It was such a success that we will continue this new tradition this year during the month of February!
FAMILY NIGHT will be a special time for you to enjoy puzzles, art projects, and games with your child.

Friday, Feb. 24th, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  If you normally pick up your child at 6:00, plan to stay awhile that evening and enjoy the fun.  If your child leaves earlier in the day, plan to come back together during the 6:00-7:30 time period.  This is a come and go affair, so plan to come early or late and stay as long as you are able.

Fellowship Hall is the place to come. Teachers will have booths and activities set up that represent many of the activities that go on here at school.  The lunchroom will be set up for enjoying a light supper of hot dogs, chips, veggies, fruit, and lemonade.  Cost for the supper is $3.00 per plate for adults and children.  All games and activities are free.  A new feature this year will be a silhouette artist!  Please be watching for order forms ($20.00).  
Family Night offers your child an opportunity to share with you some of the things she or he enjoys at school each day.  It also gives family members and children a special time to be together.  The activities call for participation from both child and adult, so come prepared to create a work of art, build a spaceship out of blocks, or work a puzzle with your child.
VALUES OF LEARNING CENTERS

Through blocks a child:

· Has opportunities for using large muscles (lifts, carries, stacks)

· Learns about sizes and shapes and amounts

· Learns to make decisions

· Learns to make conversation

· Experiments in working with others

· Begins to recognize rights of others 

· Learns to put materials away

Through dramatic play materials a child:

· Plays out home experiences

· Develops muscular coordination (ironing, dressing dolls, setting table)

· Experiments with adult roles

· May begin to cooperate with others 

· Reveals thoughts and attitudes through conversation

Through puzzles and manipulatives a child:

· Enjoys a sense of achievement

· Learns to think and reason

· Learns to solve problems

· Has opportunity for choices

· Learns to work independently

· Develops coordination

Through art materials a child:

· Enjoys sensory experiences

· Has freedom to express his/her own ideas

· Has outlets for emotional tensions and frustrations

· Enjoys making things

· Learns about color, form, beauty

Through books a child:

· May enjoy handling and looking at them

· May get new ideas and develop new interests

· Learns to listen to stories

· Increases his/her attention span

· Increases his/her vocabulary

· Begins to take responsibility for the care of books
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HELP OUR SCHOOL GET FREE SUPPLIES!  

When parents and teachers provide our school’s 5% Back to Schools ID number while shopping at Office Depot, our school receives credits equal to 5% to use for FREE SUPPLIES!  Our school’s ID Number: 70203963
VALENTINE’S DAY PARTIES
All classes will be celebrating Valentine’s Day with class parties this month.   All classes will celebrate on Tuesday, February 14th.  We appreciate all of the parents who provide refreshments, party plates and napkins, make party favors, and plan activities and games to make class parties such a fun time for the children.  If children wish to exchange valentines with their classmates, they are asked to bring one valentine for each child in the classroom.  Teachers will set aside a special time for children to pass out their valentines to classmates.

OUR TAX ID NUMBER IS 74-1200144

At this time of year, many of you request our tax ID number and some of you request a total of what you paid in the preceding year.  Our tax ID number is 74-1200144.  If you need the total of your 2011 payments, please put your request in writing and turn it in at the Day School Office, email your request to fccdsdirector@grandecom.net, or fax your request to 854-3062.   Please let us know in your request if you would like us to mail that information to you or if you would like to pick it up here at the school.  We will be happy to place it in your child’s cubby, keep it in the office for you to pick up, or mail it to you if that would be more convenient.  Just let us know.  Thank you.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
This is a wonderful program to help raise money for our school.  Please start watching for and saving box tops for us.  Thank you to those of you who already do so!
Parent/Teacher Conferences

Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for this month.  Please check with your children’s teachers for dates and times.  It is such a joy for us to teach your children each day and to see their enthusiasm for learning.  Conferences are a wonderful opportunity for us to share this joy with you as we share your child’s many accomplishments.  You are your child’s first teacher.  Your input is valuable to us and to your child.  If you have questions or concerns about classroom goals or particular skills for your child, please bring these up at the conference.  We are anxious to share with you why we work on certain skills at a particular time and also eager to provide a setting that truly meets the needs of your child.  Because each teacher must visit with a number of individual parents, the time allotted for conferences must be limited.  Please try to help us adhere to the time schedule by being prompt for your conference and allowing the teacher to begin the next conference when your time has ended.  If you feel you need additional conference time with the teacher or with the director, please feel free to call and schedule an appointment.  We enjoy the time we spend with your children and try to offer them many challenging opportunities to learn and grow. As we come together as parents and teachers to share information with each other, we are all better able to help your child reach his/her fullest potential.  

DATES TO REMEMBER

Sometime in February
· Applications for Metropolitan Elementary (formerly Chula Vista Academy of Fine Arts) for kindergarten through sixth graders for the 2012-2013 school year will be available through CCISD.  
· This is the time of year that many schools (private and charter schools), will be having open houses and accepting applications for the 2012-2013 school year.  Our program will begin accepting applications on February 27th.  
Throughout February

Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 1st 

February tuition is due 

February 7th    
Last day to pay February tuition without the addition of a late fee

February 14th 

Valentine Parties for all classes

February 24th 

FAMILY NIGHT 6:00-7:30 p.m. (come and go)

February 27th 

Registration for summer and fall classes begins for current students, siblings, and church members
March 5th  

Registration for summer and fall classes opens to public
April 5th  

Easter Parties for all classes

April 6th 

Good Friday – entire school and child care center will be closed

April 22nd -28th  

Week of the Young Child (WOYC) Field Days, Parent Picnics, and Book Fair
May 28th 

Memorial Day – entire school and child care center will be closed

May 31st   
Last day of school
June 1st  

Summer program begins

