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HOSPITALITY MOVES BETWEEN THE SERVICES 

 

Between the Services ς Education and Fellowship Emphasis 

Sunday Coffee Hour is back at 9:00am! It will lead naturally into education opportunities for all ages at 9:30. 
Beginning January 15th the hospitality offered after the 10:30 service will discontinue and be replaced by 
refreshments at 9:00am. Teams are being formed to provide very simple snacks to compliment the coffee 
hour. Deacon Joe Mills resumes his weekly class on the Sunday Readings on January 8th. 

Beginning January 15th come to the education hour. Here are the opportunities: 

Children and Youth Classes for all Ages ς hǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ 
stories or arts and crafts projects to engage the students on biblical or seasonal themes. 

Sunday Lectionary Class ς Deacon Joe Mills gathers interested adults in the parish office to examine in some 
depth the background and meanings of the Bible readings of the day. As a liturgical church we benefit from 
our consistent exposure to Holy Scriptures from the Law, the Writings, the Psalms, the Epistles and the 
Gospels. 

IŀƭƭŜƭǳƧŀƘΥ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ς Fr. Price will lead four session exploring the Scriptural texts of 
IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ Messiah. The four sessions cover: Comfort, Comfort My People; Who Shall Abide the Day of His 
Coming?; For Unto us a Child Is Born; Glory to God in the Highest. 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The annual parish meeting will be held between the services at 9:15  

am on Sunday, January 22nd.  Annual reports will be distributed, along 

with a featured presentation by our Youth Minister, Ryan Perry.  We 

will also be electing one Verna Browning trustee to serve for a period 

of three years. 
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From the Rectorõs Deské. 

Have a Question?  These people may be able to help: 

 

Danny Hermann; Parish Administrator: 281-331-5657 

Tommy Peebles; Senior Warden, Wayne Bell; Junior Warden 

John Bergmann, Kati Garner, Glennie Hefner, Mark Patterson,  

Mary Smith, Aubrey Stokes, Donna Tate; Vestry Members 

Len DePrang, Organist & Music Director 

Ryan Perry, Youth Minister 

Chris Patterson, Altar Guild Director 

Priscilla Clark; Outpost Editor 

Grace Episcopal Church 

Sunday Service Times 

8:00 AMðHoly Eucharist, Rite I 

9:15 AMðChristian Education for 

All Ages 

10:30 AMðHoly Eucharist, Rite II 

A New Year: Not Doom, Delight! 

Sensationalists of various stripes will be hyping how the Mayan calendar ends with what we call, in our calendar terms, 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ нлмнΦ ²ƛƭƭ ǿŜ ǿƻǊǊȅΚ bƻΦ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ άǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛǘǎΦ hǳǊ 
tradition has never been plagued with emotionalism or end-times anxiety. We would rather work for good then hype the 
apocalypse. God declared the creation good in our story of beginnings, God so delighted in the world that he gave his only 
Son. Celebration and delight is the motivation for our work. We are moved by beauty and joy, not by worries and dubious 
interpretations of signs. 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳΣ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ά5ƛƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜƭǾŜ ƛƴ нлмнέ ƴƻǘ ά{ŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ нлмнέΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ƴƻǘ 
to panic. We would rather dig for the outreach that is possible in our community, and the invitation to people looking for a 
church home, and a community of grace and faith. We would rather delve into deeper relation to God, and relation and care 
with one another. One of our emphases will be the 9:00 hour on Sunday morning as an opportunity for Christian formation 
for all ages, and a building of unity and fellowship, as you will read about elsewhere in this issue of the Outpost. Our energy 
turns toward hospitality between the Sunday morning liturgies, so that members who attend the early and late services can 
all avail themselves to this time for learning and fellowship. 

Come one, come ALL! On January 22rd our Annual Parish Meeting, at 9:15 a.m. is important for all of us to attend. We receive 
year end reports from 2011 and articulate initiatives for 2012. We will culminate our stewardship emphasis, and see the 
shape of our new budget. Even in the final weeks of December and first weeks of January, people are turning in pledges to 
help the parish reach and exceed our mission goals for the new year. Our very special feature will be to celebrate the vitality 
of our Youth Ministry led by our Director of Alvin Christian Youth Programs, Ryan Perry. 

Finally consider one of the marvelous adult classes on Sunday morning. The grand opening for these classes in 2012 will be 
January 15th, and they will resume again a week after the Annual Parish Meeting on January 29th. Deacon Joe teaches a 
fabulous discussion class on the Sunday Lessons of Scripture. The rector will introduce a class called Hallelujah: The Bible and 
IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ. 

So 2012 is not the end of the world: each of you can make it the end of worry, and the beginning of meaningful service in 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ bŀƳŜΦ 
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DEGEORGE CTR. - THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

THE DEGEORGE BOXES HAVE BEEN DEIVERED.   On 
Tuesday, December 13, Dorothy Campbell and 
Phyllis Wall delivered the boxes that the generous 
Grace members and their friends supplied.  Thanks 
to all who participated in this yearly project.   A 
special thanks to Opal Anderson for making 100 
pillowcases, one for each room at the DeGeorge 

Center.  The work is truly beautiful and will be 
treasured for many years.           

 

50+ TOUR 

50+ Tours will be traveling to Alvin High School on 
January 21st to see the musical Thoroughly Modern 
Millie. (Carver Mathis will be in the chorus). Please  
see one of our agents soon to secure your seat. S. 
Wayne Mathis 832-630-0651 ticketing,  Phyllis Wall 
281-992-9635 travel and Elizabeth Gass 281-585-

8766 guide.  

DONATIONS TO YOUTH MINISTRY 

¢ƘŜ ά!ƭǾƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ƛǎ ŀ Ŏƻ-op 
program of Grace Episcopal Church and the First 
Christian Church of Alvin. One third of the overall 
funding for the program is provided by each of the 
member churches, and one third by donations. At 
a fundraising dinner in December, $4,500 was 
pledged toward our goal of $8,100 with $2,000 
already collected. If you would like to contribute 
or make a pledge to this fund, please contact 
Youth Minister Ryan Perry or the Parish Office.  
Our youth need your support. 

NOVEMBER FINANCIALS 

YTD Income:    $193,700.57   (92.7% of budget) 

YTD Expenses:  $194,233.12   (93.4% of budget) 

Profit <Loss>           <$532.55>  

 

MISSIONARY FUNDING 

GRACE CHURCH PAYS FULL MISSIONARY SUPPORT  

As an Episcopal Parish, part of our privilege and 
responsibility is to support our diocese: its 
infrastructure and its common missionary 
endeavors. Paying our assessment is a binding 
requirement. Paying the amount asked for special 
ministries and mission support has been a 
challenge year to year. Through the years we 
have paid the percentage of the "Missionary 
Asking" that was possible within our budget 
limitations. Our Diocesan support is now 
organized into four categories: the assessment - 
$11,228, the health insurance assessment - 
$13,460, diocesan missionary asking - $10,720, 
and local outreach spending $10,820 (the 
amounts shown are specific to Grace Church, 
Alvin.) This is the first time in recent years that we 
have taken on the full payment of the canonically 
required and voluntary categories. It is meet and 
right and a considerable joy to do our full part. 

VESTRY THANK YOU 

Our Vestry of the past year has led diligently 
and effectively; we are so fortunate to have 
people who step forward to serve God and their 
church family in this way. Completing their 
terms are Margaret Barrier, Lynne Bruner, and 
Rod Dockal. We thank them for their time and 
the investment of their gifts to the benefit of 
the parish. We also give thanks for our wardens,   
Glennie Hefner and Wayne Bell. Glennie served 
as Senior Warden for two years in leadership on 
the vestry, and in key projects of the church. 
Wayne, having served three years, continues as 
Junior Warden. With Rod Dockal and Charlie 
Lamb, Wayne has maintained our buildings and 
grounds and made repairs and improvements 
resulting in substantial savings to the church. 
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The Parish Prayer List 
 

 The Clergy: 

The Rt. Rev. Katherine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

The Rt. Rev. Dena Harrison, Bishop Suffragan, Episcopal Diocese of Texas 
The Rev. David W. Price, Rector, Grace Episcopal Church 
The Rev. CarolAnn Mills, Deacon, Grace Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Joseph M. Mills, Deacon, Grace Episcopal Church 

Special Ministries 

Vestry of Grace Church 
Directors and all workers involved in Grace Church Ministries 

 

Parish Family & Friends: 

Isaiah, Allie, Andrew, Carolyn, Chad, Chrystal, Denise, Gabriel, Hope, Joe, Jonathan, Kayla, Kellen H., Kim, Lucy, Marshall, Myrlene, 
Ray, Renee, Stephe, Bob & Oney Armstrong, Eunice Arth, Metta Barrell, Patricia Bell, Jacob Border, Hortense Brinkley,  

Lynne Bruner, Nathan Buzbee, Tabatha Chastain, Jackie Childers, Terry Constantine, Sierra Cromier, Joyce Davis, Tom Denson, 
Elmer Dezso, Robert Ellis, Teddy Esquivel, Elizabeth Gass, Vangie Gonzales, Lane Grigsby, Kitty Haner, Cynthia Hanselman, Jo Hayes, 
Elsie Hillhouse, Melissa Hillhouse, Charlie Jones, Mike, Shelia, & Chelsea Kirst, Marjorie Lawrence, Mary Lee, Mindy Manz & Family, 

Christine Mats, Larry McLendon, Bob McNenny, Laura & Kirk Middleton, Esther Miller, CarolAnn Mills, Tom Mills, Jr. Morris, 
Mildred Morris,  Karen Moss, Bill Pannell, Bob Peebles, Tom Peterson, Charles & Linda Popham & Family,  Kristy Popham,  

Tom Prouty, Trey Rapp, Jim Reimer, Jo Reynolds, Donald Richardson, Jr.,  Ivy Richardson, DeBorah Robertson, Joan Rossano, 
Claudia Rost, Jack Schlegel, Neal Squyres, Isabella & Steven Shepherd, Brittany Steiner, Larry Stephenson, Itaska Valeda,  

Ruth Warren,  Brandon Weaver, Sandra Willis, Tom Wills, Burney Wilson. 

  

For Expectant Mothers: 

 Kristen Kipling, Laura Middleton, Brittney Mikeska, Kimberly Popham-Glicker, Nikki Tye, Sandye Zgarba 

 

For Those in the Armed Forces: 

Mickey Alcantara, Scott Barrier, Scott Bean, Christian Blevins, Jason Bryan, Chase and Christina Capehart, Cody Capehart,  
Ryan Cross, Clayton Crouch, Zac & Max Curtner, David Dezso, Glen Dockal, Raymond Dugan, Brandon Fletcher, Mitchell Goodnight, 
Matt & David Hefner, Lance Henderson, Eric Heitz, Cynthia Horan, Keith & Kurt, Adam Miller, Ben Meyer, Roy Nickel, Tara Parker, 
Daniel Popham, Jonathan Prater, Manuel Rodriguez, Josh Sager,  Kaitlyn Saunders, William Thompson, Ray Turner, Travis Ward, 

Steve Wilson, Clint Zgarba. 

 

For Those Celebrating Birthdays This Month:  Jasmine Smith (6), James Beasley (7), Leah Jones (7), Carlton Anderson (10), Diane 
Ellis (11), Chris Morrison (11), Elizabeth Burford (12), Bailey Hector (13), Daniel Bruner (14), Diane Doren (15), Noelle Wiggins (15), 

Beth Taylor (16), Christopher Foulk (18), Elizabeth Stokes (18), Stephanie Bradford (24), Jana Callan (24), Opal Anderson (25),  
Billy Englehart (25), Caroline Hall (25), James Morse (27), Joe Schneider (27), Phyllis Wall (27), Don Hanselman (28),  

Dick Regenburgh (30), Lynda Lamprecht (31). 

  

 

For Those Celebrating Anniversaries:  Laura & Christian Blevins (4), Jan & Joe Schneider (14). 
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DECEMBER 2011 VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 
 

The Rector called the meeting to order with prayer at 7:03 P.M. with the following present: Glennie Hefner, Wayne Bell, 
Lynne Bruner, Rod Dockal, Margaret Barrier (after 7:26 P.M.), Mark Patterson, Thomas W. Peebles, and the Reverend 
David W. Price, Rector. Also present were Vestry members-elect Kati Garner and Aubrey Stokes. Absent were Donna 
Tate and John Bergmann.  

 
Peebles moved to approve the minutes of November 15, 2011. Seconded by Bruner. The motion to approve carried 
unanimously. 
 
Danny Hermann reviewed the Treasurerôs Report . Following discussion Peebles moved to approve the Treasurerôs 
Report subject to audit. Seconded by Bell. The motion to approve carried unanimously. 

 
The Rector reported that Sunday morning attendance is 103.He ordered new curriculum for adult Sunday School that will 
be introduced on January 15, 2012. He will repeat the classes on Tuesdays at 11:00 A.M. Hospitality would no longer 
take place with a meal following the 10:30 A.M. Sunday service. It will be replaced with a light breakfast snack between 
the two services weekly. Hefner offered to coordinate hospitality in January. Bell suggested that each household should 
receive a flyer announcing the change. Perhaps there might be a luncheon once a quarter. 
 
Bell reported that Bergmann had built a wooden box around the pipes on the south side of the Parish House. Dockal 
remarked that he would see that boxes will be properly grounded. He announced that a device was installed on the bell 
tower that limits how far the bell can be swung.   

 
The Rector reported that 59 pledges had been turned in. He asked that we treat the time from January 1, 2012 until the 
parish meeting on January 22, 2012 as a time to visit with those who have not pledged. Hefner offered to visit with Leah 
Jones, Stewardship Chair. 

    
The 2012 budget cannot be finalized until the stewardship figures are final.  The new Vestry will meet on January 17, 
2011 to adopt a budget. 

 
Peebles moved that the Treasurer be instructed to pay bills based on the 2011 budget from January 1, 2012 until the 
adoption of the 2012 budget. Seconded by Bruner. The motion carried unanimously.  

   
Stokes reported that $4,600 in pledges to ACYP had been received at the dinner on December 10. More pledges have 
been received since that time. 

 
It was reported that the youth continue to meet at First Christian Church during the school year, and they will meet at 
Grace Church during the summer.  
 
It was agreed to postpone the Ministry Appreciation dinner from January 15, 2012 to a date set by the Vestry at the 
retreat. 

   
The Vestry retreat is scheduled for Saturday, January 7, 2012 from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. at Glennie Hefnerôs office.  

 
The Rector reported that he had not heard from the Diocese on the grant the church has applied for to assist with a 
Newcomers Ministry. 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for January 17, 2012, and the Annual Parish Meeting was scheduled for January 22. 
 
The Rector announced that Peebles would serve as Senior Warden in 2012. Hefner thanked all for supporting her during 
her tenure as Senior Warden. 
 
Peebles moved to adjourn. Seconded by Bell. The motion to adjourn carried unanimously.  
 
The meeting adjourned with prayer at 8:21 P.M. 
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is a member of the Episcopal Diocese of 
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