
 Christ Episcopal Church 
 
 

Children, Youth, Adult  
and Family Ministries  

2009-2010 

 
 

Fostering our total personal and  
spiritual development  

as we nurture ourselves  
in the knowledge and love of God.   





Table of Contents  
 
 

 Sacraments             page 3 
 Babies and Toddlers      4 
 Childrenôs Ministry       
  Godly Play ages 3-8     5 
  New Adventures ages 9-10    6 
  Godly Tunes & Childrenôs Choir   7 
 
 Youth Ministry       
  Journey Youth Groups description  8 
  Bridging ages 11-12     9 
  Quest ages 13-14      10 
  Confirmation ages 15 & up    11 
  Sr. High Youth Group ages 15 & up  12 
  Fall Youth Group Retreat ages 11 & up 13 
  Youth Band and Orchestra    14 
  Summer Stretch      15 
  Ten best ways to get involved in Youth  
    Ministry       16 
 
 Family and Adult Ministry   
  All Parish Faith Events    17 
  Adult Forum on Sunday mornings   18 
  Womenôs Faith Sharing    19 
  Alpha        20 
  Involvement in Worship     21 
 
 

Www.christchurch -woodbury.org 
2 



               Sacraments  
 
    Baptism   We encourage parents to 
    bring their children to church for baptism .  

Infant baptism is a sign of Godôs unconditional love and grace 
given to us without our having to do anything to earn it.   To ar-
range for the baptism of your baby, toddler, school-aged child, 
teen or yourself, please speak to our Rector, Reverend Ernie 
Ashcroft.   
 

The most appropriate dates for Baptism are: 
  All Saints Sunday             Sunday, Nov.  1, 2009 
 The First Sunday of Epiphany      Sunday, Jan.  10, 2010                            
 The Second Sunday of Easter       Sunday, Apr. 11, 2010 
 Pentecost Sunday             Sunday, May 23, 2010  
 
*For very pressing pastoral reasons consideration will to given to doing Baptism on  
alternative dates.   

 

Holy Eucharist  We invite all who are baptized to come to 
Godôs table and receive the holy and life-giving bread and wine 
of Jesus Christ.  Children may come forward to receive when 
they and the parents believe that they are ready.  A Holy Eucha-
rist class will be held Sat. Jan. 23, 10 am to 11:30 am for parents 
and children to attend together.   
 

Confirmation  In this sacrament, a person chooses to affirm 
their faith as an adult Christian.  Following the guidelines of the 
diocese of Minnesota, teenagers must be at least 16 years old  
when they are presented for Confirmation, and must be bap-
tized.  A formal preparation process is made available to stu-
dents  every other year.  This year Confirmation Preparation will 
be held the 1st and 3rd Wed. of each month from 6:30-8:00 pm. 
We will hold a Parent and student Orientation Meeting on Wed. 
Sept. 30 from 6:30-8:00 pm.   Confirmation will be held at St. 
Markôs Cathedral on  Sat. May 15, 2010 at 11:00 am.  See page  
11 of this booklet for more details about preparation.  3 



Babies and Toddlers  
 
 

Nursery Care  
Children from birth through age 5 are welcome to attend worship 
with their parents, or may stay in our professionally staffed nurs-
ery, located downstairs near the lower entrance.  Pagers are pro-
vided to parents to take with them and will be used to notify par-
ents if they are needed by their children.  Our nursery crew is 
available on Sundays from 8:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.    
 

Our nursery is staffed by caring adults committed to providing a 
happy and safe experience for your youngest members.   We will 
ask you to fill out some important paper work at your first visit to 
the nursery.  
 

Please do not bring your child for nursery care if your child has  
had a fever, diarrhea or vomiting within the past 24 hours.   
 

We ask that those families who use the nursery consider donating 
items to support the nursery.  Items include:  
 Small Apple Juice boxes 
 Crackers (Graham, Gold Fish, Ritz, Vanilla wafers)  We can
  not accept crackers with filling or frosting.  
 Baby Wipes 
 Disinfectant wipes, Spray Lysol, paper towels 
 Kleenex 
 

Activity Bags  
These bags are provided for the ñyoung and the restlessò who at-
tend the worship service with their parents.  Crayons and chil-
drenôs bulletins are available for children to read/color during 
the service.   A book rack near the entrance to the sanctuary pro-
vides a ñlending libraryò of books for use during the worship ser-
vice as well.  
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Sunday School for Children  
For children age 3 -8  

 
Sunday, September 27 ðSunday, May 23  

 9:35 a.m. to 10:25 a.m.  
 
 

Godly Play is a Montessori-based approach to religious education 
for children.  
 
 

The Godly Play rooms are sacred, beautiful spaces.  Trays of story 
materials on low shelves surround the circle of children.   
 

Our liturgy gives Godly Play its shape.  Welcoming the children by 
name, we encourage them to enter the room with reverence.  We 
present a biblical story using materials of wood and cloth, sand 
and stone.  Children are invited to enter and find a place in the 
story, making it their own.  The storyteller asks wondering ques-
tions, such as:  I wonder what part is the most important?  I won-
der where you are in the story?  I wonder what part of the story is 
about you?  
 

Children have time to respond to the presentation by working with 
art or story materials.  The group gathers back in the circle to 
share a feast of bread and water.  They pray as a group and receive 
a blessing before they leave.  
 

All of our Childrenôs Programs are held in the lower level of the 
building.   
 

Godly Play 1:  for children, age 3 to age 5 
             (potty trained and ready to be a part of a class.) 
         This group meets in the Mark Room.     
 

Godly Play 2:  for early elementary, ages 6-7-8 
            This group meets in the Matthew Room.    
 

*  Groups are led with a rotation of  three adults.  Please consider 
joining a team and discover how enjoyable 45 minutes can be with 
the children.  Best yet, it is not an every Sunday commitment.   
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 New this year!!  
 Students ages 9 and 10  

    

 
 Sunday School for  

      Students 9 -10 years old  
9:35 to 10:25 am      

Starts Sunday, Sept. 27  
 

Stop in and meet your teacher and  
see your room 

 Sunday, Sept. 20th at 10 am. 
 

This is such a special age and stageé 
 
Weôve developed this series just for this group of young 
people.    While this group is not yet a youth group under 
Youth Ministries, it is also no longer a Godly Play groupé 

 
It is clearly a New Adventureé 

 
and we are so happy to have you join us as we discover and 
explore those people who have lived extraordinary lives of 
faith.  And in the process, we can discover what is extraordi-
nary about ourselves.   
 
Presentation, reading, music, art and discussion will be  
created and led by Sue Swanson and Delacy Thomas.  This 
group will meet in the Revelation room at the far end of  
Fellowship Hall.  
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 For children ages 3-8 

   

The music component to 

 
 

Godly Play sessions during Sunday School 
 

Godly Tunes gives our children the opportunity to learn prayers 
and expressions of prayers through music.  The children will be 
exposed to singing both traditional hymns, contemporary hymns 
and children songs written for worship.   
 

The children will have the opportunity to learn and practice these 
songs during Godly Play sessions throughout the year.   
 

On the following dates all children in the Godly Play program are 
invited and encouraged to share these songs with the congrega-
tion at the 10:30 am service.   
     Sunday, Dec 6, 2009   10:30 a.m. Service   (Feast of St. Nick) 
     Sunday, Feb. 14, 2010   10:30 a.m. Service   (St. Valentine) 
     Sunday May 9, 2010   10:30 a.m. Service   (Motherôs Day) 
 

Write these dates in the calendar and plan to help your young 
person attend.   
 

Childrenôs Choir  children ages 3-8 
   A Wednesday evening of being with friends and singing 
   songs with Miss Wendy make our childrenôs choir a hit 

among the kids.   
 

This choir sings not only on Godly Tunes dates listed above, but 
also for the Christmas Program, Easter Sunday and other special 
events through out the year.   
 

Practices are held the 1st and 3rd Wed of each month, 6:45 to 
7:15 beginning Wed Oct. 7.  
 
* Willing to help Miss Wendy organize the kids, no musical talent 
necessary...or willing to play simple piano to accompany this 
kids?  Let the office know...weôd appreciate your gift of time.   7 



 
 

 

Youth Ministry Programs for youth ages 11 -18 
We have a youth group for every age and stage.   

You are welcome wherever you are on the journey of life.  
 

 Bridging Youth Group for ages  11 -12 
   Meets Sunday mornings during  

 Sunday School, 9:35 to 10:25 am.   
      Begins September 27.   

 
    Quest Youth Group for ages 13 -14 

    Meets Sunday mornings during  
 Sunday School, 9:35 to 10:25 and  
 1st and 3rd Wed. of the month,  
 6:30-8:00 pm.  

 
Confirmation Preparation f or those students 15 and 
older or who have just completed the Pilgrimage.  Meets 
1st and 3rd Wed. of the month, 6:30-8:00 pm.  Parent 
AND Teen Meeting Wed. Sept. 30th 6:30-8:00 pm Sun-
day Morning meets 9:35-10:25 am.   
 

 
  Sr. High Youth Group  ñThe Leader Shipò 
  for students ages 16 and up, largely those  
  who are already confirmed.  Students who  
  are in the Confirmation Program are invited to   
  join us if theyôd like.  Meets the 1st  Sunday evening of  
  the month and rotates meeting location at the  
  homes of members.  First Meeting Sunday, Oct 4 at 

        Danaôs house, cell 651-983-8750 for directions.  
 
Donôt forget to come toé   Journeys Youth Group Kick -off Night , 
Wed. Sept. 23 6:30-8pm.  Meet at the bonfire pit.  
 
Parent Only Meeting:  for parents of adolescents ages 11-18.  Red Wine 
and fine chocolate and discussion about Youth group programs,  
Sunday, September 20  7-8:00 pm.   Remember, parents only! 8 



 
 
 
 
 

 Students 11 -12 years old  
Sunday Mornings 9:35-10:25am 
Starts Sunday Morning September 27 
 
Just like its says, this group is a bridging group...that delicate 
time of moving from childhood into young adolescence.  We 
want to help bridge that time in a young personôs life  as they 
make their developmental transition.   
 
Bridging is a  place to come...to get to know other kids your age, 
and build a sense of ñyouth group communityò.  
 
On Sunday mornings, with a resource entitled, Seasons of the 
Spirit we will we will discover Godôs action and love through 
Scripture and our contemporary daily events.    
 
 

When:   Meets every Sunday morning  9:35 - 10:25 a.m. to  
       reflect on Sunday Morningôs Scripture  readings.  
Where:  Genesis Annex, downstairs in Fellowship Hall 
 
Alsoé.here are  a few remindersé. 

 

1. Have a parent attend the Youth Group Parent Meeting on 
Sunday, Sept. 20th from 7-8pm. 

2. Come to the Youth Group Kick-off Party on Wed. Sept. 23 
from 6:30 -8:00pm.  Meet at the bonfire pit.  

3. Sign up for the Youth Group Retreat, by Sunday, Sept. 27 
     More details about the retreat on page 13 of this booklet.   
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               Quest Youth Group  
(Formerly called J2A)  

 

Students  13 -14 years old  
 

We are all on a quest and at this stage in life young people  begin  
looking for meaning and significance.  This youth group is a safe 
and fun place for young people to begin to search through the 
values and decisions that will shape their life journey.   
 

The work of knowing oneôs self and how one relates to society 
and to God has beginnings in year one.   Year two addresses       
issues of gender roles and spirituality/prayer development.    
 

The two year Quest  program meets on both Sunday mornings  
and Wed. evenings.  This combination of sessions prepares our 
young people as responsible, sensitive and informed Christians.   
 

After the completion of the two year program, young people 
make a one week Spiritual Pilgrimage of journey and service.  
This group will prepare for a 7 day pilgrimage to take place in the 
summer of 2011.  
 

When:  *Wednesdays  (1st and 3rd Wed. of the Month)    6:30 - 8:00 p. m.  
   Begins Wednesday, September 23rd with Kick-off Event              
       *Sundays:  This group also meets every Sunday  
  morning 9:35 -  10:25 a.m.  
 

Where:   Genesis Room, downstairs, Fellowship Hall 
 

Alsoé.here are  a few remindersé. 

 

1. Have a parent attend the Youth Group Parent Meeting on  
Sunday, Sept. 20th from 7-8pm. 

2. Come to the Youth Group Kick-off Party on Wed. Sept. 23 
from 6:30 -8:00pm.  Meet at the bonfire pit.  

3. Sign up for the Youth Group Retreat, by Sunday, Sept. 27 
     More details about the retreat on page 13 of this booklet.   
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Confirmation Preparation  
 

Students 15 years and older  
 

  ñConfirmation is the rite in which we 
  express a mature commitment  to 
  Christ, and receive strength from the Holy  
  Spirit through prayer and the laying on of  
  hands by a bishop.ò  -BCP 
 

People may be confirmed at any point in their life.  Our diocese  requires that 
they be at least age 16.  Students need to turn 16 before this May 15, 2010.   
 

Confirmation is not a graduation from churchéa rite of passage out of church 
involvement.  It is the opposite.  Confirmation is a rite a passage into full par-
ticipation in Church ministry and leadership.  
 

Things you need to know and dates to save:   
Mandatory Parent AND Student Orientation meeting:   
 Wed. Sept. 30  6:30 ï8:00 pm in the Church Worship Space. 
Confirmation Celebration:   
 Confirmation will be celebrated at St. Markôs Cathedral, Saturday, May 15 
 at 11am.  A send off dinner will be held on Friday, May 13 at 6:00 pm for 
 Candidates and their Mentors.  Confirmands will be received at services
 Sunday May 16.   
 

Classes:   *Wednesdays  (1st & 3rd Wed. of the Month)    6:30 - 8:00 p. m.  
      Begins Wednesday, September 23rd with Kick-off Event              
        *Sundays:  This group also meets every Sunday morning 
        9:35-  10:25 a.m.   Begins Sunday, Sept. 27.   
Where:   Youth group room behind the Worship Space in the church.   

 

Alsoé.here are  a few remindersé. 

1. Have a parent attend the Youth Group Parent Meeting on  Sunday, 
Sept. 20th from 7-8pm. 

2. Come to the Youth Group Kick-off Party on Wed. Sept. 23 from 
6:30-8:00pm.  Meet at the bonfire pit.  

3. Sign up for the Youth Group Retreat, by Sunday, Sept. 27 
     More details about the retreat on page 13 of this booklet.   
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 Sr. High Youth Group  
ñThe Leader Shipò 

 

Students ages 16 & up  
 

Meets the first Sunday 
evening of each month. 

 
Largely those who attend this group are already 
confirmed.  However anyone age 16 and up is      
welcome.  Students who are in the Confirmation 
Program are invited to join us if theyôd like.   
 

This group comes together for on-going friendship, 
service and leadership. We choose topics as the year 
moves along, and provide service and leadership for 
the sake of our younger youth.   We rotate the loca-
tion of our meeting among the home of youth group 
members, the 1st Sunday of each month from 6:30-
8:00.  
 

Our first meeting will be held Sunday, Oct 4 at Dana 
Strandeôs  house, cell 651-983-8750 for directions.  
 

Alsoé.here are  a few remindersé. 

1. Have a parent attend the Youth Group Parent Meeting on  
Sunday, Sept. 20th from 7-8pm. 

2. Come to the Youth Group Kick-off Party on Wed. Sept. 23 
from 6:30 -8:00pm.  Meet at the bonfire pit.  

3. Sign up for the Youth Group Retreat, by Sunday, Sept. 27 
     More details about the retreat on page 13 of this booklet.   
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       Students ages 11 & up  
  in Journey Youth Groups  
 

Bridging ages 11-12 
Quest ages 13-14 

Confirmation 15-16 
& Sr. High Youth Group 

 

Saturday, October 10  
overnight to  

Sunday, October 11, 2009  
 

The purpose of our time together is to have lots of fun and create friendships within our youth 
groups.  We will carpool from Christ Church to Mt. Olivet Retreat Center in Farmington, MN.   
The retreat will be attended by Christ Church youth only.  We will car pool leaving Christ 
Church Sat. at 12:30 pm and return Sunday by 2:00 pm.   Please let us know if youôd be will-
ing to chaperone and/or car pool.  Ernie will be leading a worship service for us on Saturday 
evening. 
 

Arrangements can be made for students who need to arrive at the retreat later or who need to 
leave earlier than what we have scheduled.  It is our goal that all of our young people be able 
to attend all or mostly all of this fantastic weekend.   
 

Cost:  $80 includes supplies, snacks, meals, lodging, indoor swimming.  
   Full or partial scholarships are available for those in need.  Turn form and fee into 
   Danaôs mail box in the front office by Sunday, Sept. 27 12 noon.   
 

Bring your sleeping bag, favorite pillow, towels, personal items, modest pjôs, swim wear and 
comfortable clothing for indoors and outdoors.   
 

Registration Deadline:  Firmly Sunday, Sept. 27  
 

ððððððððcut ððððððððcut ððððððððcut ððððððððcut ððððððððcut ððððððððcut ðððððððð 
 

Youth Event Permission Form  
 

I, ______________________, Parent/Guardian, on behalf  
 

of __________________________________, give permission for my  
 

minor/child to participate in the Fall Retreat activities taking place on/off site from  Christ 
Church of Woodbury, MN  I understand that transportation to and from the activity will be 

provided for my child by the volunteers of Christ church.  
 

_______________________________________   ________________  
Parent/Guardian Signature         Date 

 
_____  Yes, I have turned in the Faith Formation Registration and Emergency Info. Packet.  Your child cannot 
 attend events at Christ church without your having done this for 09 -10.  Packet is available on web site. 
_____  Yes, I have attached the $80 retreat fee, written to Christ Church, memo Youth Retreat.  
_____  Yes, I would be willing to help carpool either to ______(Sat.)  or from  _____ (Sun.) Farming- 13 



Youth Music Band  

Calling all youth musicians and singers ages 11 
to 18 to join our Youth Music Band.   

This group leads music for the 10:30 am     
Worship Service, the third Sunday of each 
month.    

To explore the possibility of joining:  

· Talk to Mark Olson, our parish musician 
about auditioning for him.  See him after one 
of our Sunday services or contact him at 
mo.keyz@gmail.com 

 

· Make a commitment to attend rehearsals, the 
second Wed of each month from 7-8:00 pm.   

 

· Make a commitment to practice music outside of rehearsal time as well.  
 

 
 
 

 Musicians of all ages.  
 You are invited to participate in our  

 Christ Church Orchestra  

  
Our orchestra often plays for:   
¶ Christmas Eve Services 4 and 10 pm 
¶ Christmas Program, Sun. Dec. 27  3pm 
¶ Easter Vigil, Sat. April 3 time TBD 
¶ and for other special events 
 
To explore the possibility of joining:  

 Talk to Mark Olson, our parish musician 
about auditioning for him.  See him after 

one of our Sunday services or contact him at mo.keyz@gmail.com 
 

Participants must make a commitment to attend rehearsals  
  (TBD based on individuals/events)  
and make a commitment to practice music outside of rehearsal time as well.  
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