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Mayhem With Nahem

(Goings-on in the sports world)

We were tremendously delighted at
the immense stacks of mail heralding
the debut of this column. Actually
though, we received one, (1) letter, but
we realize how difficult it is to write
letters these days.

And, of course, this letter was from
our brother Joe, and it read like this:

Dearest Sam:

Your column stinks. Love,

Your brudder Joe.

But one tries to be brave these days,
g0 our second attempt will consist of
an exhaustive and exhausting survey
of the goings-on in the sports world.
Here's what's going on:
FOOTBALL: The football season jusi
ended.
BASKETBALIL:
son just started.
HOCKEY: The hockey season is in
full swing.
WATER POLO: This sport has been
discontinued since all the players were
drowned.
YACHT-RACING: We are absolutely
ecstatic to inform the billions of
Syrian yacht-owners that the Yacht-
Racing Association announced it
would meet next month to discuss
yacht-racing. It really is thrilling to
realize that this blood-tingling, nerve-
wracking sport will continue, gallant
and intrepid, in the face of wartime
difficulties.

Still in the Fight

Irwin Maleh of California, who was
discharged from the United States
Navy, has now upped and joined the
Merchant Marine.

The basketball sea-

Mrs. Mayer Molko
PORTLAND, MAINE

TO ABE & MURRAY

Here's to a Speedy Victory

Compliments of
MOE BIJOU

DOG-SHOWS: The only item we have
to report on is this: it has been re-
vealed by wusually wunreliable sources
that the army is about to cowrt-mar-
tial P.F.C. Fido, the dog. Fido was
standing sentry but quit his “post”
before being properly “relieved.” Wow!
Get it?

SOCCER: Tingling news from the
soccer world is that some team beat
some other team by some score some-
time ago. A brilliantly clear analysis
of how this gentle game is played is
given by an eye-witness:

“yYou walk along a vacant lot and
casually observe some grown-up men
kicking each other’s shins around.
Now and then, when one of them (the
men) falls, he is kicked in the head
because his head then represents a
reasonable facsimile of a soccer ball.
CHITTER-CHATTER
Branch Rickey, “the man who talks
too much” held a press conference re-
cently. The Victory Bulletin used
three reporters to cover this earth-
shaking event — one to cover the
nouns, one the pronouns, and one to
cover Rickey’s mouth. . . . Fat Tony
GALENTO will soon enter the armed
forces. We wish to repeat the rumor
that he will be used as an invasion
barge or tank obstacle. . . . Dot’s all.”

CARRY ON “BULLETIN”
JACK DWECK

MORRIS CHAYO

Compliments to

Pvt. Morris Nahem

Negroes to Be Admit-
ted to Big League
Baseball

The forces of progress won a sig-
nificant victory recently. For the first
time in the history of organized base-
ball, the Big Ball Magnates received
and applauded a delegation of promi-
nent people, headed by the famous
singer Paul Robeson, who pleaded for
the entrance of Negroes into Big
Leagues.

This resulted in the magnates issu-
ing a statement that each club might
hire as many Negro players as de-
sired.

All over the country baseball fans
must deluge club owners with letters
and postcards demanding that full ad-
vantage be taken of this opportunity
to acquire colored players.

We know that readers of the Vic-
tory Bulletin, would like to add their
voice to the mighty crescendo which
is now shaking the tottering walls of
reaction and diserimination.

20 Community Girls in
Nat. Security Women's
Corps

The National Security Women’s
Corps, a voluntary organization, was
started in 1940, and already has
branches in several states.

The Corps is made up mostly of
business women who contribute their
time after working hours. Their du-
ties include working in connection
with the Red Cross, O.P.A., Navy re-
cruiting, selling war bonds and stamps,
Nurse’s Aides, Canteen duty, etc.

About twenty girls from our com-
munity are members of this organi-
zation and meet one evening a week.
Shirley Betesh and Iris Zonana are
Nurse's Aides and are now training
at a hospital.

Adele Cohen is a Corporal on floor
and drills the girls. (Incidentally, she
is a Jr. Hostess at a U.8.0.) Emma
Grezi is a reporter on the Corps’ pa-
per. Pep Dabah sells stamps and
bonds &t booths. Ann Shalom rolls
bandages at the Red Cross.

The other girls are all doing vari-
ous jobs of equal importance to the
war effort.

BEST WISHES
Mr. & Mrs.
LEOPOLD STAHL
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Magen David Community Center
Committees Take Definite Action

On November 22, 200 people attend-
ed an open meeting at the Talmud
Torah to discuss plans for the building
of a Magen David Community Center.
Mr. Morris Levy presided as Chair-
man.

The first action of the meeting was
to elect a committee as follows:

Chairman....... Mr. Morris Levy

Vice Chairmen..Mr, Norman Gemal

Mr. Abdo Ades

Treasures........ Mr. Jacob Hidari
Mr. Joseph Esses
Secretaries....... Mr. Isaac Matalon

Mr. Joe Saff

Financial Sec.....Mr. Joseph Beyda

Hon. Chairmen...Mr. Isaac Shalom

Mr. Salim Grazi

The Rabbis of the community
formed an honorary Rabbinical com-
mittee.

A goal of $500,000 was set, Pledges
were asked for, and amounts ranging
from $5 to $25,000 were promised.

Every member of the community is

urged to donate according to his
means. Out-of-towners are also ap-
pealed to. There are many who feel

that New York is a second home to
them, and who look to it for advance-
ment and progress. These are also
asked to donate to the limit of their
capacity.

Money given towards this project is
deductible from income tax as “Char-
ity” to the extent of 15%.

People are asked to send their dona-
tions to Mr. Morris Levy, 392 5th Ave-
nue, New York City.

It is emphasized that this money is
entirely separate and intact from all
other community charities, and checks
are to be made payable to “Magen
David Community Center”.

All should attend the meetings which
are being held regularly to plan and
discuss the project. These take place
at the 66th Street Talmud Torah every
Tuesday night at 8:30.

Solders’ Vote
— An Editorial —

Can 8,000,000 American men
ind  women be disenfranchised
without a good reason? When

these 8,000,000 men and women
are those who are risking their
lives and health to save America,
san we stand by calmly, and say
that the American government does
not have the right to let them vote?

Out of every American in the
United States, surely those 8,000,000
are the ones most entitled to help
choose the government that is to
represent America.

And yet the- Congress of the
United States is doing its best to
prevent those 8,000,000 from cast-
ing their ballot. They say that
states’ rights will be infringed if
they grant soldiers the right to
vote. Even to them this must
sound silly, and yet they present
their empty shopworn arguments
with dogged persistence. And it
looks as if they are getting resuits.
Unless the people of the United
States step in.

The president has already stepped
in and is fighting for the rights of
Service men, just as he has fought
vigorously ‘on all progressive issues
during this war.

But thig is not enough. We men
and women of the United States
must also make our voices heard.
We must let Congress know that
we do not intend to see our sons,
brothers and sweethearts deprived
of their right to vote. We must
write every day letters and post
cards to Congress telling thewm this.
And we must do it now! Can we
allow 8,000,000 fighting voices to
be stifled and not utter a word of
protest?

Compliments of

Sultan & Schwartz
461 — 5th AVENUE

Welcome Back,
Murray!

Pvt. Murray Levy, wounded in ac-
tion in Sicily is now almost com-
pletely recovered. He has been hon-
orably discharged from the United
States Army, and arrived home in
Brooklyn, Monday, December 20th.

YOUR BLOOD MAY SAVE HIS LIFE—
GIVE ANOTHER PINT

Second Anniversary
Heralds New Hopes
Of Victory Over Foe

December 7th— “day that will live
in infamy” —has pzssed its second
anniversary this month. The choking
fumes of revenge that scorched the
minds of every American two years
ago, have now become fumes which
slowly arise from a staggering pyre
of smoldering steel and burning rub-
ble—rubble which was once a German
city called Essen, Bremen, Rostock, or
Berlin,

Two years ago, the Japanese left a
defenceless Pearl Harbor battered and
burning; today America’'s mighty air
force is pounding the Marshall Islands,
and has invaded New Britain.

As the third year of war begins, the
American Army has reached its great-
est strength in the history of the re-
public, with more than 8,000,000 men
under arms. Airplane production has
reached the breathtaking figure of al-
most 9,000 monthly, and the shipbuild-
ing output has passed the goal it set
for itself.

And so we begin 1944 confidentally,
with Africa conquered, with the Allied
Armies smashing forward into the
north of Italy, in this battle’s final
phase. We are confident that since
the zgreements of the Teheran con-
ference were made, Hitler has been
quivering in his big, black boots. The
same boots which kicked open the
coffins of Tolstoy, that trod on the
music of Mendelssohn, boots that
stepped over deefnceless old men, and
stamped over the bodies of little chil-
dren.

The soles of those big, black boots
have worn thin in the past year. After
the Second Front has been launched
they cannot last long . . . only until
their owner takes his last march to
the gallows after an Allied Victory in
1944,

Compliments of

SULTAN'S Inc.
398 — S5th AVENUE
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VICTORY BULLETIN

JANUARY, 1944.

. .
Gripsholm Arrives
(Cont., from p. 1)
food cooked in the camp as most of
the time it was unfit to eat.

Prisoners who behaved well were
permitted to see visitors at the gate,
and to ask them to buy food from the
outside. Japanese invasion money was
used. Most of the Philippinos were
dissatisfied with Jap rule, and were
eager to help the prisoners.

Nearly all of the prisoners wore
wooden sandals and khaki shorts, gen-
erally patched and torn; their chests
were bare.

In May, 1943, 800 men were trans-
ferred to an agricultural college at
Los Barrios. There were 70 barracks
in this camp, each holding 100 men.
There were no floors or cots, and pris-
oners slept on the cold earth. Sanitary
conditions here were unspeakable, and
sickness and disease were rampant.

On April 18th, 1943, the Japanese did
not attempt to deny the Tokio bomb-
ings. Amreicans were delighted, but
took care not to make this too obvious.

At Los Barrios, prisoners were or-
dered to bow to all Jap officers. In
spite of terrific protests the rule re-
mained unchanged. However, Amer-
icans, seeing the officers approaching,
usually managed to turn away, and
avoid meeting them.

Then, in July, 1943 Mr. Haffif was
approached with the news that he was
among the 23 from that camp that
would be permitted to leave for home.

He refused to believe this news, till
he was actually aboard the Japanese
ship “Teia Main”, Treatment was very
bad aboard this ship. There was an
acute shortage of food. People stood
on lines to try and buy an extra piece
of bread in order to appease their
hunger.

On October 15, the prisoners were
exchanged in Portugal, and on Octo-
ber 22, they sailed for America on the
Gripsholm. The trip took 65 days in
all, but Mr. Haffif declares: “I shall
never forget a minute of it.”

Mr. Haffif hopes that one day he
will be able to repay Mr. Alphonse
Missry for his kindness to him. Mr.
Missry, who was not held prisoner, be-
friended him on many occasions, and
did his utmost in trying to make him
comfortable.

Now Mr. Haffif is home, and his
only wish is for a speedy Victory of
the Allied Nations, and the complete
crushing of the Axis.

The SS Gripsholm pulled into the
docks at New Jersey one December
day. Among the passengers aboard
were 13 Syrian people including seven
children.

The Gripsholm picked up its pas-
sengers at Portugal. These were

Americans, prisoners of the Japanese,
who had been exchanged for Amer-
ican-held Japanese subjects.

Among the children were Abe, Zakie,
Harry and Grace Franco, whose father
and mother are still prisoners. They
are unwilling to relate many of their
experiences as they want their mother
and father to come home safe and
sound.

My. and Mrs. Sasson, and their three
children were interviewed. Mr. Sas-
son said: ‘At our camp, we were
allowed to get food from the outside.
For regular meals, we had to stand in
line. I was acting as a camp police-
man, and my wife was given the job
of cleaning vegetables. If prisoners
obeyed all orders, they were not mis-
treated in our camp; otherwise there
was no mercy shown.”

Mr. Ezra Betesh, Mr. Shayo, and Mr.
L. Hamwee were also aboard. M.
Betesh said: “We were given two
meals a day. Breakfast was given by
the Red Cross, who gave us cracked
wheat cereal every day. There were
over a thousand prisoners in Camp
Pootung, and sleeping quarters were
confined to a space of 4 ft. by 6 ft.
When we boarded the Gripsholm
(manned by a Swedish crew) we got
our first decent meal in ages, and
even more important to me, a real
American smoke!”

The Gripsholm sailed as a diplo-
matic ship, manned by neutrals, and
there was little fear of bombing or
torpedoes. Still, the passengers were
relieved as well as unbelievably happy
when they reached home. All were
full of praise for the Red Cross, which
helped them, and did everything pos-
sible to make things easier for them.

MEET THE STAFF

This month we
introduce good - na-
‘tured, giggly, and

‘pretty Shirley Betesh,
iwho works on the
‘Business Staff of our
paper.

Shirley is kept busy
'seven days a week.
A member of the
National Security
, Women's Corps, she

also works hard
as a Nurse's Aide. She sells War
Bonds and Stamps faithfully at least
once a week. Between times, she
takes Rumba lessons at Arthur Mur-
ray’s.

Shirley has a yen for delicatessen,
gooey cakes, and handsome soldiers.
Her life’'s ambition is to dance with
a sergeant (any really nice sergeant)
at the Waldorf Astoria.

Photo—Marboro Studio

Unsuccessful Attempt

Leading to Success for
PFC David M. Attie

Mine is not a suc-
§ cess story. Aviation
Cadet Attie used to
" be a proud member
i of a proud organiza-
tion. While &t pre-
flight school at Max-
well Field, he shined
Bhis shoes fifteen
" times a day and ate
all his meals “at
attention. He stud-
ied hard, and was
to Primary Training a
Like a hundred

aczelerated
month ahead of time.
other cadets, he got the thrill of his
life when, during his first flight, his
instructor said, “0.K., she’s all yours.”

Well, I flew the rugged PT-17 for a

whole month. Day after day, I prac-
lised maneuvers, take-offs, climbing
turns, stzlls, spins, gliding turns and
landings. My instruetor would en-
courage me with a cheery ‘“Nothin
to worry about”.

It was different when I got my
“check ride”. With a captain sitting
in the front seat, it was completely
different. Everything that I had once
perfected went “Blooey”. After that, I
realized I was not the “hot pilot” I
had thought I was.

They said “Your abilities can be of
gervice elsewhere in the Air Forces,”
and I knew I was “washed out”.

So my ‘“abilities” now are being ap-
plied to radio. Here at Scott Field,
thousands of students, many of whom
are also ex-cadets, receive the finest
training in radio theory and-radio op-
eration, including high-speed sending
and receiving of Morse code. All are
physically fit for air duty, and upom
graduation, most are being trained in
aerial gunnery. I am among these,
and we are the men who will man the
guns and radio sets of the big bomb-
ers that are now just beginning to

blast the Axis from all sides. Look
out, Hitler and Hirohito, here we
come!

Ed. Note: Each month, the Victory
Bulletin awards a prize of a super-gift
package for the best letter from a
soldier. This month, it goes to PF(C
Davia Atiie of Scott Field, I11.

]
“VICTORY IN 1944"
ABOUD SASSON
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